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Vietnam veterans Raymundo Rivera lll, left, and Bruce Fonnest, meet at the building site of the new Vietnam War Memorial at Veterans Memorial Park on March 12.

Monument: Ceremony
for New Mexico’s Vietnam
veterans will be March 28

By Steve Ramirez
sramirez@lcsun-news.com
@SteveRamirez6 on Twitter

LASCRUCES » As the 40th anniversary of the end of
the Vietnam War approaches, the time has finally
come for Las Cruces to formally thank some of its
heroes — the approximately 62,296 New Mexicans
who served there.

Since that day, April 30, 1975, many Vietnam vet-
erans have lived quietly, shying away from attention
because of mostly negative sentiments among Amer-
icans about the war. Unlike their older counterparts,
and more recently their children and grandchildren
who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, there were no
welcome home parades or other shows of support for
their service in Vietnam.

“For a long time, a lot of Vietnam veterans had to
hide their service from the public,” said Bruce Fon-
nest, president of the Las Cruces chapter of Vietnam
Veterans of America, who volunteered for two tours of
duty in Vietnam, from 1969 until 1971. “Some of them
came home and were spat on, treated like second-
class citizens. A lot didn’t want to talk much about
what they did, what they saw, and there are some
who still don’t.”

But that has changed in the past 10 years or so. As
the harsh public feelings about Vietnam has eased,
so have the perspectives of some Vietnam veterans.

With that, a Vietnam War Memorial to honor the
398 New Mexicans Killed in action in Vietnam will
be unveiled during a ceremony at 9 a.m. March 28 at
the southwest corner of Veterans Memorial Park, 2651
Roadrunner Parkway.

The monument, with the theme “Heroes Never
Thanked,” will cost as much as $150,000 when it’s
fully finished. It is a partnership between the state of
New Mexico, the private sector and residents. State
funds will pay for about half of the monument’s con-
struction, with the rest paid through private dona-
tions.

“Monuments of this type have to have a community
buy-in,” said J. Joe Martinez, who came up with the
initial concept of the Vietnam memorial for the park.

State Rep. Terry McMillan, R-Las Cruces, worked
with Martinez to appropriate $80,000 in state funds
to build the monument. The remaining $70,000 will
be raised through donations and other public sup-
port. About $12,000 has been raised so far through
the sale of monument souvenirs, with an additional
$15,000 in private donations. Organizers said more
than $40,000 might be needed to be raised to finish
construction of the monument.

The first phase of the monument to be unveiled this
month will feature flagpoles flying the colors of the
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Vietnam veterans Bruce Fonnest, at left, Walter Baker,

and Frances Williams on the building site of the new
Vietnam War Memorial.

“For along time, alot of Vietnam
veterans had to hide their service
from the public. ... Alotdidn’t
want to talk much about what
they did, what they saw, and
there are some who still don’t.”

— Bruce Fonnest, president of the Las Cruces chapter of
Vietnam Veterans of America

COURTESY OF DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Frances Williams served as a civilian nurse during the
Vietnam War.
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Memories: 4 Las Cruces
Vietnam veterans share
personal war experiences

By Steve Ramirez
sramirez@lcsun-news.com
@SteveRamirez6 on Twitter

LAS CRUCES » As the Vietnam War Memorial has
slowly begun to rise at Veterans Memorial Park, some
Las Cruces Vietnam veterans have returned again and
again to check on the progress of construction. They
have a vested interest in the monument. While they
don’t dwell on the past, there is still a realization that
an important part of their lives was spent in Vietnam
almost 50 years ago.

Several Las Crucens took time to share some of
their memories and experiences they had while serv-
ing in Vietnam.

Frances Williams

In a small plastic bag, Frances Williams still has
the khaki green uniform she wore as a Department
of Army civilian in Vietnam.

Williams was “loaned” to the Army there while
working at White Sands Missile Range. While in Viet-
nam from November 1967 until June 1968, she vol-
unteered at the 24th medical evacuation hospital in
Long Binh, a little more than 20 miles from Saigon.

“My job was as a go-fer and letter writer,” said Wil-
liams, 86. “When they brought all of the wounded to
the hospital, the first thing they always wanted was
their wallets — and we would get their wallets back
to them.”

One night at the hospital, in 1968, Williams was
summoned by a doctor who asked if she was indeed
from New Mexico. A badly injured soldier, a Tewa In-
dian from New Mexico had been brought in.

“He had been shot in the eyes and was blinded,”
Williams said. “It turned out to be Michael Naranjo,
who has since become a world renowned artist and
sculptor.

“At first, he wouldn’t talk to anyone, including me.
But after learning I was from New Mexico, too, he fi-
nally had a discussion with me about New Mexico.”

Two years ago, Naranjo came to Las Cruces to par-
ticipate in an event sponsored by the Dofia Ana Arts
Council.

“He didn’t remember me from those days in Viet-
nam, but it was the first time I had seen him since
1968,” Williams said.

Williams also remembered well the start of the Tet
Offensive, one of the largest military campaigns dur-
ing the Vietnam War. It began on Jan. 30, 1968.

“Three weeks before Tet, I got shot at,” Williams
said. “I saw the whole thing, including the fight for
the American Embassy.”

The U.S. embassy in Saigon was a six-story build-
ing on a four-acre compound. It was one of six tar-
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Symbol ol the
Vielnam War

Huey helicopter will “fly” over monument;
it could be erected in about a year, vets say

By Steve Ramirez » sramirez@lIcsun-news.com » @SteveRamirez6 on Twitter

LAS CRUCES » It will likely be another year before a major focal
point of the Vietham War Memorial monument at Veterans Memo-
rial Park — a Vietnam era, full-scale UH-1 “Huey” helicopter — will

be publicly displayed.

