
THE HIGHLANDS
CONSERVATION ACT  

A Program of the Land and Water Conservation Fund

The program is

administered by the

United States Fish and

Wildlife Service.

Funding is made

available through a

base and competitive

funding process that

allows states to submit

requests for projects. All

funding is matched at

least 100% by state and

local sources.

The Highlands Conservation Act (HCA)

funds the purchase and preservation of

threatened lands in a four-state

Northeastern corridor that includes NY, NJ,

CT, and PA. HCA authorizes $10 million a

year in land conservation funding and $1

million a year in technical assistance.

Reauthorization of the
Highlands Conservation Act,  

which is set to expire in
2021, is necessary to

continue to protect these
valuable lands throughout

the region to conserve clean  
drinking water, save

endangered species, and
provide treasured outdoor

recreation. 



 

Mase Mountain (Baker-Firestone tract within Rockaway River W.M.A.) –
“This multi-layered partnership highlights not only the significance of one
property, it also demonstrates the commitment that exists to conserve land
and water resources throughout the Highlands.” – Anthony Cucchi, The
Trust for Public Land
Jefferson Township, Morris County (647 acres) – Preserving Mase Mountain

furthered protection of environmentally sensitive wetlands, critical habitats,

and important linkages to other preserved lands. This forested watershed

supports groundwater recharge to Jefferson Township’s water supply, and

importantly feeds Jersey City’s reservoirs to the east. 

Musconetcong River and Mountain (projects include Gravel Hill and
Sweet Hollow Preserves) – “The Musconetcong valley is a high-quality setting
for a variety of recreational activities... the scenic and recreational resources are an
important part of the local and regional economy.” – Musconetcong River National
Wild and Scenic Rivers Study

New Jersey Highlands 
Success Stories

Land conservation has been made possible in New Jersey through collaboration
between federal and local funding. 

Muscetong River Gorge, Source: NJ Skylands


