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Executive Summary 
 
For the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) in the Highlands Region of Pennsylvania, the development of 
conservation planning tools to assist our partners in the protection of this region began in the early 
2000s. To understand the use of these products and to assist in guiding future planning projects, in 
2022, AMC conducted a survey of our conservation partners that included local, county, and state 
government agencies, as well as conservation organizations. The survey established an understanding of 
what tools were being used and how, as well as what type of future studies and tools are needed to 
assist in facilitating continued conservation of the Highlands Region. With the results of this survey, AMC 
was able to conclude that prioritization of promoting the PA Highlands Region, updating existing 
projects, and developing new planning tools would provide the most benefit to partners within the PA 
Highlands.  
 
The prioritization of these projects was determined based on the number of participants ranking them 
in the survey, as well as mentioning them during the discussion period of a follow-up interview. Based 
on these results, the AMC is moving forward with implementing several of these projects and 
recommendations. 
 

“Most people are unaware that we are part of the Highlands,  
or what it means. There needs to be better outreach and/or publicity.” 

 
Key findings: 
 

• Our conservation partners are mostly unaware of the 4-state Highlands region as a focused 
collaborative conservation effort and the work that AMC has done in the development of 
conservation planning tools found on the PA Highlands website including Protecting Threatened 
Trail Views Along the Circuit: An Assessment of Land Conservation priorities and Development 
Along the Circuit and An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Sand Hills Conservation 
Area. However, now that several participants are aware of these planning tools, they are more 
likely to use them. 
 

• Since several partners indicated they have used story maps in preparing county planning 
documents, increased collaboration with County Planning Commissions on AMC-led projects 
would contribute to the understanding of all partners working on conservation of natural 
resources. 

 
• AMC conservation planning tools are not always reaching municipal and county officials and 

staff. By increasing collaboration with the local government and conservation partners, the AMC 
would bring awareness of existing planning tools as well as working together in developing new 
tools to increase conserving this region of the Highlands. 

 
• Participants appreciated the opportunity to provide feedback. 

 
• Overall, the quality of the planning tools was highly ranked, suggesting that partners view AMC 

as a trusted source of high-quality products. In particular, the StoryMaps were noted by the 
respondents as very well done. 

 

http://pahighlands.org/


5 
 

Recommendations: 
 

• Raise awareness of available conservation tools through events, webinars, and newsletters of 
the region and networking. 

 
• Develop an interactive map that is a “one-stop shop” for these resources, including AMC 

projects, updated Highlands Conservation Act data layer and expanded boundary, state 
representatives, and available funding sources. 

 
• Update the Fast Facts and PA Highlands website. 

 
• Conduct a feasibility study for the Oley Hills conservation area identified in the AMC 

Conservation Atlas with an emphasis on cultural resources. 
 

• Utilize more public participation-focused tools such as comment maps where participants can 
provide feedback directly to a map concerning that map or related project. 

 
• Update previous AMC assessment studies with the results of the updated Highland Conservation 

Act study once it is completed.  

https://pahighlands.org/coalition/fact-sheets
http://pahighlands.org/
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Introduction 
 
The Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) works in the Highlands Region of Pennsylvania to promote the 
protection, enjoyment, and understanding of its mountains, forests, waters, and trails. This region is a 
13-county, 1.4-million-acre region that includes the populations of the Lehigh Valley, Reading, and 
Pottstown, and is in close proximity to the populations of the cities of Philadelphia and Harrisburg. It 
includes conserved mountain areas, forests, farms, and trails. Development of conservation planning 
tools to assist our partners in the protection of this region began in the early 2000s. To understand the 
use of these products and to assist in guiding future planning projects, in 2022, AMC conducted a survey 
of our conservation partners that included local, county, and state government agencies, as well as 
conservation organizations. Our conservation partners include local, county, and state government 
agencies, as well as conservation organizations. 
 
