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2018 was another record-breaking year for Palmer Home.  
With your help, we were able to serve 204 children. 

Over the course of the year, these children were introduced to 
the love of God and the support of a family. It’s gratifying to see 
the Palmer Home mission in motion—to know that the energy and 
resources poured into young lives is truly making a difference.

As we look ahead to a new year we pause to thank God for 
blessing Palmer Home, and we give thanks for you. Our spirits are 
encouraged by the growth we are experiencing and by the increase 
of people willing to step forward and make a difference. Your gifts 
are being used wisely, and we will honor your trust to reach even 
more children this year. 

You make the work of Palmer Home possible. 

Dear friends,

Drake Bassett
President & CEO

Know a child in need? Visit  us online and refer a child: palmerhome.org/refer-a-child/
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separated for reasons 

beyond their control are 
now reunited with their 
birth families and given 

fresh starts.

CHILDREN



4 Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook @palmerhome

2,000HOURS
of therapy led by skilled, 
godly counselors who love 
our children and help them 
process the pain in their life.
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Palmer Home for Children

Palmer Home for Children provides superior care for children 
while introducing the love of God through our service to each 
individual child. Serving both individual children and sibling groups, 
Palmer Home provides a family and community to children in need 
regardless of race, gender or background.  

Jonah’s Journey

Jonah’s Journey provides Christian foster care to children of women 
who are incarcerated. Additionally, caregivers strive to develop 
strong relationships with birth family members with the end goal 
being healthy and safe reunification. 

Whole Child Initiative

Whole Child Initiative provides a trauma sensitive, holistic approach 
to caregiving that helps vulnerable children heal and thrive in home, 
school and community life. Our goal is to encompass the whole 
story, whole child, whole team, and whole caregiver to provide the 
highest standard of care for each child. 

Our Services

Know a child in need?  Visit  us online and refer a child: palmerhome.org/refer-a-child/
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Drake Bassett
President & CEO

Sarah Hollis
Engagement

Carol Wright
Business Affairs

Robert Farris
Expansion

Melissa Mowrey
Marketing

Ashley Gray
Children’s Services

Leadership Team



Alan Walters
Jackson, MS 
Serving since 2005
Chairman

Vice Chairman

Dr. Daryl Guest
Starkville, MS
Serving since 2012

Dolph Bryan
Starkville, MS
Serving since 2005

Karen Carlisle
Memphis, TN
Serving since 2003

PALMER HOME
ADVISORY BOARD

Lisa Turner
Mike Arledge

JONAH’S JOURNEY
ADVISORY BOARD

John Murfee
Troy Jennings
Mark Jacobs
Randy Holcombe

BOARD
EMERITUS

Charles Berry
Dr. Robert Black
Larry Edwards
Charles Guest
Jack Forbus 
Dewitt Hicks

Rev. Thomas Kay, Jr.
Charles McElroy
Everett C. Owens III
Jon Reeves
Donny Sanders
Lee Tyner

Harold Clark
Starkville, MS
Serving since 2002

Robert Clark
Starkville, MS
Serving since 2012

Kirby Dobbs-Floyd
Memphis, TN
Serving since 1997

Gray Flora
Columbus, MS
Serving since 2006

Melinda George
Memphis, TN
Serving since 2018

Trip Hairston
Columbus, MS
Serving since 2012

Dr. Andrew Martin
Starkville, MS
Serving since 2018 

Tom McCann
Peachtree City, GA
Serving since 1987

David White
Meridian, MS
Serving since 2007

Dr. Russ Russell
Columbus, MS
Serving since 2012

Jim Walker
Germantown, TN
Serving since 2006

Board Members
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Rick Powell
Memphis, TN
Serving since 2012
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Volunteers

Jonah’s Journey
29 Reunifications

39 Foster Homes

6 New Foster Homes Licensed

21 Full-Time Caregivers

18 Respite Caregivers

2014

91 CHILDREN 
SERVED

2015

107 CHILDREN 
SERVED

Palmer Home
2,000 Therapy Hours

5 Reunifications

3 High School Graduates

6 College Students

21 Houseparents and Relief Parents

32 Sponsor Families

Donors
235 Churches from 8 States

627 Businesses from 10 States

3,909 Individual and Family Donors from 45 States

258 Volunteers

1,748 Hours Volunteered

2018 Record-Breaking Care
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Jonah’s Journey

204 CHILDREN SERVED IN 2018

29 Reunifications

39 Foster Homes

6 New Foster Homes Licensed

21 Full-Time Caregivers

18 Respite Caregivers

Residential Care
Foster Care
Independent/College
Referred to Partner Organization 

90
41
9

64

2016

145 CHILDREN 
SERVED

2017

163 CHILDREN 
SERVED

2018

204 CHILDREN 
SERVED

50ANNIVERSARY
th

of Camp Palmer,
a wonderful summer  

tradition hosted by the 
Independent Presbyterian 
Church of Memphis, where 

our children swim, ride  
horses, and fellowship  
with caring counselors.

