
Not a moment goes by! 

Genesis 43:9New International Version (NIV) 9 I myself will guarantee his safety; 
you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not bring him back to you and 
set him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life. 

I have used the above piece of scripture before to highlight Safety First at work, but 
again it came to mind when I saw the devastation of the fire at the Grenfell Tower fire 
in London, where the count of the dead has at the time of writing risen to 79 and 
more are expected. 

When I led the Workers Memorial service for Tata Steel, I read the Poem by Sue 
Waltz called ‘The Plan’. Where a person didn’t expect to die today.  I then thought 
how much we appreciate health & safety at work, and how we try to obtain a culture 
of zero harm.  

Then we go home to our families and think it is safe and low and behold, sometimes 
it isn’t. Grenfell Tower caught fire and so many people have died or have been 
severely injured because of the fire.  The Fire crews and other emergency services 
did all they could, but it would appear that the fire took hold so quickly the building 
was engulfed before anyone could rescue the trapped. 

The news media have been ruthless in their journalism and are trying to get to the 
truth, but if what I have read and heard is correct the block of flats was not safe and 
residents have been complaining for a few years. 

Home is where we should be able to feel safe and secure, but this disaster has 
shown this is not always the case. So we must not only practice zero harm and 
health & safety at work, we also need to take this culture with us in to our homes, 
and if something isn’t safe we need to get it fixed so that it becomes safe again. 

Many of us lead two lives, our work life and our social life. I can remember when as a 
group we socialised after work one evening, and someone who was responsible for 
fire safety at work came into the public house and said the public house was not 
compliant in this way, and have this missing and that missing.  We all told the person 
to give it a rest because we were out trying to relax and enjoy ourselves, but who 
was right, the person concerned because the establishment didn’t reach fire 
regulation standard, or the rest of us who thought give it a rest, nothing will happen. 

Many people I come across in my daily life ask me what is happening, we only seem 
to have bad news in this country at the moment, including, at the time of writing, the 
person who drove into people who had just left a Finsbury Park Mosque after 
worship. 

What should we say to people who are questioning the state of the country? How 
can we share God’s love to show there is a light that can quench this current 
darkness?  I can see this is already happening where people are joining together to 
offer whatever help is required.  This is called community and many interviewed 
belong to a Church, Mosque or some other place of meeting.  We need to remember 
that in our Church we are community, and we can help the community we live in 



because they are also community with us, irrespective of beliefs, culture or creed.  
After all we are told we have all been made in the image of God. 

I am sure you will join me at this time to remember all those who have been 
traumatised over the past few months through terrorism both in London, Manchester 
and then London again, plus those who lost their lives just living in their homes at 
Grenfell Towers and of course the van driving into people leaving the Finsbury Park 
Mosque after worship. 

Yours in Christ 