Unless someone has about
half a million dollars they’d like
to donate. That is what one of
those helicopters would cost to-
day to buy used but still func-
tional.

A Huey helicopter like those
used during the Vietnam War
are 57 feet long, almost nine
feet wide, and are 14.5 feet high
from the base to top of their ro-
tor blades.

Like many military person-
nel who waited for a Huey to ar-
rive during combat in Vietnam,
there are many Las Crucens
anxious for the monument’s he-
licopter to arrive.

“A real helicopter at that mon-
ument, that’s just going to be so
cool,” said Emily Fairchild, a
homemaker. “My father served
in Vietnam and he told us stories
about troops always being air-
lifted or medevaced, or supplies
or equipment being brought to

them. It’s going to be pretty neat
to get one of those there (at the
monument). Too bad it isn’t go-
ing to happen now.”

Many Vietnam veterans agree
the Bell UH-1 Iroquois helicop-
ter, more commonly know as the
Huey, was the symbol of Amer-
ica’s military involvement dur-
ing the Vietnam War.

“It’s the number one thing
that veterans who served in
Vietnam remember most,” said
Bruce Fonnest, president of the
Las Cruces chapter of the Viet-
nam Veterans of America. “It did
everything, fly military person-
nel in and out of combat, served
as medical transport, and if it
was equipped properly it could
even served as a gunship. Any-
time you saw one of those you
knew it meant something good.
I'm excited about this monu-
ment getting one of those.”

J. Joe Martinez, who came up

with the concept of the monu-
ment while visiting with cous-
ins who served in Vietnam,
said the process of obtaining
the Huey won’t be easy and will
take some time.

“The bureaucracy to get it
takes a lot longer than anyone
realized,” Martinez said. “The
initial request for one was sub-
mitted several years ago. There’s
a lot of paperwork to fill out, but
we’re at the point where we’ve
got four possibilities being ex-
plored.”

But Martinez is optimistic a
Huey will be donated.

“It will be the second phase
of (development of) the mon-
ument,” Martinez said. “All
along, we’ve said the monument
would be done in stages. Right
now, we’re focused on getting
the main portion of the mon-
ument built. But in this next
phase, all of the attention will

PHOTOS BY DANIEL CERNERO Ill — CORPS AND FORT HOOD PUBLIC AFFAIRS

A UH-1
helicopter,
operated
by 21st
Cavalry
Brigade (Air
Combat),
carries
Vietnam
veterans on
an airlift,
which
passed over
the Central
Texas
Veterans
Cemetery
in Killeen
Saturday,
Aug. 18,
2012, as
part of the
farewell and
retirment
ceremony
of the Fort
Hood's
three UH-1
“Huey”
helicopters.
Las Cruces
veterans
plan to
acquire

one of the
warships
for the
Vietnam
War
Memorial.

In this 2011 file photo, the last three UH-1V Huey helicopters in the
Louisiana National Guard prepare to take off for their final mission
from Esler Airfield in Pineville, La. Las Cruces veterans are working
to acquire a helicopter like these ones for the local monument.

be on getting the Huey. Also, it
will give us another reason to
honor those (Vietnam) veterans
at another time. So, I'm hoping
that in about another year, we’re
back at the monument to unveil
the Huey.”

The helicopter was initially
developed by Bell Helicopter to
meet the U.S. Army’s need of a
medical evacuation and utility
helicopter in 1952, and it first
flew Oct. 20, 1956, according to
Wikipedia.

Ordered into production in
March 1960, the UH-1 was the
first turbine-powered helicop-
ter to be produced for the U.S.
military.

Huey’s first Vietnam combat

mission was in 1963, for the U.S.
Army. Including other military
branches, about 7,000 Huey he-
licopters were used during the
Vietnam War.

“The helicopter at the monu-
ment will have a Red Cross em-
blem on it, no guns will be visi-
ble,” Martinez said. “After talk-
ing with veterans who served
there, we want it that way be-
cause Hueys with the Red Cross
emblem were almost always the
ones the troops were the most
eager to see.

“For this monument, it’s going
to be a pretty incredible sight.”

Steve Ramirez can be reached
at 575-541-5452.

BRAVO CHEVROLET CADILLAC'

PAST, PRESENT;/AND FUTURE!

1601 S




4 | @ VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL | sun-news

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2015

JETT LOE — SUN-NEWS

George Alvarez of Infante Rockwalls works on the new Vietnam War Memorial rapidly taking shape at Veterans Memorial
Park in Las Cruces. The monument will be dedicated March 28.

Monument
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eight U.S. military branches
that served in Vietnam. A
semicircular structure in
marble will have historical
information about Vietnam
and the military units de-
ployed there.

Two highlights of the
monument will be the
names and photos of New
Mexicans Kkilled in action in
Vietnam. New Mexico was
the first state to gather pho-
tographs of all its residents
who died in Vietnam at the

request of the Veterans Af-
fairs Department.

A second phase of the
monument will be the
placement of a full-scale
UH-1 Huey helicopter that
will appear to be flying
above the monument.

Huey helicopters were
used extensively in Vietnam
to transport troops and sup-
plies, and to evacuate mili-
tary personnel and civilians
wounded or Kkilled.

Martinez said it could
be another year before a
helicopter is obtained and
erected above the monu-
ment.

Another ceremony will

likely be conducted when
the helicopter has been
mounted.

“Once the helicopter is
there, it is going to be a
landmark, not only for Las
Cruces but for Veterans
Park,” Martinez said.

The base of the mon-
ument will also include
bricks inscribed with the
names of Vietnam veter-
ans, benches, and eventu-
ally landscaping reminis-
cent of the jungles of Viet-
nam.

Local veterans and vet-
eran advocates hope the
monument will become
a fitting place for memo-

rial or funeral services to
be conducted for Vietnam
veterans who have passed
away.