With the results of this survey, prioritization of updating existing projects and development of new 
planning tools that would benefit partners within the PA Highlands will be determined. Beyond 
members of the PA Highlands Coalition, the results will also advance the strategic plans of both the 
Pennsylvania Highlands and Circuit Trails Coalitions. The Pennsylvania Highlands Coalition is a diverse 
and effective public-private partnership that conserves critical working and natural lands, as well as 
promotes the development and enjoyment of recreational trails in the Pennsylvania Highlands region.  
 

Methodology  
 
An online survey was developed to evaluate the effectiveness of AMC’s conservation research tools 
including interactive maps, story maps, and assessment studies. Participants also had an option to be 
interviewed to discuss the survey and their results in more detail. All responses remain confidential. 
 
The survey consisted of 25 questions in six sections, including contact information, interactive maps, 
StoryMap, Protect the View, related resources, and conclusion. The survey lists 13 conservation planning 
tools that can be found at the PA Highlands website. These include 4 interactive maps, 1 StoryMap, 5 
assessment reports, 1 website, 1 fact sheet, and 1 news blog. 
 

1. Highlands Trail Interactive Map – Pennsylvania Highlands 
An interactive map that highlights the Highlands Trail in PA, as well as critical treasures, 
parks, and trail development initiatives in the PA Highlands. 

2. Find Your Trail - Pennsylvania Highlands 
A compilation of 16 PA Highlands Trail segments, which includes trail route information, 
access points, facts, planning, and nearby destinations.  

3. Land and Trails Tracking System - Pennsylvania Highlands 
An interactive map of the Pennsylvania Highlands region that provides a landscape view 
of protected open space and trails, as well as detailed information on the extent of 
conservation land in each township and county. 

4. Water Resources Interactive Map - Pennsylvania Highlands 
An interactive map that connects paddlers and anglers to the opportunities and values 
of the water resources across the Pennsylvania Highlands and the threats to their 
integrity. Water quality, fishing, and recreation data are provided for each water 
feature.  

https://pahighlands.org/
https://pahighlands.org/highlands-trail/interactive-map
https://pahighlands.org/highlands-trail/find-your-trail
https://pahighlands.org/conservation/land-and-trails-tracking-system
https://pahighlands.org/conservation/water-resources-interactive-map
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5. Highlands Trail StoryMap - Pennsylvania Highlands 
Using ESRI’s ArcGIS StoryMap platform, AMC staff tell the story of the 300-mile-long 
Highlands Trail in Pennsylvania. The StoryMap provides information on the twenty-two 
existing trails that the Highlands Trail co-aligns with along its route. It also describes 
areas planned for new trails and gaps in the trail network. 

6. Circuit Trails Visual Assessment  
The study analyzes Circuit Trails in suburban and rural landscapes to identify potential 
conservation needs based on development risks to the trails’ viewsheds. Using the 
results of the analysis, a conservation assessment and ranking of priority lands was 
developed, which can be used as a tool by conservancies and land managers to assist in 
prioritizing conservation efforts. The methodology was developed during a visual 
assessment pilot project that focused on a section of the Schuylkill River Trail and was 
reviewed by the project steering committee. 

7. Protect the View website  
A campaign and call to action resulting from the Circuit Trails Visual Assessment, a 
rigorous conservation and land development analyses. The in-depth research identified 
10 views from 6 Circuit Trails that are most vulnerable to development pressure. Protect 
the View visually showcases and highlights the many benefits these scenic trail views 
have to offer. The campaign catalyzes communication about the importance of open 
space funding and the need to preserve the scenic value of these places. 

8. Critical Lands Analysis for portions of Bucks, Lancaster, and Lebanon Counties in the 
Pennsylvania Highlands 

The critical lands analysis project identified priority lands for conservation containing 
high water resource values or which could contribute to the restoration of impaired 
streams in the portions of Bucks, Lancaster, and Lebanon Counties in the Pennsylvania 
Highlands. 

9. An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Furnace Hills Conservation Area, Pennsylvania 
Highlands  

The goals of the analysis were two-fold. The first goal was to identify core conservation 
areas and to develop a conservation assessment of priority lands in the area. The second 
goal was to identify potential funding resources that could be utilized to protect priority 
lands in the Furnace Hills. 

