
 
 
 
 
News from St Tyfodwg’s Church Glynogwr 
 
 
St Tyfodwg’s, it would appear, is not only recognised within the borough of Bridgend 
but its reputation has travelled across the ocean as far as the United States of America.   
There have been two visits recently, firstly by a group of ancestors of a lady whose 
resting place is in St Tyfodwg’s Churchyard, but also a lady from California who 
attended the Patronal Service held at the Church on Sunday, 23rd June.  
 
The Church was contacted by a family whose ancestor was buried in the Churchyard 
and wished to visit her grave and learn more about the Church itself 
 
A Patronal Service to celebrate the birth of St Tyfodwg was held at the Church on 
Sunday, 23rd June, 2019.    The service was conducted by a Guest minister, the Rev. 
Mark Broadway.   Of those in attendance there included a lady from California who 
was on holiday and staying locally with a friend.   When asked how she came to know 
of the service was told that they had been walking through the churchyard and spotted 
the notice regarding the service displayed on the Church door.   Interest in seeing the 
interior of the building and experiencing a service was what encouraged attendance.   
It was interesting to learn, after the service whilst taking refreshments, of life in 
America.  
 
Father Julian accompanied the Rev’d Mark Broadway who conducted the service and 
spoke of the life of St Tyfodwg who it is believed founded the Church in the 6th 
Century on a pilgrimage route from East Wales to the Cathedral of St David’s in 
Pembrokeshire.  It is the only Church exclusively dedicated to St Tyfodwg with one 
other church, the ancient church of Llantrisant being dedicated to three saints of 
which St. Dyfodwg is one and St Illtyd and St Gwynno being the other two.  
  
Nothing remains of the early structure of the first church at Glynogwr, which would 
have probably been made of clay and wattle covering a small altar.    The foundations 
of the present building are believed to date from the 13th and 14th century with the 
medieval structure still surviving and visible in the tower and parts of the South and 
North outer walls of the nave. 
 
The last draw of 100 Club will be made on 30th June, the 2019/2020 draw will 
recommence in July, although most of the numbers have been sold, there are a few 
still available.   Anyone interested please contact Keith Lynch, the organiser. 