In all, more than nine
million U.S. military per-
sonnel served in Vietnam
from 1964 through the
war’s end April 30, 1975.

Vietnam veterans in New
Mexico account for almost
37 percent of the estimated
171,528 veterans that were
living in the state through
September 2014, according
to the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Steve Ramires can be
reached at 575-541-5452.

Dedication ceremony:
The Vietnam War Memorial
dedication ceremony will
begin at 8a.m. March 28
at Veterans Memorial
Park, 2651 Roadrunner
Parkway, with the raising
of the city’s garrison

flag and placement of a
memorial wreath. From
8:30to 9a.m., Fort Bliss’
Tst Armored Division
Instrumental Ensemble
Band will perform. The
monument will be covered
with a cargo parachute
until it is unveiled at 9
a.m., when the dedication
begins at 9a.m. The
ceremony will last about 2
1/2 hours.

Presentations: Jim Harbi-
son, a decorated Vietnam
veteran from Las Cruces,
will present a history of
Vietnam. There will be
three invocations, from
Monsignor John Anderson,
of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Las Cruces,
from Lawrence Orvis, chair
of the Las Cruces Veter-
ans Advisory Board, and a
Native American bless-
ing. Speakers will include
U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce,
R-Hobbs, state Rep. Terry
McMillan, R-Las Cruces,
and representatives of
White Sands Missile
Range, Holloman Air Force
Base, and Fort Bliss; and
comments from Jack
Swickard and Tom Baca,
New Mexico veterans who
were helicopter pilots in
Vietnam. Sam Rollason,

a Distinguished Service
Medal recipient in Viet-
nam, will be the keynote
speaker. Flags of the eight
U.S. military branches that
served in Vietnam will be
raised by Las Cruces veter-

‘HEROES NEVER THANKED'

ans who served in those
branches. The ceremony
will conclude with the
playing of “Taps.”
Monument details: It will
include eight flagpoles,
representing the eight
U.S. military branches
that served in Vietnam,
and laser-etched names
and photographs of the
398 New Mexicans killed
in action in Vietnam, as
well as eight plaques with
the insignias and informa-
tion on the eight military
branches. In about a year, a
full-scale Huey helicopter,
with a Red Cross emblem
on it, plants, shrubs and
trees similar to those in
Vietnam, and other land-
scaping will be added.

Fundraising: The Viet-
nam Veterans of America
Chapter 431have raised
about $27,000for the
monument, but are work-
ing to raise up to $40,000
more to complete the
project. They have been
taking donations, as well
as selling memorial bricks
that will be placed at the
base of the monument.
For more information

on how to donate, go to
newmexicovietnamveter-
answarmemorialproject.
org. Donations can also be
made to VVA 431, 1745
Baldwin Drive, Las Cruces
NM 88001 or Vietnam
Veterans War Memorial,
¢/o Community Foundation
of Southern New Mexico,
301South Church Street,
Suite H, Las Cruces NM
88001. For information on
memorial bricks, contact J.
Joe Martinez at 575-956-
37520r 575-621-7722, or
via email at jjoemartinez@
yahoo.com.

Memories
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gets attacked by communist
North Vietnamese forces.
However, the embassy was
regained by the U.S. mili-
tary about 6% hours after
the attack.

Walt Baker

As a U.S. Navy officer,
Baker worked as a psycho-
logical operations officer
during two tours of duty in
Vietnam, from late 1970 un-
til 1973. As a psychological
officer, Baker said he was
responsible for helping Viet-
namese residents cope with
the devastation of war, and
to convince them that U.S.
military forces were there
to help them.

“I could speak and write
the (Vietnamese) language,”
said Baker, 83. “Because of
that, I would work aboard
ships and put together leaf-
lets, telling the villagers
who we were and that we
were not there to interfere
with them.”

One of his more memora-
ble recollections was help-
ing Vietnamese children

COURTESY OF DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Frances Williams served as a civilian nurse during the Vietnam War.

who were disfigured with
cleft lips or cleft palates, or
who had lost sight in an eye.

“I worked extensively
with a Navy hospital in
Saigon,” Baker said. “I met
a doctor there who said to
me, ‘if you can get those
people in here by Wednes-
day, we can probably get
them out of the hospital by
Friday’ And, we were able
to do that, in most cases.

“We worked with crip-
pled children, too, and chil-
dren who needed a glass
eye. Without that help, a
lot of those children prob-
ably wouldn’t have gotten
the help they so desperately
needed.”

Baker’s extensive interac-
tions with the Vietnamese
also led to an interesting
discovery he shared with
fellow officers. He told them
of one way to gain the trust
of the Vietnamese who lived
in small villages.

“I came to realize that
I was much more effec-
tive in interfacing with the
Vietnamese people when I
wasn’t carrying a weapon
while I was in those vil-
lages,” Baker said. “I rec-
ommended to other officers
that they could have that

same success if they didn’t
carry weapons either.”

Ray Rivera

By his own admission,
Las Crucen Raymundo Ri-
vera III doesn’t remember
much about the approxi-
mately six months he served
in Vietnam, from January
until June 1968.

“We were in the field
from just about the mo-
ment we got there, right af-
ter New Year’s 1968,” said
Rivera, 68. “I don’t remem-
ber much because I got hit.”

Rivera got hit — hard.
Much of the left side of his
body was damaged by mor-
tar fire while on a mission.
He lost sight in his left eye.
Wounds to his left hand and
legs are still visible, and he
has a metal plate on the left
side of his head.

“Even now, when I get hit
there, I see stars, it hurts like
the dickens,” Rivera said.

A radio operator while in
Vietnam, Rivera said he of-
ten carried a lot of ammu-
nition, but rarely used it.
With the other equipment
he had to carry, and the re-
sponsibilities he had — in-
fantry units usually didn’t
have many radio operators
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Vietnam veteran Bruce Fonnest during his second tour of duty.