10. An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Sand Hills Conservation Region of the 
Pennsylvania Highlands 

The goals of the analysis were two-fold. The first goal was to identify core conservation 
areas and to develop a conservation assessment of priority lands in the area. The second 
goal was to identify potential funding resources that could be utilized to protect priority 
lands in the Sand Hills. 

11. An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Conewago Mountains Conservation Region of 
the Pennsylvania Highlands 

The goals of the analysis were two-fold. The first goal was to identify core conservation 
areas and to develop a conservation assessment of priority lands in the area. The second 
goal was to identify potential funding resources that could be utilized to protect priority 
lands in the Conewago Mountains area. 

12. Fact Sheets - Pennsylvania Highlands 
The fact sheets include region-wide Highlands information on the first page and state-
specific information on the second page. 

13. News - Pennsylvania Highlands 

https://pahighlands.org/highlands-trail-story-map
https://pahighlands.org/conservation/circuit-trails-visual-assessment
https://protecttheview.com/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pahighlands.com/2014/05/Critical-Lands-Analysis-for-portions-of-Bucks-Lancaster-and-Lebanon-Counties-in-the-Pennsylvania-Highlands.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pahighlands.com/2014/05/Critical-Lands-Analysis-for-portions-of-Bucks-Lancaster-and-Lebanon-Counties-in-the-Pennsylvania-Highlands.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pahighlands.com/2014/05/An-Analysis-of-the-Conservation-Potential-in-the-Furnace-Hills-Conservation-Area-Pennsylvania-Highlands.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pahighlands.com/2014/05/An-Analysis-of-the-Conservation-Potential-in-the-Furnace-Hills-Conservation-Area-Pennsylvania-Highlands.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pahighlands.com/2014/05/An-Analysis-of-the-Conservation-Potential-in-the-Sand-Hills-Conservation-Region-of-the-Pennsylvania-Highlands.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pahighlands.com/2014/05/An-Analysis-of-the-Conservation-Potential-in-the-Sand-Hills-Conservation-Region-of-the-Pennsylvania-Highlands.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pahighlands.com/2014/05/An-Analysis-of-the-Conservation-Potential-in-the-Conewago-Mountains-Conservation-Region-of-the-Pennsylvania-Highlands.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pahighlands.com/2014/05/An-Analysis-of-the-Conservation-Potential-in-the-Conewago-Mountains-Conservation-Region-of-the-Pennsylvania-Highlands.pdf
https://pahighlands.org/coalition/fact-sheets
https://pahighlands.org/news
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Blog entries updating partners on newsworthy advancements in funding opportunities, 
project closings, state agency updates, and more within the PA Highlands region.  

 
The survey asked respondents to select which planning tools they used, discuss their purpose in using 
the tool, rate the helpfulness of the tool, if they shared or recommended the tool to colleagues, and rate 
how well the tool met their needs. The participants also had the opportunity to discuss future tools, 
participate in an interview, and provide general feedback. The survey was reviewed by AMC staff. For 
the complete survey refer to Appendix A. 
 
The survey was sent to 100 conservation partners including local and state officials, land trusts, and 
conservation non-profit organizations that the AMC has worked with on these projects. Recipients were 
given roughly a month in late 2022 to complete the survey. Interviews were conducted during January 
2023. Each interview was approximately 30 minutes with a short introduction and an overview of survey 
results.  
 

Results 
 
Out of 100 surveys emailed to conservation partners only 11 surveys were completed for an 11% 
response rate. However, seven out of the 11 participants completed an interview for a 64% response 
rate. Participants represented local, county, and state government agencies, conservation 
conservancies, and trail organizations. 
 