2018 Record-Breaking Care
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CAREGIVERS

PROGRAM
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Palmer Home for Children
A LOOK INTO THE ANNUAL LEADERSTATE PROGRAM

Every summer, high school students 
from both campuses at Palmer Home 
anticipate attending Mississippi State 
University’s LeaderSTATE program. 
This partnership with MSU began five 
years ago and continues to be a vital 
connection for the children. 

The week specializes in cultivating 
tomorrow’s leaders by building 
confidence, providing career guidance, 
encouraging strong character, and 
instilling inspiration to carry them into 
the future. Daily seminars focus on 
different aspects of leadership, each 
complete with a speaker and 
practical workshop. 

Days end with group dinners in the 
dining hall, free time at the campus 
recreational area, and a devotional 

speaker to emphasize the spiritual 
side of leadership. The experience is 
something that many will not forget.
“We look forward to this program each 
year,” said Drake Bassett, President and 
CEO of Palmer Home. “Our children 
come back enthused and reinvigorated 
about the opportunities that lie before 
them. We appreciate MSU for providing 
Palmer Home students with such 
a unique experience.”

12



13Follow us on Twitter,  Instagram and Facebook @palmerhomeFollow us on Twitter,  Instagram and Facebook @palmerhome
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Our three graduates overcame  

the odds, did the hard work, and  
now are off to college.

HIGH 
SCHOOL
GRADUATES
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A highlight from this year’s weeklong 
camp included an art seminar that 
focused on “The Essence of Me.” A 
local Starkville artist led the students 
in a three-hour workshop addressing 
questions such as “Who am I?” 
and “What makes me great?” The 
artist challenged students to look 
within themselves and gain a better 
understanding of their behaviors, 
strengths and weaknesses, God-
given talents and skills, and to 
examine their feelings in relation to 
their life experiences. After a time of 
introspection, the group painted on 
canvases a facial expression they felt 
represented their traits and reflected 
upon how their personalities would help 
shape their futures. 

The LeaderSTATE team and the Palmer 
Home children spent a day off-campus 
in Memphis, Tennessee to meet with 
FedEx executives as a part of the FedEx 
Cares program. The employees shared 
personal stories from their childhood 
and encouraged the students to consider 
their career potential. 

The high schoolers got a behind-the-
scenes look at the shipping process, 
from the moment a package arrives at 
the facility to when the package departs 
by plane. 

Their time in Memphis also included a 
visit to the National Civil Rights Museum, 
where they absorbed historical lessons 
and discussed the need to stand up 
for what is right in the world today. 
Counselors discussed the importance of 
integrity in leadership with the young 
adults and debriefed the group about 
the impact of civil rights in our past, 
present and future. 

At the end of the week, the teens toured 
the Mississippi State University Center 
for Entrepreneurship and Outreach. 

Know a child in need? Visit  us online and refer a child: palmerhome.org/refer-a-child/
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The facility has produced a number of 
innovative projects where the students 
were inspired by the creativity 
and initiative. 

They also had the opportunity to sit 
in on a financial literacy class, learn 
the process of starting a business, and 
engage in a public speaking seminar that 
emphasized the importance of furthering 
their education.

The leadership skills developed at the 
MSU camp are woven into the fabric 
of life on campus at Palmer Home 
throughout the year, and the confidence 
grown at LeaderSTATE will continue to 
empower and inspire these incredible 
young adults as they plan for the future.

Want to make a donation? Visit  palmerhome.org/donate to get started.



At 14 years old, April first began 
experimenting with drugs to avoid the 
reality of her difficult family life. Her 
substance use escalated quickly, and 
she became an IV user. In one year, she 
overdosed six times. In addition to her 
addiction, April was in an unhealthy 
relationship for seven years and had lost 
all contact with her family. 