“One time on patrol, we were
attacked. Mortars started
exploding all around where

we were. I tried to call in for
reinforcement, but the battery to
the radio was dead. Somehow,
some way, we got through that.”

— Raymundo Rivera III, Las Crucen Vietnam Veteran

— Rivera didn’t have the op-
portunity to defend himself
and his comrades as much
as he would have liked.

“One time on patrol,
we were attacked. Mor-
tars started exploding all
around where we were,” Ri-
vera said. “I tried to call in
for reinforcement, but the
battery to the radio was
dead. Somehow, some way,
we got through that. When
I got back from that pa-
trol I went straight to sup-
ply and requested two bat-
teries. I never went back on
patrol without at least two
batteries.”

Rivera’s extensive inju-
ries forced him to spend the
later half of 1968 and much
of 1969 recovering and
learning how to talk and

walk again at hospitals in
Da Nang, Okinawa, Guam,
Hawaii, San Francisco, and
Albuquerque.

“It was in the VA hospital
in Albuquerque that I was
retired in November 1969,”
Rivera said. “I remember
being in San Francisco and
they told me I could call
home, it wouldn’t cost me
anything. But, I couldn’t
call because I couldn’t re-
member the names of my
parents or their number. I
couldn’t talk, either.”

But there was no hesita-
tion, no regrets from Rivera
about serving his country.

“I'd do it again,” he said.

Bruce Fonnest

Las Crucen Bruce Fon-
nest quickly admitted he is

lucky — and he is religious.

Fonnest, 66, served two
tours of duty in Vietnam,
as a combat engineer from
1969 until 1971. His job
was to clear roads, build
bridges, ammunition bun-
kers and landing zones.

Undoubtedly, those were
dangerous tasks. But Fon-
nest downplayed the dan-
gers that could have come
his way.

“What I did there was
nothing special,” said Fon-
nest, who wasn’t trying to
be cavalier about his Viet-
nam experiences. “Every
day, I remember all of those
rocket and mortar attacks.
The year before I went there
on my first tour of duty I
heard one platoon that had
the same duties, as com-
bat engineers, got wiped
out. We swept mines from
the roads, but right behind
us the Viet Cong would be
there to plant new ones.

“But I can honestly say
I was never in any serious
kind of combat. I saw more
action in Korea than I ever
did in Vietnam. I was lucky
and I knew it.”

Steve Ramirez can be
reached at 575-541-5452.
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THE Las CRUCES SUN-NEWS IS PROUD AND HONORED TO
SUPPORT THE INITIATIVE TO CONSTRUCT THE VIETNAM WAR
MEMORIAL MONUMENT. THIS MONUMENT, WHICH SERVES
TO REMIND US OF ~HEROES NEVER THANKED”, 1S A TRUE
TESTAMENT TO THE SACRIFICES ARMED SERVICE MEMBERS
HAVE MADE AND CONTINUE TO MAKE EVERY DAY TO ENSURE
OUR FREEDOM AND LIBERTY IS MAINTAINED.

WE WHOLE-HEATEDLY THANK ALL ARMED SERVICE
MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES WHO HAVE SERVED OUR

COUNTRY, ARE CURRENTLY SERVING OUR COUNTRY,

OR WILL SERVE OUR COUNTRY.
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The last full
ASL

—

ext Sunday, the city of Las Cruces

dedicates the Vietnam War Memorial

at Veterans Park. The monument will
honor New Mexico’s 398 war dead, as well

as the soldiers and Marines who served

in the conflict. Ahead of the ceremony, the
Vietnam Veterans of America, New Mexico
Chapter, and the Sun-News are honored to

publish the photographs of those warriors
who gave, as President Lincoln said in his
Gettysburg Address, “the last full measure

of devotion.”

Jerry Delbert

George Dayton

John K. Adams:

Michael Thomas Woodrow Dennis Carlos Cruz George William Donald Ray
Abeyta: Corporal Adams: Sergeant Captain Adams: Captain Adler: Specialist 4 Aguirre: Alexander Jr.: Alexander:
Army Army Army Air Force Army Lance Corporal Private 1st Class Sergeant
Gallup Albuquerque Roswell Albuquerque Gallup Marine Corps Army Army
Silver City Las Vegas Socorro
Richard Lee Allen: George Michael Marion Bryan Johnnie Antonio Jr.:  Abelardo Araujo: Joseph Archuleta: Anthony William Johnny Arthur:
Staff Sergeant Anaya: Corporal Andler: Corporal Lance Corporal Private 1st Class Specialist 4 Arellano: Corporal Specialist 5
Army Army Army Marine Corps Army Army Army Army
Farmington Galisteo Albuquerque Crown Point Lake Arthur Las Vegas Albuquerque Fruitland
Frank Charles Herbert Arviso: Floyd Samuel Rollin Randolph Frank Leroy Auten: John Ramage Ignacio Barela: Luther Barney:
Armijo: Sergeant Atole: Austin: Corporal Lance Corporal Barbour: Lance Corporal Specialist 5
Private First Class Army Sergeant Army Marine Corps Hospital Corpsman Marine Corps Army
Army Farmington Army Estancia Albuquerque 3rd Class, Navy Alamogordo Mexican Springs
Albuquerque Dulce

Las Cruces

Monty Doyal Freddie Isidore James Grady Gabriel Baca: Isidro Baca: Johnny Lawrence Michael O’brien Secundino
Boyer: Specialist 4 Branch: Lance Bulloch: Warrant Private 1st Class Private 1st Class Baca Jr.: Private st Baker: Sergeant Baldonado:
Army Corporal, Marine Officer, Army Army Marine Corps Class, Marine Corps Marine Corps Technical Sergeant
Roswell Corps, Espanoia Albuquerque Santa Cruz Socorro Taos Albuquerque Air Folrce
Jarales

Isidro Sigfredo
Bazan: Specialist
4, Army
Albuquerque

John Wesley
Beckett: 2nd
Lieutenant, Army
Albuquerque

[

*,]

_—

pa—"

=

Eddie Charles
Begaye: Corporal
Marine Corps
Ramah

Felix Dohaltahe
Begaye: Private 1st
Class, Marine Corps

Little Water

George Benjamin
Bell: Private
1st Class, Army
Albuquerque

Benjamin John
Benavidez:
Sergeant st Class
Army Montezuma

y JGeorge P.

