
 

 

LINK PARISH SUNDAY 
 

What a privilege for me to share with you once again, albeit over the vast waters of the Atlantic 

Ocean. Having visited you so recently, it is much easier for me to picture your beautiful church 

as well as your beautiful faces as I write this. God be with us all as we link with each other in this 

very unique way. 

� � † � � 

For the blind man Bartimaeus, the day was the same as every other day. He was just sitting at 

the roadside outside the big city of Jerico, where many people would pass, crying out for 

someone to have mercy and spare him some money for his livelihood. This was the only way he 

knew of making a living. Then things changed . . . . 

 

Suddenly there were more footsteps than usual passing. People were talking excitedly about 

bringing their sick friends and relatives along, mentioning the name of Jesus. Bartimaeus got 

excited. He had heard the rumours of Jesus and the way he healed people. Some were saying 

he was the promised Messiah, the Son of David. Perhaps if he called out this name, Jesus may 

take notice, so he cried out loudly, over and over, trying to make himself heard over the 

increasing hubbub of the crowd, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

 

Nobody took notice. Each bent on their own needs and expectations, and their own little ‘piece’ 

of the Teacher. Some almost trampled Bartimaeus into the ground telling him to shut up, he 

wasn’t important, maybe there were others they thought more deserving of the Teacher’s time 

and effort. But Bartimaeus did not give up and cried all the more, “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” 

 

Jesus, however, took notice. He calmly stopped as he and his disciples were passing Bartimaeus 

and said, “Call him.” Suddenly the attitudes of those around him changed and they actually 

helped him to Jesus, who says simply, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

 

So dear friends, here we are in this beautiful church of yours, in the presence of our living Lord 

Jesus. We are all here because we expect to encounter Jesus in one way or the other – in the 

Sunday readings, in the beautiful old hymns, in the ceremony of the Eucharist, or even in the 

words of the preacher. Jesus is able to hear each of our heart-cries even above the sound of the 

organ or the disruptions of children, no matter how quiet or loud our pleas may be. In his great 

love for you he is quietly and patiently asking you, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

 

Take time to tell him today from your heart what you desire him to do for you and don’t be 

surprised when he does it! 

 

I had been in the Parish of St Francis of Assisi for two years and was sitting in my study one 

morning contemplating where God wanted to take our Parish. We couldn’t keep going through 

the motions of doing church and not see any progress. How could I help God’s children at St 

Francis to really encounter the living Lord Jesus as Bartimaeus did that day outside Jerico? 

 

Over the following week or so, God began to form a vision in my mind, exciting me with 

constant confirmation in what was happening in the Parish overall, what I was reading and in 
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the daily Scriptures. I wrote down what I think he was encouraging me to say to the Parish, very 

much in line with the overall Provincial Vision of ACSA – Anglican Church of Southern Africa. 

 

Bartimaeus told Jesus, “I want to see.” I was saying to Jesus, I so want all of us at St Francis to 

really “see” and experience God working in our Parish. God then showed me to call our Vision 

the 2020 Vision for two reasons: We would guide people through a process of meeting Jesus 

and growing in his presence over a six year period, ending in the year 2020. Now we all know 

that if your optician tells you that you have 2020 vision, he means that your vision is perfect. 

Would we be able to help people “see” Jesus better over six years? Well, we believe so and we 

know that we are on the way. . .  

 

Using our Diocesan slogan, Forward with Jesus, and a previously stated Parish vision of being A 

People Empowered for Life and Ministry , we set ourselves the following mission statement: 

 

With God’s help St Francis of Assisi, Alberton, will be 

• a “Green Parish”. 

