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Description of the Parish 

St Michael’s Church is in the Parish of Cwmafan in the Rural Deanery of Margam and 

the Diocese of Llandaff in the Church in Wales. Worship has taken place on this site 

since the 12th century when records show a building dedicated to St Michael on the site 

in 1180. 

Priest in Charge: The Reverend Elaine Jenkyns, 66 Dinas Baglan Road, Port Talbot SA12 

8AF 

Curate: The Reverend Stephen Jenkyns 

Independent Financial 

Examiner: 

Mr Philip Hunkin, W B V Chartered Accountants Ltd (Watkins, 

Bradfield, Vaughan), Woodfield House, Castle Walk, Neath, SA11 3LN 

Bankers: Lloyds TSB, Station Road, Port Talbot 

Architects: Caroe & Partners, Penniless Porch, Market Place, Wells, Somerset. BA5 

2RB 

The Objectives and Constitution of the PCC 

The objective of the Parochial Church Council is to ensure that the life and work 

of the Church within the Parish helps to fulfil the mission of the Church in Wales 

both locally and more widely, whereby to advance the Christian religion 

throughout the world. 

The PCC is not a body corporate. Its composition, procedure and powers are 

regulated by the Constitution of the Church in Wales, as amended from time to 

time by its Governing Body. Elections are held at an Annual Easter Vestry 

Meeting, which in 2018 took place on Sunday 25th March 2018 and this year will 

take place on Sunday 14th April 2018. All persons whose names are entered on 

the Electoral Roll are entitled to vote and to stand for election. Before assuming 

office, every member of the Council must sign a declaration that he/she will be 

bound by the Constitution. 

The PCC is responsible amongst other things for promoting the mission of the 

Church, the parochial budget and all expenditure there under; the care and 

maintenance of the church fabric and the church grounds, and for action on any 

other matter referred to it in accordance with the Constitution. The Council is also 

the normal channel of communication between the parishioners and the Bishop 

of the Diocese. 
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PCC Membership 

During the year 2018/19, the following served as members of the Parochial Church 

Council: 

Chair/Priest in Charge: The Reverend Elaine Jenkyns 

Curate:  The Reverend Stephen Jenkyns 

Reader: Mrs Sue Powell 

Vicar’s Warden: Mr David Whitelock, 13, Brynglas 
Avenue, Cwmafan, Port Talbot SA12 
9LE 

Peoples’ Warden: Vacant position 

Elected Members:  

Mrs Arneta Bendall Co-Treasurer & Covenant/Gift Aid 
Secretary 

Mrs Nia Dix-Williams  

Mrs Irene Evans  

Mrs Trudy Knowles  

Mrs Elaine Lewis  

Mrs Pauline Mills Co-Treasurer 

Mr Gwynne Williams  

Mrs Lynne Williams  

Mrs Trudy Knowles is secretary to the PCC 

Committees 

The Parochial Church Council operates through a number of committees that meet 

between full meetings of the PCC as required. These are: 

The Finance Committee 

The Buildings Committee 

The Fund Raising Committee 

Electoral Roll 

There are 84 parishioners on the recently updated Parish Electoral Roll.  
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Minutes of the Annual Easter Vestry Meeting  

of the Parish of Cwmafan 

Sunday 25th March 2018 

The meeting took place during Evensong and was chaired by the Reverend 
Elaine Jenkyns. 

Minutes of the last meeting held 9th April 2017 

Copies of these had been made available in the Annual Report prior to the 
meeting. A proposal to approve the minutes was seconded and they were 
approved. (Proposed Mr David Whitelock: Seconded Mrs Elaine Lewis) 

Annual report and review of the year 

The Reverend Elaine Jenkyns presented the review of the year, a copy of which 
had previously been circulated in the Annual Report. 
The reports from the Church committees and societies can be found in the 
Annual Report. 

Parish Treasurer’s report 

There were no queries on the accounts which had already been approved by 
the PCC.  

Elections 

❖ Vicar’s warden: Following 6 years of service Mrs Trudy Knowles has to 
step down as Vicar’s Warden. The Reverend Elaine Jenkyns has invited 
Mr David Whitelock to be Vicar’s Warden and he has agreed 

❖ Peoples’ warden: no nominations have been received for Peoples’ 
Warden.  

Mr Del Evans requested that the minutes record the meetings 
appreciation to Mrs Knowles for her work as Warden.  

❖ Parochial Church Councillors: The secretary reported that 7 valid 
nominations forms had been received. These are: 

Mrs Arneta Bendall, Mrs Nia Dix-Williams, Mrs Trudy Knowles, Mrs Elaine 
Lewis, Mrs Pauline Mills, Mr David Whitelock, Mr Gwynne Williams 

The chair explained that no election is necessary for this number and 
proposed that the above list of nominees be elected to serve on the PCC 
for 2018/2019. This was unanimously agreed. 
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Secretary’s note: a valid nomination for Mrs Irene Evans reached the 
secretary shortly after Vestry. PCC agreed that Mrs Evans would become 
a member. 