“Qlus;navy .

Mayers

ﬂ 967-}971 3
fours’in Vietham__o

575-523-9838

David Edward
Bergfeldt:
Specialist 5, Army
Las Cruces

Edmond David
Bilbrey: Captain
Army
Albuquerque
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Rodney Joe Black: Norman Hubert Kenneth Ray Jerry Harold Walter Clifford Paul Bustamante: David Clyde Johnny Dwain
Specialist 5 Bloomfield: Brown: Bryant: Bunyea Jr.: Private  Private First Class Carpenter: Cabe:
Army Sergeant Staff Sergeant Private First Class First Class Marine Corps Private First Class Corporal
Roswell Army Air Force Marine Corps Army Albuquerque Army Marine Corps
Ramah Las Cruces Portales Las Cruces Los Alamos Carlsbad
Andy Anastacio Edward Albert Larry Paul Stephen Michael Melvin Carrillo: Charles Dominic  Anthony Mac Cass: Robert F.
Cabrera: Cabrera: Campos: Carnahan: Private First Class Caserio: Corporal Chamberlain:
Corporal Corporal Specialist 4 Lance Corporal Army Sergeant Marine Warrant Officer
Marine Corps Army Army Marine Corps Roswell Army Corps Army
Las Cruces Gallup Roswell Albuquerque Albuquerque Artesia Las Cruces
Peter Charlie: Daniel Joseph David Cruz Chavez: Freddie Paul Glen Alex Chavez: Gerald Gregory Alan Bradley Charles Castulo
Lance Corporal Chavez: Private Staff Sergeant Chavez: Private First Class Chino: Cipriani: Cisneros:
Marine Corps First Class Army Lance Corporal Army Specialist 4 Specialist 4 Private First Class
Farmington Army Las Cruces Marine Corps Glencoe Army Army Army
Albuguerque Albuguerque Cubero Albuquerque Cerro
Kenneth Richard Andrew Coca: Gregory C. Conant:  Chris B. Cordova: Stan Leroy David Wesley Arthur Crespin: Ennis Eugene
Clough: Lance Corporal Sergeant Specialist 4 Corfield: Crawford: Specialist 4 Crow:
Warrant Officer Marine Corps Army Army Staff Sergeant Specialist 4 Army Specialist 4
Army Taos White Sands Mosquero Marine Corps Army Santo Domingo Army
Albuquerque Missile Range Gallup Grants Pueblo Lovington
Leonard Erwin Sam Cruz: John Rudolph Albert Allen Curley: Robert David: Edward Earl Edward Daniel Chester Donald
Cruce: Specialist 4 Cummins Jr.: Private First Class Corporal Davies: Davis: Dale:
Private First Class Army Private First Class Marine Corps Army Lance Corporal Private First Class Quartermaster
Army Raton Army Cubero Albuquerque Marine Corps Army Second Class
Hobbs Roswell Lovington Albuquerque Navy
Capitan

Mvcsonline.com

in the armed forces.

3850 Stern Dr., Las Cruces, NM
(575) 525-8515
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Wall of honor

Ricardo Gonzalez

Davis:

Sergeant First Class

Army
Carlsbad

George Robert

Freddie Carvial

Pedro Ascencion

DeShurley: DeFoor: Delora:
Builder Third Class Private First Class Private First Class
Navy Army Army
Roswell Tatum Santa Fe

Billy Joe Demarco:

Sergeant
Army
Las Cruces

Warren Leigh
Dempsey:
Corporal
Marine Corps
Church Rock

Donald Gene
Denney:
Specialist 4
Army
Albuquerque

James Michael
Derade:
Corporal

Army
Albuquerque

Cameron Joseph

Keven Thomas

Robert Melvin

Jobie Clayton

Ben Goolman

Richard Losoya

Steve Gonzales

Harry Gordon Dyer:

Devine: Direen: Dow: Dozier: Dugan: Duran: Duran: Specialist 4
Private First Class Private First Class Boatswain Private First Class Hospital Corpsman Sergeant Hospitalman Army
Marine Corps Army First Class Army Second Class Army Navy Portales
Fairacres Albuquerque Navy Albuquerque Navy Las Cruces Deming
Albugquerque Lordsburg
Michael Randall Daniel Winslow Sam Eggert: Antonio Alvarado Van Etsitty: Richard Dwayne Martin Vincent Daniel Fernandez:
Earl: Edwards Jr.: Corporal Esqueda: Corporal Faircloth: Fanning: Specialist 4
Chief Warrant Sergeant First Class Army Specialist 4 Army Private First Class Captain Army
Officer Army Tucumcari Army Gallup Army Army Los Lunas
Army Albuquerque Santa Rita Farmington Albuquerque
Las Vegas
Lon M. Fletcher: Charle Cordova Jerry Flores: Charles Daniel Duane Garth George Arthur James Lester Jacob Henry
Private Flores: Specialist 5 Foley: Forgette: Foster llI: Foster: Fowner:
Army Specialist 5 Army Captain Specialist 4 Specialist 4 Corporal Private First Class
Albuquerque Army Las Vegas Army Army Army Marine Corps Army
Las Cruces Hobbs Albuquerque Carlsbad Roswell Albuquerque
George Leonard Clark David John Wesley Frink: Terrell Robert David Earl Garrapy: Reynaldo Guzman: Gary Lee Gadziala: Eddie Leonard
Fragua: Franklin: Warrant Officer Galbreath: Corporal Lance Corporal Private First Class Garcia:
Private First Class Aviation Boatswain Army Staff Sergeant Marine Corps Marine Corps Army Private
Army Third Class Albuquerque Army Albuquerque Lovington Albuquerque Army
Jemez Pueblo Navy Albuquerque Belen
Alamogordo

