
THE HIGHLANDS
CONSERVATION ACT  

A Program of the Land and Water Conservation Fund

The program is

administered by the

United States Fish and

Wildlife Service.

Funding is made

available through a

base and competitive

funding process that

allows states to submit

requests for projects.

All funding is matched

at least 100% by state

and local sources.

The Highlands Conservation Act (HCA)

funds the purchase and preservation of

threatened lands in a four-state

Northeastern corridor that includes NY, NJ,

CT, and PA. HCA authorizes $10 million a

year in land conservation funding and $1

million a year in technical assistance.

Reauthorization of the
Highlands Conservation Act,  

which is set to expire in
2021, is necessary to

continue to protect these
valuable lands throughout

the region to conserve clean  
drinking water, save

endangered species, and
provide treasured outdoor

recreation. 



Oley Hills – “It is extremely gratifying to see the legislation passed in 2004 being
used so effectively to protect some of the best sources of drinking water in the
Commonwealth” – Fmr. U.S. Representative Jim Gerlach 
Berks County (463 acres) –  Oley Hills serves as home to five pristine watersheds that

have received state-wide recognition as ‘Exceptional Value’, the highest water

quality designation awarded in Pennsylvania. The Oley Hills is the most biologically

diverse area in Berks County and provides an expanse of historic resources such as

farmsteads, houses, churches, and early industrial artifacts.

 

Nockamixon State Park (14 acre addition)- “This year due to the circumstances
related to COVID-19, DCNR lands and public outdoor spaces have experienced
record visitation,” said Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn of the PA Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR). 
Now more than ever, public lands are providing the space needed for people to

connect to nature. This addition to the state park will protect an area that was at risk

of development and serves as water quality protection for Lake Nockamixon. The

forested area also serves as critical carbon sequestration and provides habitat for

wildlife local to the lake. 

Pennsylvania Highlands 
Success Stories

Hopewell Big Woods (Gibraltar Hill tract,
within William Penn State Forest) – “All
the partners involved with protecting
Gibraltar Hill can take tremendous pride in
knowing their hard work will allow
generations to come to hike across miles
of scenic trails and soak in the tranquility
of these woods.” – Fmr. U.S. Representative
Ryan Costello
Located within the Schuylkill Highlands, the
Hopewell Big Woods is the last large,
unbroken forest left in Southeastern
Pennsylvania. .

Hopewell Big Woods in Fall, Source: Wikimedia Commons  

Land conservation has been made possible in Pennsylvania through collaboration
between federal and local funding. 