It wasn’t until she found herself in prison 
that things began changing for April. In 
2015, she found out she was pregnant.

Throughout her pregnancy, many 
people inside the prison mentioned 
Jonah’s Journey to April. At first she was 
resistant to the idea, but after spending 
time with Jonah’s Journey staff April was 
excited about the opportunities Jonah’s 
Journey could provide for her 
daughter, Serenity. 

The tipping point for April was simple—
the employees and families associated 
with Jonah’s Journey cared about her 
baby and they cared about her. 

“Jonah’s Journey gave me a way to keep 
my daughter and to be the mother I 
needed to be and that I knew I could 
be,” she said. “They believed in me when 
nobody else did. They loved me before 
I could love myself. They thought I was 
worth it when everyone else had just 
given up on me. Jonah’s Journey gave 
me the support I needed to not only be 
the mother I wanted to be, but also to 
become a better woman.”

Chad and Nina, the caregivers that took 
in Serenity while April served her prison 
sentence, have had a lasting impact on 
April and continue to be a part of both 
her and Serenity’s lives.

Jonah’s Journey

THE STORY OF APRIL AND SERENITY

Know a child in need? Visit  us online and refer a child: jonahsjourney.org/contact/
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Before being released from prison, April 
said they both helped her with real-
world skills like learning how to balance 
a budget.

“If I ever have any questions about 
anything in general, Chad and Nina 
are always there,” she said. “They will 
always pick up the phone. That constant 
support doesn’t waver. Chad and Nina 
had so much faith in me even when I 
didn’t have faith in myself. They loved me 
through it. I absolutely love that family.”

After being released from prison, April 
was reunified with Serenity. She was 
also reunited with her own mother. The 
mother-daughter relationship continues 
to heal while the three live together. 
April hopes having the chance to rebuild 
her relationship with both her mom and 
daughter will have a lasting impact.

The opportunity Jonah’s Journey 
provided for Serenity and April was not 
just a temporary solution while in prison, 
but a generational change that will shape 
the rest of her and her daughter’s lives. 

“I never thought I would have my child 
back,” she said. “Never in a million 
years did I think I’d get to wake up and 
get my child ready or have bath time 
every night. Jonah’s Journey made that 
possible. Not only did they provide 
what was needed for Serenity, but they 
provided me with belief in myself.” 



In 2013, the Whole Child Initiative was 
created with the intent to provide 
children served at Palmer Home and 
Jonah’s Journey with individualized care 
that addresses their needs holistically. 
Over the years, our Whole Child Initiative 
team has worked continuously to update 
this standard of care by focusing on 
trauma and relationships in the life of a 
vulnerable child.

The belief that children are made in the 
image of God and that every aspect of 
a child’s life is interconnected influences 
how Palmer Home and Jonah’s Journey 
responds to the children entrusted to
our care. The Whole Child Initiative 
originally provided a smart, simple tool 
to help our team proactively assess and 
address the multidimensional needs of 
children. We have come to more deeply 
understand that to provide a restorative 
environment for the Whole Child,

we must address three additional core 
principles when working with children 
and families in crisis: the influence of a 
child’s Whole Story, the importance of a 
Whole Team, and the necessity of a 
Whole Caregiver. 

Each month the implementation team, 
which consists of board members, 
houseparents and staff, comes together 
to review policy, approach and practice 
in caring for our children. We have 
increased the focus of the Whole Child 
Initiative to take a deeper look into 
trauma and relationships. The impact 
of trauma and the power of healthy 
relationships have become the lens 
through which we see our children, their 
families, and even each other within 
the organization. 

OUR MULTIDIMENSIONAL CHILD CARE APPROACH

18

Whole Child Initiative
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Through the growth of the 
Whole Child Initiative, we hope to 

see lives actively transformed—the 
lives of the children and families 

served by Palmer Home and Jonah’s 
Journey as well as the lives of those 

who partner with us in this work.

Know a child in need?  Visit  us online and refer a child: palmerhome.org/refer-a-child/
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“The work of Palmer Home is deeply 
 human work, and you can play a part in

rescuing and restoring the lives of 
vulnerable children.”

DRAKE BASSETT, PRESIDENT & CEO

PALMER HOME FOR CHILDREN
palmerhome.org
(855) 672-5637 

PO Box 746 
Columbus, MS 39703

Follow us on social @palmerhome