LAND OF THE

BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE
THANK YOU VETERANS

FREE

VALLEY PLUMBING
HEATING & COOLING, INC.
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Andres Garcia:
Lance Corporal
Marine Corps
Carlsbad

David Jose Garcia:
Sergeant
Army
Santa Fe

Francisco M.
Garcia Jr.:
Specialist 4

Army
Tucumcari

Isidro Garcia:
Specialist 4
Army
Albuquerque

Joe Cecilio Garcia:
Private First Class
Marine Corps
Cedar Crest

Louis Magin
Garcia:
Corporal

Army

Albuquerque

Luperto Garcia:
Lance Corporal
Marine Corps
Belen

Ramon Garcia:
Staff Sergeant
Army
Albuquerque

Frank Eloy Garley: Charles Lee Gass: Luther Anderson Jose Bernardino  Lloyd Lee Gooding: Robert Lee Jesus Griego: John Frank Ray
Private First Class Lance Corporal Ghahate: Gonzales: Private First Class Graham: Lance Corporal Griego:
Marine Corps Marine Corps Specialist 4 Private First Class Army Staff Sergeant Marine Corps Corporal
Albuquerque Hobbs Army Marine Corps Albuquerque Army Ribera Marine Corps
Zuni Los Lunas Roswell Santa Fe
Richard Edward Thurston A. David Centeno Earl Gilbert Grubb: Richard Albert Juan Federico Octaviano Thomas Hayes:
Griego: Griffith Jr.: Grijalva: Lance Corporal Gurule: Gutierrez: Martinez Harvey: Sergeant
Specialist 4 First Lieutenant Lance Corporal Marine Corps Specialist 4 Private First Class Private First Class Army
Army Army Marine Corps Silver City Army Army Army Shiprock
Santa Fe Los Alamos Santa Rita Albuquerque Alamogordo Santa Rita
Harold Eugene John Smith Richard Elmer Len Martin Ronald Edward Richard Eugene Narciso Francis William Burch
Hager: Lance Hamilton: Hamilton: Hanawald: Harrison: Heister: Hererra: Hern:
Corporal Colonel Sergeant Lieutenant Colonel  Equipment Operator First Lieutenant Lance Corporal Sergeant
Marine Corps Air Force Marine Corps Army Third Class Marine Corps Marine Corps Army
Lovington Sllver City Albuquerque Albuquerque Navy Albuquerque Alcalde Albuquerque
Carlsbad

Salome Hernandez:
Staff Sergeant
Marine Corps
Anthony

Frederick Daniel
Herrera:
Sergeant First Class
Army
Albuquerque

Jose Benjamin
Herrera:
Specialist 4
Army
Las Vegas

Guy Merrill
Hodgkins: Staff
Sergeant
Marine Corps
Los Alamos

Jimmy Ross
Hohstadt:
Private First Class
Army
Clovis

Russell James
Holland:
Corporal

Army
Clayton

Larry Douglas
Holley:
Aviation Structural
Mechanic 3rd Class
Navy
Las Vegas

Leroy Larkin
Howland:
Specialist 4
Army
Santa Fe

Customer Service
is our #1 Priority

575.525.3107
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Gerald Monroe Joseph Daniel Reid Allen Isler: Billie James: Larry Dean Zane Everett Frederick G. Joseph Arthur
Hubbard: Hurta: Hospital Corpsman Specialist 4 Johnson: Johnson: Jackson Jr.: Jacques:
Staff Sergeant Sergeant Third Class Army Sergeant Lance Corporal Staff Sergeant Private First Class
Army Marine Corps Navy Farmington Army Marine Corps Army Army
Mora Gallup Estancia Albuquerque Fruitland Las Cruces Santa Fe
Stephen Kenneth Arthur Harry Michael Thomas  William Coy Jones: Edward Lewis Donaciano Francis Chris Albert George Keller:
Jennings: Corporal Johnson: Jones: Specialist 4 Jory Jr.: Kaufman: Keffalos: Captain
Marine Corps Specialist 5 Private First Class Army Second Lieutenant Sergeant Sergeant Air Force
Albuquerque Army Army Roswell Marine Corps Marine Corps Army Farmington
Hidalgo Loop Albuquerque Albuquerque Albuquerque Bloomfield

Joe Mac Kemp: Jerome Don Klein: Kenneth Bruce Michael Joe Krug: John Ault Michael Leon Mitchell Sim Lane: Calvin David Largo:
Corporal Private First Class K. Kozai: Sergeant Le Compte: Lovato: Captain Specialist 4
Marine Corps Army First Lieutenant Army Lance Corporal Private First Class Air Force Army
Las Cruces Hollywood Marine Corps Farmington Marine Corps Marine Corps Albuquerque Shiprock
Albuquerque Albuquerque Belen
Willie B. Lee: Jackie Glen Kent Alan Leonard: Conrad Lerman: Ramon Leyba: Robert Charles Charles Allison Rudolph Daniel
Private First Class Leisure: Private First Class Corporal Hospital Corpsman Lopez: Lott: Lovato:
Marine Corps Staff Sergeant Marine Corps Marine Corps Third Class Private First Class Private First Class Specialist 4
Socorro Army Mesilla Park Albuquerque Navy Marine Corps Army Army
Jal Albuguerque Albuguerque Albugquerque Albugquerque
Enrique Lujan: Jim Daniel Manuel Martinez: Willie Danien Harry Michael Richard Wayne Joe Ned Montoya: Gilbert Morales:
Private First Class Martinez: Boatswain First Martinez: Mather: Mehlhaff: Corporal Sergeant First Class
Army Specialist 4 Class Corporal Specialist 4 Private Army Army
Albuquerque Army Navy Army Army Army San Juan Pueblo Santa Fe
Chamisal Taos Pueblo Santa Fe Gallup Farmington

HOOTERS of Las Gruces is
proud to he a sponsor for the

May we never forget all the brave Americans who gave their all!