• a garden where people can meet with Christ and be ministered to and taught by him 

• a place of vibrant worship and ministry 

• a centre from which people ‘graduate’ to service in the wider community 

We will provide  

• an attractive place of worship set in a beautiful garden 

• at least four ordained priests and deacons 

• an effective team of lay ministers caring for the congregants 

• a vibrant junior church  

• worship services that will cater for various needs, languages, ages and church traditions  

 

The Vision 2020 Journey would be taken over six years with the following themes: 
 

               2015   Anchored in the Love of Christ 
 

 

               2016 Growing in the love of Christ 
 
 

                2017 Committed to God’s Mission 
                   

   

                2018  Reaching out in the Community 

 
 

                 2019 Transformed by the Holy Spirit 
 
 

                  2020  Growing in the Holy Spirit 
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From Advent 2014, be began to teach people just how much God loves them and how Jesus 

wanted them to make a true commitment to him and become Anchored in his love through 

regular prayer and Bible reading, and disciplines like serving the church with their time and 

talents and disciplined financial giving. We had and still have regular ‘altar calls’ to encourage 

congregants to be serious about their commitment to Christ. To help this understanding and 

process, we published a little prayer booklet called “Anchored in the Love of Christ”. 

 

The next year’s teaching focussed on how members could become more involved in Parish life 

and Grow in the Love of Christ. We taught that each individual has a God-given purpose with 

his or her life and that God blesses them as they discover their purpose and begin to live it out. 

We now also have a little booklet helping people understand how things work in the Anglican 

Church and our Parish in particular. It is called “Growing in the Love of Christ”. 

 

During 2017 we focussed on outreach in the community and taught on Christian Discipleship. 

Our Lay Ministers went on a mission to neighbouring parishes in our Archdeaconry. We wanted 

people to become “Committed to God’s Mission” in the world – to become less inwardly 

focussed and notice needs and minister to those needs outside the Parish. 

 

Right from the start of our Vision 2020 journey, we began to plan our church gardens by 

installing fencing, huge water tanks (For those who don’t know, water is a real treasure in Africa 

and we face ongoing shortages), and also a solar power generating system where about a third 

of our power comes straight from the sun. Having planted a Prayer Garden and established our 

“Whispers of Wonder” prayer and retreat ministry in 2018, we were ready to “Reach out in the 

Community”, by opening the gardens for use by other individuals and churches. This new 

ministry supplemented the Soup Kitchens, Food Parcels, jumble sales, winter blanket 

distributions, knitted beanies for babies and outreach ministry like KICK and gifts to old age 

homes, which had already been going in the Parish for some time. 

 

Throughout all this time, a real effort has been made to ‘liven up’ our Sunday worship with 

Youth-led services, incorporating modern choruses and songs as well as vernacular songs in our 

worship. This remains a prime focus. Over this time our registered members have more than 

doubled in number although we cannot claim that even half of them are regular, active 

members yet, but we’re working on it.    

 

As we approach Advent this year, our focus will shift to allowing God to transform our hearts 

from hearts of stone to hearts of flesh. We need to be transformed more and more into the 

image of his Son, Jesus.  

 

We recognise that this is not a linear process and that as new members enter the congregation 

we need to help them become anchored in the love of Christ and begin to grow as Christians, 

participating in the life of the Parish and community more and more. We need to constantly 

grow our leadership among lay people as so few persons are presenting themselves for 

ordained ministry, or sometimes we need to move a step or two back first in order to advance 

again. 

 

I believe that we constantly need to ask Jesus to “see him more clearly, follow him more nearly 

and love him more dearly”. We need to ask him to show us what he requires of us and our 
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parishes. In this way we can work more effectively with Jesus to build his Kingdom here on 

earth. This is a joyous process with many surprises and blessings along the way. 

 

So, Jesus constantly and invitingly asks us, “What do you want me to do for you?” Let us 

acknowledge the sincerity of his question and trust that he indeed wants to love us and serve 

us, as our Servant King. 

 

May God continue to bless you richly as you encounter him in your lives. May many days start 

out as expected and end with a special blessing from Jesus because you happened to be close 

to him.  

 

Here is theologian Michel de Verteuil’s wonderful prayer in connection with this story. We will 

be sharing with our congregation today and I hope you will also find relevant: 

  

“Lord, there are many people sitting at the side of the road, shouting to us to have pity on 

them, but they often shout in strange ways: by behaving badly in the classroom; by taking drugs 

and alcohol; by sulking, remaining silent or locked up in their rooms; sometimes by insisting 

that they are happy to be at the side of the road while others pass by.  Lord, like Jesus, we need 

to stop all that we are doing so that we can hear them express their deep longing to have their 

sight restored to them.’ Amen 

 


