
I had two fathers, a rich dad and a poor dad. 

One was highly educated and intelligent. He had a Ph.D. and completed four years of undergraduate work in less 
than two years. He then went on to Stanford University, the University of Chicago and Northwestern University to do 
his advanced studies, all on full financial scholarships. The other father never finished the eighth grade.

Both men were successful in their careers, working hard all their lives. Both earned substantial incomes. Yet one 
always struggled financially. The other would become one of the richest men in Hawaii. One died leaving tens of 
millions of dollars to his family, charities and his church. The other left bills to be paid.

Both men were strong, charismatic and influential. Both men offered me advice, but they did not advise the same 
things. Both men believed strongly in education, but did not recommend the same course of study.

If I’d had only one dad, I would have had to accept or reject his advice. 

Having two dads offered me the choice of contrasting points of view: one of a rich man and one of a poor man.

Instead of simply accepting or rejecting one or the other, I found myself thinking more, comparing and then choosing 
for myself. 

The problem was that the rich man was not rich yet, and the poor man was not yet poor. Both were just starting out on 
their careers, and both were struggling with money and families. But they had very different points of view about money.

For example, one dad would say, “The love of money is the root of all evil.” 

The other said, “The lack of money is the root of all evil.”

You Need to Think for Yourself
As a young boy, having two strong fathers both influencing me was difficult. 

I wanted to be a good son and listen, but the two fathers did not say the same things. The contrast in their points  
of view, particularly about money, was so extreme that I grew curious and intrigued. I began thinking for long periods 
of time about what each was saying.

Much of my private time was spent reflecting, asking myself, “Why does he say that?” and then asking the same 
question of the other dad’s statement. It would have been much easier to say, “Yeah, he’s right. I agree with that.”  
Or to simply reject the point of view by saying, “The old man doesn’t know what he’s talking about.”
 
Instead, having two dads whom I loved forced me to think and ultimately choose a way of thinking for myself. As a 
process, choosing for myself turned out to be much more valuable in the long run than simply accepting or rejecting 
a single point of view.

One of the reasons the rich get richer, the poor get poorer and the middle class struggles in debt is that the subject 
of money is taught at home, not in school. Most of us learned about money from our parents. 

But what can a poor parent tell their child about money? They simply say, “Stay in school and study hard.” The child 
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may graduate with excellent grades, but with a poor person’s financial programming.

Sadly, money is not taught in schools. 

Schools focus on scholastic and professional skills, but not on financial skills. This explains how smart bankers, 
doctors and accountants who earned excellent grades may struggle financially all of their lives. Our staggering 
national debt is due in large part to highly educated politicians and government officials making financial decisions 
with little or no training in the subject of money.

Today I often wonder what will soon happen with the millions of people who need financial and medical assistance. 
They will be perpetually dependent upon their families or the government for financial support. What will happen 
when Medicare and Social Security run out of money? How will a nation survive?

Because I had two influential fathers, I learned from both of them.

I had to think about each dad’s advice, and in doing so, I gained valuable insight into the power and effect of one’s 
thoughts on one’s life. 

For example, one dad had a habit of saying, “I can’t afford it.” 

The other dad insisted I ask instead, “How can I afford it?” 

One is a statement, and the other is a question. 

One lets you off the hook, and the other forces you to think. 

My soon-to-be-rich dad would explain that by automatically saying the words “I can’t afford it,” your brain stops 
working. By asking the question “How can I afford it?” your brain is put to work. He did not mean that you should 
buy everything you want. 

He was fanatical about exercising your mind, the most powerful computer in the world. He’d say, “My brain gets 
stronger every day because I exercise it. The stronger it gets, the more money I can make.” He believed that auto-
matically saying “I can’t afford it” was a sign of mental laziness.

Although both dads worked hard, I noticed that one dad had a habit of putting his brain to sleep when it came to 
finances, and the other had a habit of exercising his brain. The long-term result was that one dad grew stronger 
financially, and the other grew weaker. 

It is not much different from a person who goes to the gym to exercise on a regular basis versus someone who sits 
on the couch watching television. Proper physical exercise increases your chances for health, and proper mental 
exercise increases your chances for wealth.

You Should Not Work for Money
My two dads had opposing attitudes and that affected the way they thought. Although both men had tremendous 
respect for education and learning, they disagreed about what they thought was important to learn. 

One wanted me to study hard, earn a degree and get a good job to earn money. He wanted me to study to become 
a professional, an attorney or an accountant and to go to business school for my MBA. 

The other encouraged me to study to be rich. To get real financial education, understand how money works and to 
learn how to have it work for me. 

“I don’t work for money!” were words he would repeat over and over. “Money works for me!”

