
Conform or else! 

Those of you who are around my age will be able to relate to this story. 

I always wondered why my handwriting is so bad, in fact if I were to write you a note; 

it would look like a spider crawled onto the page, vomited and died. I quite often can’t 

read what I wrote, which was never very good when in classes, making notes and 

then trying to use them for revision.  Thank goodness for the computer, and then 

even more so for the tablet. I always, wherever possible use other means of making 

notes, using handwriting as the very last result. 

Back in the day, it wasn’t the done thing to be left handed, in fact even before my 

time, in school teachers used to punish children if they used their left hand, usually 

with the ruler, or a cane across the knuckles.  

In my day things were a little more relaxed, but I recently remembered that my Nan 

used to test my handwriting at home, before I even started attending school.  I now 

remember when my grandparent used to ask me to write something, I used to pick 

the pencil up with my left and start to write and she would say, ‘No dear, wrong hand, 

use the other hand.’  Then I would change hands and she would say, ‘Well done, 

that’s right.’  I can remember how uncomfortable it was to write like this, but of 

course this was how I was trained, therefore it has followed me through life. 

Since remembering this happened, I now understand why I use my left hand and 

arm more than I do my right. For example I have a stronger throw with my left arm 

than I do my right. 

So way back when, I was taught to conform to what was expected within society, 

being taught to blend in rather than stand out.  

How many other things have we all had to conform too to be accepted within our 

societies?  Why do we so often just give in and accept the status quo, just as I did as 

a child? 

Romans 12:2 do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is 
his good, pleasing and perfect will. (NIV) 
 

We must all remember that in our belief, we were created in the image of God, and 

were created as individuals; we all have gifts and talents that help us within the 

communities in which we live and work. Being made in the image of God also means 

that we have other special attributes that were given to us by the Lord, and one of 

those is to be either right or left handed, it shouldn’t matter what hand we use.  My 

wife Tracey is a ‘lefty’, and it is sometimes fun to watch her cut meat, or write a note, 

thinking, ‘That could have been me!’ 

One good thing that came out of being ‘corrected’ when I was younger, so much 

younger than today, (there’s a song in there somewhere, a bonus point to the person 

who can name the artist), I don’t have to play back hands in tennis, I just swap hands 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A2&version=NIV


to deliver the return.  I can bat in baseball or cricket left or right, but my throw is 

much stronger with my left arm. 

There are many things we all have to conform to within our society and culture, but 

we should not feel we always to have conform to be accepted. Sometimes it is good 

to break the mould and step out of the expected norm, to be individual rather than a 

conformist. I sometimes like to think ‘I did it my way’, (another song thrown in there), 

but I always make sure before doing anything either my way or any other way, I pray 

and ask the Lord for guidance.   

I am now a ‘right lefty’ and proud of it, does that mean I could stand for election 

somewhere? Joking aside, I mean by writing a ‘right lefty’, I am now blessed with 

being able to use both hands to some extent, but I am not ambidextrous, because I 

cannot use both my hands equally.  

On a serious note, we should all spend some time praying for our brothers and 

sisters who do not conform to their culture because of their Christian faith, and many 

are either killed, put in prison, or beaten because they believe Jesus Christ is the 

only way to God.  If we were ever in their situation would we conform, or would we 

take up our cross and bear to consequences of our faith? 

Yours in Christ 


