
THE HIGHLANDS
CONSERVATION ACT  

A Program of the Land and Water Conservation Fund

The program is

administered by the

United States Fish and

Wildlife Service.

Funding is made

available through a

base and competitive

funding process that

allows states to submit

requests for projects. All

funding is matched at

least 100% by state and

local sources.

The Highlands Conservation Act (HCA)

funds the purchase and preservation of

threatened lands in a four-state

Northeastern corridor that includes NY, NJ,

CT, and PA. HCA authorizes $10 million a

year in land conservation funding and $1

million a year in technical assistance.

Reauthorization of the
Highlands Conservation Act,  

which is set to expire in
2021, is necessary to

continue to protect these
valuable lands throughout

the region to conserve clean  
drinking water, save

endangered species, and
provide treasured outdoor

recreation. 



Housatonic State Forest (DeLuca Tract) – “The acquisition of the DeLuca
property was an especially important addition to the state’s open
holdings… The purchase was possible only with the financial support DEP
received from the Cornwall Conservation Trust and the federal Highlands
Fund. This is a perfect example of the types of partnerships we need to
build to succeed in meeting this state’s open space goals.” – Fmr. CT DEP
Commissioner Gina McCarthy

 

Pine Mountain (project within Mad River Headwaters) – “This kind of
creative conservation partnership between non-profits with different
mandates but similar values is a growing and promising trend for land
protection in Connecticut and beyond.” – Litchfield Greenprint

Connecticut Highlands 
Success Stories

Land conservation has been made possible in Connecticut through collaboration
between federal and local funding. 

Housatonic State Forest, Source: Connecticut State Parks

Cornwall & Canaan, Litchfield
County (304 acres) – The first
property acquired using
Highland Conservation Act
funds in Connecticut, the
DeLuca property leveraged
almost six times the federal
funding amount in matching
funding from supporting
institutions. In this way, the
Highlands Conservation Act has
been proved to catalyze
support for open space
preservation.


