
THE HIGHLANDS
CONSERVATION ACT  

A Program of the Land and Water Conservation Fund

The program is

administered by the

United States Fish and

Wildlife Service.

Funding is made

available through a

base and competitive

funding process that

allows states to submit

requests for projects. All

funding is matched at

least 100% by state and

local sources.

The Highlands Conservation Act (HCA)

funds the purchase and preservation of

threatened lands in a four-state

Northeastern corridor that includes NY, NJ,

CT, and PA. HCA authorizes $10 million a

year in land conservation funding and $1

million a year in technical assistance.

Reauthorization of the
Highlands Conservation Act,  

which is set to expire in
2021, is necessary to

continue to protect these
valuable lands throughout

the region to conserve clean  
drinking water, save

endangered species, and
provide treasured outdoor

recreation. 



Sterling Forest – “The long but ultimately victorious battle to protect
Sterling Forest should be a model for other efforts around the country to
prevent sprawl and preserve open spaces.” – Saving Sterling Forest 
Tuxedo, Orange County (647 acres) – Driven by the proposal to build an

enormous residential and commercial development in the 15,000 acres of

New York’s Sterling forest, the Highlands Conservation Act stepped in. As a

result, a large public/private partnership came together to protect the Forest.

New York advocates were joined by partners from the adjacent State of New

Jersey, millions of whose residents rely on Sterling Forest for their drinking

water. 

Fishkill Ridge (project within Hudson Highlands State Park) –“Magnificent views
of the Hudson Highlands – and even Manhattan’s skyline – provide ample
compensation for the rigors of hiking through this rugged terrain.” –Scenic Hudson 

Beacon, Dutchess County (1,247 acres) – On the preserve’s well-marked trails, you can

walk beside a stream to an impressive waterfall, scramble up rocks and step onto

outcroppings affording some of the most breathtaking long-range vistas in the

Hudson Highlands. Fishkill Ridge also is a great destination for exploring the Hudson

Valley’s geological past – the rounded boulders and bare summits encountered on

your hike were sculpted by glaciers that passed through the region 12,000 years ago

-and extraordinary birdlife, especially its large raptors.  

New York Highlands 
Success Stories

Land conservation has been made possible in New York through collaboration
between federal and local funding. 

Sterling Forest, Source: NY State Parks