Based on the results in Table 1, the majority of respondents had used at least one of the four interactive 
maps listed above for the purpose of planning and general information and gave an average of 4.11 out 
of 5 for helpfulness. The Highlands StoryMap was viewed by half of the participants for the purpose of 
preparing county greenway planning documents and ideas for their own StoryMap and gave an average 
of 4.50 out of 5 for helpfulness.  Protect the View was used by four out of the 11 participants for the 
purpose of general information and county planning documents and gave an average of 4.50 out of 5 for 
helpfulness. For the eight related resources only two out of the 11 participants have used these planning 
tools but both selected multiple resources for a total of six resources used. These tools were used for 
trail information, grants, and identifying properties for protection. They gave an average of 4.33 out of 5 
for helpfulness. For the complete survey results refer to Appendix B. 
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Table 1: Survey Results 
Conservation Planning Tool Number 

of Users 
Average 
Rank for 
Helpfulness 
on a scale 
of 0 to 5 

What Purpose the Planning Tool was used 

Interactive Maps 
Highlands Trail in 
Pennsylvania 

7  
 
 

4.11 

- To identify a trail near a property targeted 
for acquisition 
- Preparation of a greenway plan 
- General information 
- Evaluating Highlands Conservation Act 
acquisition projects 

Find Your Trail 4 
PA Highlands Land & Trail 
Tracking System 

4 

PA Highlands Water Resources 2 
Highlands Trail in Pennsylvania StoryMap 

StoryMap 5 4.5 - Preparation of a greenway plan 
- Reviewed for ideas for a story map 
- Out of interest 
- Shared with colleagues 

Protect the View website 
Website 5 4.5 - Preparation of a greenway plan 

- General information 
-  Used this website in relation to DCNR C2P2 
grant applications 

Related Resources 
Circuit Trails Visual Assessment 1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.4 

- Used in grants and to identify properties for 
protection 
- Trail information 

Critical Lands Analysis for 
portions of Bucks, Lancaster, and 
Lebanon Counties 

1 

An Analysis of the Conservation 
Potential in the Furnace Hills 
Conservation Area 

1 

An Analysis of the Conservation 
Potential in the Sand Hills 
Conservation Area 

0 

Analysis of the Conservation 
Potential in the Conewago Mtns 
Conservation Area 

2 

Highlands States Fast Facts 1 
PA Highlands Blog 2 
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Participants were asked how well all the 
conservation planning tools meet their needs based 
on a scale of 0 to 5, see Chart 1. All the participants 
answered this question.  We received an average 
rating of 3.5. We were given a rating of 2 
because most of the planning tools did not cover 
that participant’s work area. In the future we will 
need to expand our planning tools to cover the 
entire PA Highlands region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also asked the participants if they would 
recommend the conservation tools based on a scale 
from 0 to 5, see Chart 2. All participants answered 
this question. We received an average of 3.8. We 
again were given a rating of 2 because most of the 
planning tools did not cover that participant’s 
work area. However, we have received comments 
indicating that participants shared the Protect the 
View website and the Highlands Trail in 
Pennsylvania StoryMap with their colleagues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chart 1: How well do our interactive maps, StoryMap, 
blog, and related resources meet your needs? (0 = Not 
well, 5 = Extremely well). Average Rating: 3.5 

Chart 2: How likely are you to recommend our conservation 
tools? (0 = Not well, 5 = Extremely well). Average Rating: 3.8 
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Key findings: 
• Our conservation partners are mostly unaware of the 4-state Highlands region as a focused 

collaborative conservation effort and the work that AMC has done in the development of 
conservation planning tools found on the PA Highlands website including Protecting Threatened 
Trail Views Along the Circuit: An Assessment of Land Conservation priorities and Development 
Along the Circuit and An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Sand Hills Conservation 
Area. However, now that several participants are aware of these planning tools, they are more 
likely to use them. 
 

• Since several partners indicated they have used story maps in preparing county planning 
documents, increased collaboration with County Planning Commissions on AMC-led projects 
would contribute to the understanding of all partners working on conservation of natural 
resources. 

