
We can lose so much with language. 

I can remember attending a lecture many years ago where we were addressed by the then 

bishop.  He explained that love is not just a feeling, it is also an action. We cannot say we 

love someone, or something, without showing some form of act or action.  

During my studying, I have found that our language has sold ‘love’ short. We say we love 

this and that, we love our children and spouse etc. but we have to explain what type of love 

we are sharing.  Why can’t we be like the Greeks, who had a variety of words for ‘love’? I will 

share the four main words that express love in the Greek language. I am not sure whether 

they still use these words today; I am studying theology, not current trends. 

The first word the Greeks used for love is Eros.  For those who don’t know what this love is, 

it’s the passionate love, the emotional and sexual love. This is the type of love most of us 

showed when we were adolescents. In modern language we may phrase this as a loose 

love, no strings attached  

We then move to storge, which is expressed as a love for family and close friends, this love 

can also be the next step up the ladder from Eros. This is the romantic love we show to 

family and friends.  

Phileo, refers to an affectionate, warm and tender platonic type of love, again this is a love 

that can be shared as a deep friendship. This is the type of love where you know that with 

the friendship you have with another you will do anything for each other and be there if the 

need arises. 

The last love is Agape, this is an unconditional love shown to others, where we overlook the 

flaws and bad habits. This is often said to be the type of love that God has for us all, the total 

forgiving love expecting nothing in return. This is absolute love. 

When Jesus asked Peter three times whether he loved him (John 21:15-17), which love do 

you think Jesus was expressing, and what love was Peter stating in his three responses? 

What love do you feel you share with your family, friends and colleagues? 

What love do you think that God showed by sending His own Son into the world? What sort 

of love do we give God in return? 

As we come near to Christmas and we witness those less fortunate than ourselves, which 

can and should include those who live rough on our streets with nowhere to ‘rest their head’, 

what sort of love do we express to them? Do we in fact share any love at all with these 

people? 

Christmas is a time for giving, a time for sharing and a time for love. We should all try and 

give Agape love to all, family friends and those living rough. We should all try and aim to give 

the unconditional love to others that we receive from God our Father, Jesus His Son and the 

Holy Spirit. The three in One express a total unconditional love to each and every one of us, 

a love that can take our sin on board, and totally wipe it away. A love that doesn’t say ‘I’ll 

forgive, but the next time - watch out.’ 

This Christmas I would like each and every one of us to take time out and reflect on a gift we 

received, something that was special and dear to our hearts. Then reflect on the gift God 

gave us. How does the gift from God compare with the special gift we treasure? I am always 

very grateful for every gift I receive; more than this I enjoy giving gifts to others, especially 

my loving wife and family. This year I am going to try to ensure that the gifts that I give will 

be given in Agape, a gift given in total love, no strings attached, no catches, no expectations. 



Don’t get me wrong I always buy gifts with love, but I am not sure whether they were 

purchased in storge or phileo, rather than agape.  What about you?  

Let’s always remember the best gift of all, given to all people without any distinction, a gift 

that doesn’t care about our gender, race, creed, a gift that is always ready to teach us 

through the Word, and through meeting with our Lord Jesus Christ as we journey in our faith. 

Happy Christmas to one and all, and a prosperous New Year. 

 


