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LS. Sen. Christopher Murphy tatks t area residents involvesd in land consenvation Friday in Kent about the importance of

the federal Highlands Consesvation fued  Lynn Mellis Worthingion Republicin-Aowricin

Groton

KENT - The Kent Land Trust welcomed U.S. Sen. Christopher Murphy and 3 harurs 3ge

Commissioner Robert J. Klee of the state Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection Friday at the field on South Main Street to celebrate a public-private
collaboration that allows local land trusts access to funds to conserve land.

Murphy shared with the crowd of area land trust representatives and members of the
public how he has worked to keep a focus on environmental iIssues,

“It's the preservation of these open spaces that become the engines to try to solve the
nettlesome problem of climate change and global warming,”" Murphy said. “This is part
of Connecticut's character and why people come to the state for its views and vistas.”

The Highlands Conservation Act originally passed in 2004, and covers Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. There are 25 million people who live in or near
the region, and it provides drinking water for another 20 million people, Murphy noted.

For the first 12 years, $20 million was appropriated to the Highlands Fund. The current
goal is $10 million per year,

http:/fwww.rep-am.com/news/news-local/2018/07/14/area-land-trusts-celebrate-public-private-collaboration}

Latest News

!...—I

MLB midseason awards: Trout stll
setting standard in AL through first
half

24 mins ago

Judge temporarily halts departation
of reunified families
1 hour ago

Putin says he wanted Trump to win
in 2016, didnt interfere
2 hours ago

China files WTQ challenge to US
$2008 tariff plan
3 hours ago

S people rescued from their capstzed sailboat in

Greater Waterbury
GWBR Board of REALTORS

Page 1 0of 7



ATRd 1dIU UUBDLY LIS diE PUNIL-RNIVALE LUNaRUT dLIU | REpUubiLdairT-Alaeiicdn

“When | got on the Appropriations
Committee, | made Highlands a priority,”
Murphy said. “We decided to up our
game about three years ago. The good
news Is in the last three years, we
delivered rmore money for the Highlands
Fund than was in for the first 12 years.”

He said it was reauthonzed earlier this
year, but only after many delays.

“There is a lot of bad news for the
environment,” Murphy said. “We feel like
we're getting sucker punched every
coupie of days by this administration. In

the rmidst of all that bad news, we've had

a series of wins for land preservation.”

Tim Abbott, the Housatonic Valley
Assaciation regional conservation and
Greenprint director, saluted state Sen.
Craig Miner, R-Litchfield, and Rep. Brian
M. Ohler, R-Canaan, for their support of
state open space grants, which have
been a larger source of funding than the
federa! Highlands Act.

“I'm going to say that's been an
indispensable part of what we're able to
do,” Abbott said. “It is one of the oniy
sources of funding available to
municipahties and to land trusts directly
to be involved in land conservation. s
important.”

Abbott called Murphy a champion of the
Highlands Conservation Act from the
start, and said the funding comes from
the Land and Water Conservation Fund.,

"It doesn’t use taxpayer dollars,” Abbott
said. "It is from royalties from offshore oil
and gas leases, and it has authorized up
to $900 million a year.”

The fund expires Sept. 30, and at last
count, 44 senators, inciuding four
Republicans, have signed on to
reauthorize the fund that dates back 54
years.

Murphy urged area residents not to take
HVA for granted because “there isn't an
HWVA in every corner of the country.”

“There really is no other part of the
country that nas the people power and
the financial power that we have here to
continue along this path to making that
real Greenprint," Murphy said.

1.5, Sen, Chreistopher Murply talks in Kent Friday about the

impartanee of the federal Hizlikunds Conservation Act tund,

and hens 8 has been strengthensd and inercased during the past

three years, v the background s T Abbolt of the Housatenic
Valley' Association. Lynn Mellis Worthingsee Republican-
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The Viggliaoo properts in Nofolk was helid up as an exanple

Friday in Kent on how federal Eighlands Consersation Act
funds can be used in partnership with both state and penate
donar funds to help consene land. Lypn Mellis Warthinzion

Hepublican- vicrigan

Abbott said the public-private partnership 1s an essential part of land conservation in
MNorthwest Connecticut. Part of Friday's celebration was to recognize how the state and
federal funds have been used to fund the purchase of the Vagliano property in Norfolk,
which encompasses 420 acres linking Canaan Mountain to the Blackberry River. That
was completed with help from a private donation through the Greenprint Partners
Piedge Fund, as well as $750,000 in state funds, state bond money and $630,000 from

the Highlands Fund.

HVA Executive Director Lynn Werner joined Abbott in presenting Klee a large $250,000
check to complete this project. The state will own the fand, which will have a federal

http:/fwww.rep-am.com/news/news-local/2018/07/14farea-land-trusts-celebrate-public-private-collaboration/
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conservation easement that will be
maintained by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

“In land conservation, you need a lot of
patience and the result is things that
you're preserving for generations,” Klee
said, noting this type of preservation is
protecting some of the most biologically
sensitive areas, including cold-water
streams.

“In a time of chmate change, we're
ensuring these ecosystems and the
species within them become more
resilient, and have those connections and
corridors,” he added.

Interconnected spaces are important,
Kiee said, because wildlife doesn't
recognize state or local boundaries.

Contact Lynn Mellis Worthington at

lynnmellw@gmail.com or on Twitter
@lynnmellw.
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talk Friday in front ot dhe map that shows 1he Highlands
Cotservation area that includes Pennss vania. New Jersey, Nin
York and Conoecticut Laan Mellis Worthumgtany Republca
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Tim Abbotl. representing Luchfield Hills Greenprint. and Lynn
Weener of the Honsatenic Villey Assaciation present a
250,000 chieck to Rabert .1 Klee, commissinner of the state
Departinent of Eaergy and Envirormental Pootection, for the
tte purchase of the Vaglians poperty in Norfotk on Friday in

Kent. Lanm Meltis Warthington Repubfican-Amwerican

Tim Abbant, the § fousatenic Valley Assacation regional

conservation and Greenpring director, welcomes Rubert 1 Klew,

commissioner of the state Depertment of Energy and
Enmvirovmental Protectian. and U.S. Sen. Christopler Mueply
to Kent on Friday to show case e work FIVA and lowal band
trusts have dote with federal Fighlands Canservation funeding.
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Powarball for 07/14/2018

22-41-42-49-67 PB-11Next Drawing: Wed.
Jul 18Mext Jackpot: $110.0 Million; Est. Cash
Value: $67.1 Miflion

Mega Millions for 07/13/2018
21-22-39-59-68 MB-02 MP-2Next Drawing:
Tue. Jul. 17Next Jackpot: $375.0 Million; Est.
Cash Value: $226.7 Miliion
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17Next Jackpot: $4.1 Million; Est. Cash Value:
$3,340,000
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SPINO’S PAVING Comm'l and resid’l driveways,
parking areas, plow damage repait and curbing
replaced. Free estimates. Ct Lic #579761.203.574
2547 cell 203-537-3151

i yille CT
Triem Industries Terryville CT Foreman — Celd
Header Single Die Two Blow = Full Time Triem is
looking for a leader for our team of 11 headeriser-
up machine operators. Experienced...

LOG DOGS COMPLETE TREE SERVICE Lot
clearing, siump grinding. Free est. 203-271-3355
5% of every job donated to local dog rescue.
www.logdogstreeremoval com
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