 
• AMC conservation planning tools are not always reaching municipal and county officials and 

staff. By increasing collaboration with the local government and conservation partners, the AMC 
would bring awareness of existing planning tools as well as working together in developing new 
tools to increase conserving this region of the Highlands. 

 
• Participants appreciated the opportunity to provide feedback. 

 
• Overall, the quality of the planning tools was highly ranked, suggesting that partners view AMC 

as a trusted source of high-quality products. In particular, the StoryMaps were noted by the 
respondents as very well done. 

 

Recommendations: 
 

• Raise awareness of available conservation tools through events, webinars, and newsletters of 
the region and networking. 

 
• Develop an interactive map that is a “one-stop shop” for these resources, including AMC 

projects, updated Highlands Conservation Act data layer and expanded boundary, state 
representatives, and available funding sources. 

 
• Update the Fast Facts and PA Highlands website. 

 
• Conduct a feasibility study for the Oley Hills conservation area identified in the AMC 

Conservation Atlas with an emphasis on cultural resources. 
 

• Utilize more public participation-focused tools such as comment maps where participants can 
provide feedback directly to a map concerning that map or related project. 

 
• Update previous AMC assessment studies with the results of the updated Highland Conservation 

Act study once it is completed.  

http://pahighlands.org/
https://pahighlands.org/coalition/fact-sheets
http://pahighlands.org/
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Appendix A: Conservation Planning Tools Survey 

AMC Conservation Planning Tools 
The Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) is conducting a survey of their Mid-Atlantic Conservation 
Planning Tools, everything from blog posts to Protect the View. All our conservation tools can be found 
on our PA Highlands website, www.pahighlands.org. 
We're asking for your help to determine what resources are most useful, how you used the tools, and 
what type of studies and tools you would like to see in the future to facilitate continued conservation 
of the Highlands Region. We plan to use the results to determine future projects to benefit PA 
Highlands Coalition members, the Delaware River watershed, and advance both the Pennsylvania 
Highlands Coalition and Circuit Trails Coalition Strategic Plans. This survey should take less than 10 
minutes to complete, and all responses will remain confidential. 
Thank you in advance for your participation in this survey. We really appreciate your help. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Danielle Guttman, at dguttman@outdoors.org, or 
Cathy Poppenwimer, at cpoppenwimer@outdoors.org. 
* Required 

Contact Info 
1. Please enter your name. * 

 
2. Please enter your email address. * 

  
3. Please enter your organization and title. * 

  
4. Is conservation work a part of your role? * 

Interactive Maps 
Highlands Trail in Pennsylvania - https://bit.ly/HighlandsTrailPA  
Find Your Trail - https://bit.ly/3R320VD  
PA Highlands Land and Trails Tracking System - https://bit.ly/3R5VY6L  
PA Highlands Water Resources - https://bit.ly/3BGF0Gh 
 

5. Have you used any of the following interactive maps? Select all that apply. * 
• Highlands Trail in Pennsylvania 
• Find Your Trail – Maps of individual trails that comprise the Highlands Trails  
• PA Highlands Land and Trails Tracking System 
• PA Highlands Water Resources 
• None of the above 

  
6.  For what purpose did you use these maps? 

 

7. Did you find the interactive maps helpful?  
0 stars = Not at all helpful 

http://www.pahighlands.org/
mailto:dguttman@outdoors.org
mailto:cpoppenwimer@outdoors.org
https://bit.ly/HighlandsTrailPA
https://bit.ly/3R320VD
https://bit.ly/3R5VY6L
https://bit.ly/3BGF0Gh
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5 stars = Extremely helpful 
 

StoryMap 
Highlands Trail in Pennsylvania StoryMap - https://bit.ly/3Bzw2L4 
 

8. Have you viewed the Highlands Trail in Pennsylvania StoryMap? * 
Yes or No 
 

9. For what purpose did you view the StoryMap? 
 

10. Did you find the StoryMap helpful?  
0 stars = Not at all helpful 
5 stars = Extremely helpful 
 

11.  Did you share the StoryMap? Why or why not? 

Protect the View 
Protect the View website - https://bit.ly/3DMkVRG 
 

12. Have you used the Protect the View website? * 
Yes or No 
 

13.  For what purpose did you use the Protect the View website? 
 

14. Did you find the Protect the View website helpful?  
0 stars = Not at all helpful 
5 stars = Extremely helpful 
 
 