3530 Foothills Road, Las Cruces, NM 88011 ¢ 575-521-9898 ¢ www.hooters.com
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Andres Moreno Jr..  Wayne Muskett: Frank Dodge Frank Jesse Lee Gabriel Hernandez Lloyd Burney David Reay Malins: Ronald Avery Mall:
Private Lance Corporal Madrid: Madrid: Madrid: Magby: Private First Class Specialist 4
Army Marine Corps Specialist 4 Private Sergeant Staff Sergeant Marine Corps Army
Las Cruces Shiprock Army First Class Army Army Las Cruces Farmington
Puerto De Luna Marine Corps Las Cruces Carlsbad
Vaughn
R.B. Gerald David Billie Jaye Marling: Julian Ernest Emerson Martin:  Guy Wayne Martin: Bobby Joe Alex Ezequiel
Marchbanks Jr.: Markland: Private First Class Marquez: Private First Class Staff Sergeant Martinez: Martinez:
Private First Class Warrant Officer Army Specialist 4 Marine Corps Army Sergeant Private
Marine Corps Army Roswell Army Church Rock Albuquerque Army Army

Moriarty Albuquerque Albuquerque Fort Wingate Ranchos De Taos
Billy Richard Daniel Tiofilio Eddie Anthony Juan Henry Alcadio Norber Jimmy Clifton Calvin Walter Clovis Lee May:
Martinez: Martinez: Martinez Jr.: Martinez: Mascarenas: Mathis: Maxwell: Sergeant
Specialist 4 Sergeant Private First Class Private First Class Lance Corporal Hospitalman Major Army Army
Army Army Army Army Marine Corps Navy Carlsbad Deming
Albuquerque Clovis Belen Albuquerque Sapello Jal
Christabol Toby Ronald Gene Richard Dean Scott Winston Guy Edwin Stanley Wood John William Jesse Mechem:
McClure: McCraw: McFarlane: Mcintire: McKean Jr.: McPherson: Meadows: First Lieutenant
Private First Class Sergeant Specialist 4 Lieutenant Colonel Sergeant Specialist 4 Staff Sergeant Army
Marine Corps Army Army Air Force Army Army Army Las Cruces
Albuquerque Lovington Santa Fe Albuquerque Albuquerque Hobbs Albuquerque
Howard Michael Steven Mike: Peter Kalani Miguel F. Victor Hipolito Eusebio Montoya: Joe Herman Jose Albino
Meute: Private First Class Miranda: Montanez: Montoya Jr.: Private First Class Montoya: Montoya:
Aviation Machinist Army Specialist 5 Specialist 5 Private First Class Marine Corps First Lieutenant Sergeant
Third Class Gallup Army Army Marine Corps Bernalillo Marine Corps Army
Navy Holloman AFB Carlsbad Los Cordovas Santa Fe Grants
Alamogordo
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Robert Gonzales James Michael Samuel Morales: Hilario Moreno: Michael John Robert David Daniel Harold Alvin James
Montoya: Moore: Private Specialist 4 Private First Class Morris: Morrissey: Muniz: Munson:
Private First Class First Class Army Marine Corps Private First Class Lieutenant Colonel Private Private First Class
Army Marine Corps Serafina Belen Marine Corps Air Force Army Army
Ruidoso Albuquerque Albuquerque Albuquerque Dulce Albuquerque
Jimmie Floyd Francis Xavier Bobby Gene Neeld: Ronnie Lee Noseff: George Henry Samuel John Nunn: John Sanders Stephen Orosco:

Nabours: Nava: Colonel Corporal Nunez: Private First Class Oldham: Private First Class
Warrant Officer Corporal Marine Air Force Army Specialist 4 Marine Corps Major Marine Corps
Army Corps Albuquerque Hobbs Army Deming Marine Corps Tularosa
Deming Santa Fe Picacho Tinnie
Ramon Felix Andrew Jose Jaime Pacheco: Pedro Padilla: Donald Charles Kurt Byron Ernest Delbert John Pena:
Ortega Jr.: Pacheco: Specialist 4 Sergeant Patch: Captain Pearson: Peina: Specialist 4
Staff Sergeant Private First Class Army Marine Corps Air Force Corporal Specialist 4 Army
Army Army Hobbs Albuquerque Albuquerque Army Army Montezuma
Tucumcari Tucumcari Deming Zuni
Juanito Perea: John Theodore Larry Delton Gregory Lee Robert Livingston = Raymond Platero: Jimmie Leon Plato: Russell Lowell
Specialist 6 Peters: Phelps: Phillips: Pierce: Private First Class Hospitalman Platt:
Army Lance Corporal Specialist 4 Specialist 4 Warrant Officer Army Navy Captain
Albuquerque Marine Corps Army Army Army Canoncito Hobbs Air Force
Fairview Albuguerque Albuquerque Albuguerque Las Cruces