❖ Sidepersons: A new list of sidepersons has been compiled and will be 
published in the church magazine via the monthly rota 

Independent Examiners 

It was proposed that we continue to use the following: 
 

W B V Chartered Accountants Ltd (Watkins, Bradfield, Vaughan) 
Woodfield House 
Castle Walk 
Neath 
SA11 3LN 
Contact: Mr Philip Hunkin 

Date of the next PCC meeting 

The new PCC met immediately after the Vestry to confirm officers and sign the 
declaration.  Next full meeting to be arranged. 
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Reports 

Vicars Report for 2018 

At Easter 2018 we combined our Sunday morning services into one bilingual 

communion service which has worked well. However, the provision of an evening 

Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month attracted no additional people to the 

existing congregation, most of whom attend communion on either a Sunday or 

Wednesday morning. Therefore it was decided by Christmas that this provision 

was not needed, also there has been little uptake for our healing service which, as 

it requires at least two people to minister in prayer and anointing, is also 

unsustainable. We will continue to hold occasional Songs of Praise and Taize 

services but the timings of these need careful planning for a number of reasons, 

not least the demands on our organists.  My thanks to all who welcome, read, pray, 

administer the chalice and, of course, to Huw and Trudy for playing the organ. 

There are many other ways that people contribute to the life of our parish in 

cleaning and maintaining the buildings, being part of our groups and societies, and 

in fund raising. My thanks especially to Dave who has been the sole warden this 

year, and to Sue who does so much in worship, pastoral work and Messy Church. 

It is important to recognise the amount of people that serve the Lord in our parish 

by giving of their time and talents, especially as, since becoming Area Dean in 

February, I have had even greater demands on my time. 

Our biggest building project last year was the complete refit of our hall kitchen, 

largely made possible from a grant received from the National Lottery because 

of our use by community groups. Many church halls are underused, and it is good 

to see ours being a valuable resource for so many. My thanks to Gwynne for 

managing bookings and liaising with our hall users. In church the pews in the south 

side of the church were not able to be used for much of the year due to some 

damage to the ceiling by an earthquake (not something I ever thought I’d be 

putting in a parish report). Thankfully the work was completed before Christmas, 

the rest of the ceiling panels checked and repaired where necessary, and we are 

now pretty certain that it is safe to sit there! 

As we look to the coming year we will be taking on board the Diocesan Vision as 

the new PCC sets its priorities and we will hold a congregational meeting once we 

have had time to familiarise ourselves with it. There are exciting times ahead for 

our Diocese and parish as we seek to tell our joyful story, grow the Kingdom of 

God and build our capacity for good. The strapline for the Vision is ‘Where faith 

matters’ and our mission is to share how important our faith is to us that others 

may come to know God’s love. 

God Bless you 

Elaine 
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Society Reports for 2018 

Messy Church 

Messy Church continues to grow in popularity as we have welcomed so many 

families from Cwmavon and the surrounding area.    

New Year began with the story of Creation, reminding us that God is the origin of 

everything, including our own creativity.   Some of the activities were truly ‘messy’ 

including making Primordial Slime out of cornflour, to demonstrate that there was 

no life on earth until God made things live, and an Edible Eden as children were 

invited to taste a variety of different fruits.  

During Lent our activities included making crosses and prayer boxes and at Easter 

the children enjoyed constructing an Easter Garden.  The children have also been 

introduced to the other major festivals of the year, including Pentecost, Harvest 

and Advent and our last meeting of the year exceeded all our expectations, with 

over 40 children and adults in attendance. 

It has been a truly exciting year for Messy Church in Cwmavon, which would not 

have been possible without the commitment of our team of volunteers who have 

helped in so many different ways including feeding us with delicious meals.  We 

are also grateful to the parents for taking the time to bring children along, Vicars 

Elaine and Steve for their story telling and last but not least a BIG THANK YOU 

to the organisers of the Richard Burton Fun Run for their generous support. 

‘Thanks also to Reverends Elaine and Steven for leading worship and telling the 

children Bible stories.’ 

Sue Powell 

Ladies’ Afternoon Bible Study Group 

Our afternoon Bible study group has continued to meet regularly on a Monday 

from 2-3pm in the church hall.    Some of the topics we have studied together 

include the Letter of James, The Parables and Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians.  

During 2019 the group will be looking more closely at The Apostles’ Creed as we 

explore the essential teachings of our faith.   

Whilst our primary aim is to study the Bible we have also enjoyed fellowship and 

the occasional afternoon tea.   So why not consider joining us?   Everyone is 

welcome. 