15. Did you share the Protect the View website? Why or why not? 

Related Resources 
Circuit Trails Visual Assessment Reports - https://bit.ly/3r0bq9R 
Protecting Threatened Trail Views Along The Circuit: An Assessment of Land Conservation Priorities 
and Development Trends Along The Circuit report - https://bit.ly/3DNF1uM 
Critical Lands Analysis for portions of Bucks, Lancaster, and Lebanon Counties in the Pennsylvania 
Highlands - https://bit.ly/3UwTod0 
An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Furnace Hills Conservation Area, Pennsylvania 
Highlands - https://bit.ly/3Spk8dB  
An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Sand Hills Conservation Area, Pennsylvania 
Highlands - https://bit.ly/3DJOKSZ 
An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Conewago Mountains Conservation Area, 
Pennsylvania Highlands - https://bit.ly/3BInaCS 

https://bit.ly/3Bzw2L4
https://bit.ly/3DMkVRG
https://bit.ly/3r0bq9R
https://bit.ly/3DNF1uM
https://bit.ly/3UwTod0
https://bit.ly/3Spk8dB
https://bit.ly/3DJOKSZ
https://bit.ly/3BInaCS
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Highlands States Fast Facts - https://bit.ly/3R9V6hv  
PA Highlands Blog - https://bit.ly/3M2yO0d 
 

16. Have you used any of the following resources? Select all that apply. * 
• Circuit Trails Visual Assessment Reports 
• Protecting Threatened Trail Views Along The Circuit: An Assessment of Land 

Conservation Priorities and Development Trends Along The Circuit report 
• Critical Lands Analysis for portions of Bucks, Lancaster, and Lebanon Counties in the 

Pennsylvania Highlands 
• An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Furnace Hills Conservation Area, 

Pennsylvania Highlands 
• An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Sand Hills Conservation Area, 

Pennsylvania Highlands 
• An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Conewago Mountains Conservation 

Area, Pennsylvania Highlands 
• Highlands States Fast Facts 
• PA Highlands Blog 
• None of the above 

  
17.  What was your purpose for using the above resource(s)? 

 
18.  Did the results of the study provide information that you felt was well- supported 

based on the data and analysis? 
0 stars = Not at all supported  
5 stars = Extremely supported 
 

19. What additional information or analysis would have been helpful in acting on the 
results in the resource(s) you used? 

  
20.  Did you find these resources helpful? 

0 stars = Not at all helpful 
5 stars = Extremely helpful 

Conclusion 
21. How well do our interactive maps, StoryMap, blog, and related resources meet your 

needs? 
0 stars = Not well 
5 stars = Extremely well * 

 
22. How likely are you to recommend our conservation tools? 

0 stars = Not at all likely 
5 stars = Extremely likely * 
 

https://bit.ly/3R9V6hv
https://bit.ly/3M2yO0d
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23. What other conservation tools would you like to see AMC provide to continue your 
conservation work in this region? 

  
24. Would you be willing to be interviewed by AMC staff to discuss your responses to 

this survey? 
Yes or No 
 

25. Do you have any other comments or suggestions for AMC? 
 
 

- END OF SURVEY -  
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Appendix B: Survey Results  
 
AMC Conservation Planning Tools 
 
Questions 1 & 2 refers to contact information which is confidential. 
 

3. Please enter your organization and title. 

 
 
4. Is conservation work a part of your role?   

 
 
 
 
5. Have you used any of the following interactive maps? Select all that apply.  
 

 Highlands Trail in Pennsylvania - 7 
 Find Your Trail - 4 
 PA Highlands Land & Trail Tracking System - 4 
 PA Highlands Water Resources - 2 
 None of the above - 3 
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6. For what purpose did you use these maps? 