But real financial education must include a bit of financial history. Because…

America is Facing a Terrible Financial Crisis Today
Aging baby boomers are watching their pensions dissolve and their retirement dreams evaporate. But this crisis 
didn’t appear out of thin air. This financial crisis has been brewing for over 100 years, since 1913, the year the  



Federal Reserve System and the U.S. tax system were created. 

Since then, the financial, political and academic elite lived well, out of touch with the parts of America that were 
dying. For years, no one cared that factories were moving out of the country. For years, no one cared that once-
high-paying jobs were leaving the country. For years, no one cared that towns across the United States were dying. 

Senator Bernie Sanders got it, which is why he almost beat Hillary Clinton in the Democratic primary. 

Donald Trump gets it, which is why, today, he is the President of the United States.

But my concern is that too many people are counting on President Trump to save them. While Donald Trump is  
a great man, he is not Superman. I doubt he can save anyone, unless they are first willing to save themselves.

Donald Trump and I wrote two books together, We Want You to Be Rich and Midas Touch because we do not believe 
in giving people fish, as Bernie Sanders and many others believe. 

But nothing about financial education is political. I’m not a Republican or a Democrat. If anything, I’m an Independent. 
I’m a person who thinks for himself. 

The only reason Donald Trump and I teamed up is because we both believe in teaching people to fish. 

That’s why my first book, Rich Dad Poor Dad was written 20 years ago, in 1997. To teach people to fish.

Now, 21 years later, I’m launching this new project to teach people like you how to fish in a whole new way…

It's Time You See the Other Side of the Coin
Money comes and goes, but if you have the education about how money works, you gain power over it and can begin 
building wealth. No matter what your age.

That starts with what I call, “standing on the edge of the coin.”

Most people know there are two sides to a coin, heads or tails. And likewise two sides to every argument…

One smart person says the price of gold is going up… another smart person says gold will plummet…

One smart person says buy this stock now… another smart person says it’s worse than garbage…

What most people don’t understand is that it doesn’t really matter which person is right.

That’s because few people know that there are actually three sides to every coin (Heads, Tails and The Edge).

Your ability to stand on the edge to understand contrasting points of view and glean what information you believe 
to be valuable from each side is a crucial skill. 

If you can do that, there’s always a way for you to make money.

That’s why I’ve launched this new project with Paradigm Press ― The Rich Dad Poor Dad Letter.

This Will Not be Like any Other Newsletter You've Read Before
When I teamed up with Paradigm Press, I made it clear to them I’m not a stock-picker…

“I’m like Sergeant Schultz, from Hogan’s Heroes,” I told them, “I know nothing!”

What I do have are life lessons, a great team of experts I’ve built around me and a passion for teaching.

My team and I think for ourselves to increase and apply our financial intelligence and share our knowledge with others.

This publication aims to reinforce the lessons we’ve learned, using stories and experiences I’ve picked up along the 
way while showing you financial opportunities and examples of how to grow your own wealth.



I’ll put everything I share with you as simply as possible. Just as simply as my rich dad put forth his lessons  
to me. 

The financial lessons are meant not to be final answers, but guideposts that will assist you and your children to 
grow wealthier no matter what happens in a world of increasing change and uncertainty.

I want you to grow your wealth. I want you to take risks, as well as manage them. And I want you to be a success. 

There are three core features of The Rich Dad Poor Dad Letter…

• Monthly Rich Dad Poor Dad Letter Issues: Every month, my team and I will send you our take on a  
financial or economic current event and the #1 investment opportunity we’ve identified flowing from it… 

• The Rich Dad Mastermind: Each week I sit down with professionals from the world of money, investing, 
business and personal development. I’ll post the latest video on our Mastermind forum every week. 
You’ll get different viewpoints on how you can set yourself up for financial success. Plus, you can 
discuss and share thoughts on whatever topics we’re focusing on that week. I’ll be able to see your 
comments and so will your fellow subscribers. Members only… 

• Your Retirement Masterclass: Between your guided videos and the 49 Retirement Income Secrets, 
you have so much information and education at your fingertips. Invest your time to learn how to 
achieve financial freedom…

Each will help you grow your financial knowledge and show you opportunities my team and I see in the market today.

But there are two things you need to do:

1. You need to take responsibility for yourself: This newsletter deals with stocks, dividends, options 
and other strategies. But investing and trading paper assets is not something you do without being 
financially educated first. 

2. Take action: Education is the first step. But education without action is just mental gymnastics.  
If you never risk failing, you can never succeed.

If you bought this newsletter to take a shortcut and have someone (me) do all your work for you, then you need  
to cancel immediately. 

Because that’s just being lazy.

And do you know what I call a lazy investor?

Poor.

Still here?

Ready to grow your financial knowledge?

Good. Then look inside for your first lesson…

To making life better,

Robert Kiyosaki 
Editor, The Rich Dad Poor Dad Letter
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