Sue Powell 
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Evening Bible Study Group 

This group continues to meet regularly and during 2018 switched to Tuesday 

evening instead of Thursday. During 2018, Vicar Elaine’s commitments often meant 

that she could not attend and the group have become more confident in 

occasionally following the studies in her absence. 

In 2018 we completed 1 Corinthians and in September started to study Si John’s 

gospel. 

Also in September we switched from meeting on Thursdays to meeting on Tuesday 

evenings. The group continues to meet in each other’s houses. 

The group also enjoyed visits to the Princess Royal Theatre to see a performance 

of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat” and the Youth Theatre’s 

performance of “Seussical”, in which Nicola, one of our Bible study group, 

performed.    

Our group remains small, enjoying the fellowship with others who are committed 

to studying God’s word and to seeking to apply it in our own lives.  

We welcome all new members and no prior knowledge of the Bible is necessary. 

Speak to me if you are interested but not sure what to expect. 

Rev Elaine  

St Michael’s Ladies Guild Report 

We began the year with our AGM where it was decided current officers  would 

continue to remain in position. 

During the year we had a variety of interesting speakers . Our annual trip to the 

theatre in June was thoroughly enjoyed by all. However the absolute highlight  of 

the year was our very own leader Beryl 's 80th birthday which was celebrated at 

the hall in true ladies guild style. 

As always we are looking for new members to join us on alternate Mondays, please 

see parish the parish magazine for dates and future events. We look forward to 

welcoming you all. 

Margaret Langdon. 

St Michael’s Church Mens’ Society 

We began the year 2018 with our AGM in January when we re-elected our officers 

for the coming year, reviewed our previous year and planned our calendar of 

events for 2019.We meet on the third Wednesday of each month in the Church 

Hall, except when we visit places of interest to our members and guests (museums 

stately homes etc). Our current active membership now stands at 14 members.  
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We also encourage past members and guests of the society to join us at special 

events (summer trips, Christmas dinner or lectures of personal interest), we also 

organise a sub-group of eight DIY fanatics from the society, the aptly named 

“Monday Morning Men” who carry out minor repairs and housekeeping duties to 

the fabric of the Church, Hall and graveyards, which continues to reduce some of 

the repair costs to the Parish purse. 

During the past year our calendar went very well.   Our July day-trip was to the 

Haynes Car Museum, Somerset followed by an evening meal. This year we had our 

mid-summer dinner during the August break at La Memo’s, Port Talbot.  Our year 

culminated with our Christmas dinner again at La Memo’s Restaurant when all 

fourteen members thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 

Peter Bowyer 

Society Secretary. 

The Luncheon Club 

Last year was an exciting time.  After discussions a new kitchen was decided upon.  

Grants were secured after a lot of work by Trudy and Gwynne.  Plans were 

discussed and approved by the PCC. 

During December the kitchen was painted (paid for by the Luncheon Club) ready 

for the transformation which happened over the Christmas school holidays.  Many 

thanks to Craftsman Kitchens. 

The Luncheon club paid £1,000 towards the cost.  Feedback from users of the 

kitchen regarding the look and usefulness of the upgraded kitchen has been all 

positive.  

A big THANK YOU to all who have helped and supported us during the year in 

whatever capacity. 

Pam Davies 

The Michaelstone Messenger 

Despite having a number of new subscribers during 2018, our overall numbers have 

decreased over the year. 

Expenditure on consumables, annual fees, etc. have slightly increased but with 

careful management, subscriptions 

remained the same as in previous years and we have managed to retain the costs 

of a magazine at £5.50p. for 2019. 

Our thanks go to everyone who has subscribed and to our loyal advertisers, who 

have supported the magazine over 
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the past year.  “The Michaelstone Messenger” has been able to donate £200 to 

St. Michael’s Graveyard Appeal in the Spring of 2018 and, thanks to those who 

sent Christmas Greeting messages via the magazine. From 

the sale of pyramids, we raised £140 towards Vicar Elaine’s  chosen Christmas 

Charity. 

Pauline Morgan 

The Sewing Class 

Last year we had a couple of successful projects.  We knitted scarves and hats 

which we took to St. Theodore’s Kenfig Hill where they were given to the Chaplain 

to “the Mission to Seafarers” so he could distribute to the seamen that call at 

the local docks. 

Another of our projects was to knit poppies: hundreds of them.  They were sent 

to an appeal that made a “curtain” that was displayed in various locations and is 

now on permanent display at the Gower Heritage Centre.  This led us to make a 

“curtain” for our church.  This was installed in the back window of the Lady Chapel 

for the fortnight of Armistice.  Brooches were also made and sold with the 

proceeds going to the British Legion. 

If anyone has some free time on a Tuesday afternoon and would like to join us in 

our efforts they would be most welcome. 

Pam Davies 

 

 