 
 
 
7. Did you find the interactive maps helpful? (0 stars = Not at all helpful, 5 stars = Extremely helpful) 
 *4.11 Average Rating 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
8. Have you viewed the Highlands Trail in Pennsylvania StoryMap? 
 

 Yes - 5 
 

 No - 5 
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9. For what purpose did you view the StoryMap? 

 
 
 
10. Did you find the StoryMap helpful? (0 stars = Not at all helpful, 5 stars = Extremely helpful) 
*4.50 Average Rating  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
11. Did you share the StoryMap? Why or why not? 

4 responses.  
 

Example: “Yes, it is well done and an excellent example of a trails & park oriented storymap” 
 
 
12. Have you used the Protect the View website? 
 

 Yes - 5 
 No - 5  
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13. For what purpose did you use the Protect the View website? 
5 responses.  

 
Example: “Greenway Plan preparation” 

 
 
14. Did you find the Protect the View website helpful? (0 stars = Not at all helpful, 5 stars = Extremely 
helpful). *4.50 Average Rating 

 
 
 
15. Did you share the Protect the View website? Why or why not?

 
 
 
16. Have you used any of the following resources? Select all that apply.  
 

  Circuit Trails Visual Assessment - 1   
  Protecting Threatened Trail Views Along the Circuit: An Assessment of Land Conservation priorities and    

Development Along the Circuit - 0 
  Critical Lands Analysis for portions of Bucks, Lancaster, and Lebanon Counties - 1 
  An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Furnace Hills Conservation Area - 1 
  An Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Sand Hills Conservation Area - 0 
  Analysis of the Conservation Potential in the Conewago Mtns Conservation Area - 2 
  Highlands States Fast Facts - 1 
  PA Highlands Blog - 2 
  None - 8 
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17. What was your purpose for using the above resource(s)? 
 

4 Responses 
 

Example: “Grants and to I.D. properties for protection” 
 
 
18. Did the results of the study provide information that you felt was well-supported based on the data 
and analysis? (0 stars = Not at all supported, 5 stars = Extremely supported) *4.40 Average Rating 
 

          
 
 
 
19. What additional information or analysis would have been helpful in acting on the results in the 
resources(s) you used?  
 

4 Responses  
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Examples: “Now that I know about some of these resources, I am more likely to use them (fast  
            facts and blog).”  

 
     “Information regarding Adams County resources are somewhat limited.” 
 

 
20. Did you find these resources helpful? (0 stars = Not at all helpful, 5 stars = Extremely helpful) 
*4.33 Average Rating  
 

 
 
21. How well do our interactive maps, StoryMap, blog, and related resources meet your needs? (0 stars 
= Not well, 5 stars = Extremely well) *3.50 Average Rating 
 

 
 
 
22. How likely are you to recommend our conservation tools? (0 stars = Not at all likely, 5 stars = 
Extremely likely) 
*3.80 Average Rating 
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23. What other conservation tools would you like to see AMC provide to continue your conservation 
work in this region? 
 

5 Responses 
 

Examples: “More collaboration with AMC at the local level is needed. Utilize more public  
           participation-focused tools such as comment maps.” 

 
         “Being more aware of the tools that are already available would be helpful. I have  
                    been to the highland's website, but didn’t realize there were all these tools” 
 

“AMC is currently working with our organization on a park and trail interactive map              
and story map for the PARRC region. These will be valuable communication tools for 
residents, visitors, and regional partners.” 
 

          “Parcel level assessments” 
 
 
24. Would you be willing to be interviewed by AMC staff to discuss your responses to this survey? 
 

 Yes - 7  
  

 No - 3  
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25. Do you have any other comments or suggestions for AMC? 
 

 
 

Examples: “A presentation to our County Planning Commission would be great to understand all  
        partners working on conservation of natural resources.” 
 

“Most people are unaware that we are part of the Highlands, or what it means. There        
needs to be better outreach and/or publicity.” 

 
 

- End of Survey Results -   
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