Frank Solis Porter: Harry Lee Puckett: Chris Monroe Pyle: Angel Alarid Santiago V. E. Billy McCall Rea: Luia Rodgers: Samuel Medina
Corporal Private First Class Hospital Corpsman Quevedo: Quintana: Private First Class Private First Class Ramirez:
Army Army Second Class Private First Class Private First Class Marine Corps Army Private First Class
Deming Albuquerque Navy Army Army Tijeras Alamogordo Marine Corps
Albuquerque Santa Rita Santa Fe Artesia
PEREREDED: PEDE “NINNNNNPRPEPERERES. “NNNNNNNN DEEE
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Curtis H. Ransdell:

Sergeant
Army
Farmington

Antonio Ribera:
Private First Class
Army
Raton

Howard Jacob
Rice:
Corporal
Army
Hobbs

John A. Rickels:
Sergeant
Army
Lovington

John Milton Risner:
Private First Class
Marine
Corps
Las Cruces

Freddie Joe
Roberts:
Private First Class
Army
Melrose

Jerry Marco
Roberts:
Specialist 4
Army
Hobbs

Virgil Jessie
Roberts:
Specialist 4
Army
Aztec

Kenneth Lee

John David Rogers:

Victor Munoz

Charles Anthony

Trine Romero Jr.:

Sammy Chacon

Timoteo Fred

Sharber Mayfield

Robertson: Corporal Roman: Romero: Private First Class Romero: Romero: Sergeant Rowe: Sergeant
Specialist 4 Marine Corps Specialist 4 Specialist 5 Army Specialist 4 Army Marine Corps
Army Albuquerque Army Army Roswell Army Taos Las Cruces
Albuquerque Deming Albuquerque Roswell
Ruben Rubio: Jose L. Sanchez: Willie J. Benny Sena: Patrick Skeet: Don Scott Stanley: Donald L. Hector Mario
Sergeant Specialist 4 Sandfer Jr.: Private First Class Specialist 4 Private Summers: Saenz:
Army Army Staff Sergeant Army Marine Corps Army Marine Corps Private First Class Private First Class
Clovis Dexter Tinnie Albuquerque Gallup Albuquerque Army Army
Mayhill Roswell
Richard Saenz: Fred Roman Saiz: Cres Padilla Mel Ernest Salazar:  Patrick Salazar: Camilo James Charles Anthony Cresencio Paul
Private First Class Specialist 4 Salazar: Second Lieutenant Lance Corporal Sanchez: Sanchez: Sanchez:
Army Army Construction Army Marine Corps Specialist 4 Corporal Private First Class
Deming Bernalillo Electrician 3rd Class Albuquerque Grants Army Army Marine Corps
Navy Albuquerque Mora Roswell
Albuquerque
Juan Diego Uvaldo Sanchez: James Garland Julius Mitchell Phillip James Roger Thurston Manuel Tiodoro Raymond Serna:
Sanchez: Lance Corporal Sanders: Sanders: Sandoval: Sawyers: Segura: Specialist 4
Private First Class Marine Corps Specialist 5 Private First Class Corporal Captain Private First Class Army
Marine Corps Albuquerque Army Marine Corps Army Army Army Mountainair
Albuquerque Farmington Roswell Santa Fe Carlsbad Santa Fe

Mesilla Valley Hospice

Much More Can Be Done




14 | @ VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL | suv-news

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2015

Wall of honor

Filemon Serrano: Joe Carl Shaw: Jose Scotty Gerald Shields Wallace Frederick Max Coleman Robert Alan Sisk: Arturo Sylvester
Private First Class Captain Simbola: Simons: Simpkin: Simpson: Captain Sisneros:
Army Army Private Major Staff Sergeant Private First Class Army Corporal
Farmington Portales Army Army Army Army Hurley Army
Penasco Roswell |Alamogordo Carlsbad Dexter
Roman Sisneros: Danny LeMoyne Jeffery Nolan Jol Nebane Smith: Lloyd Edgar Smith:  Thomas Franklin Roy Stephen Kendall Albert
Private First Class Smith: Smith: First Lieutenant Specialist 4 Smith: Spurgeon: Stake:
Army Private Hospitalman Navy Army Army Specialist 4 Private First Class Specialist 4
Anton Chico Army Albuquerque Santa Fe Portales Army Marine Corps Army
Alamogordo Roy Albuquerque Albuquerque
David Louis Stoll: Frank Tafoya: George Eloy Florentino John Olivio Tafoya: Mark Alvan Tafoya: Magdaleno Bobby Allen Taylor:
Corporal Private First Class Tafoya: Tafoya Jr.: Specialist 4 Sergeant Tarango: Corporal
Army Army Private First Class Sergeant Army Marine Corps Lance Corporal Marine Corps
Clovis Jemez Pueblo Army Marine Corps Albuquerque Belen Marine Corps Silver City
La Joya Albuquerque Lordsburg
Henry Leroy Kenneth Warren Rafael Gabriel Sam Tenorio: Randall Keith Harold Allen Stephen H. Jerry Elmer
Tejada: Teeter: Tenorio: Sergeant Teter: Tharp Jr.: Thornton: Thompson:
Private First Class Specialist 5 Specialist 4 Army Corporal Specialist 5 Army Warrant Officer Specialist 4
Marine Corps Army Army Encino Army Alamogordo Army Army
Las Vegas Albuguerque Santa Rosa Albuguerque Albugquerque Artesia
William Michael Leo Keith Wayne Artamus Thomas Ambrose Manuel Antonio Antonio Tony Tosa: Terry Leo Trainor: Gabriel Truijillo:
Thomas: Thornton: Tice: Toledo: Torrez: Private First Lieutenant Sergeant
Private First Class Sergeant Specialist 5 Specialist 4 Specialist 4 Army Army Army
Marine Corps Army Army Army Army Jemez Pueblo Lovington Raton
Carlsbad Farmington Gallup Jemez Pueblo Ranchos De Taos
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Wall of honor

Gregorio Trujillo
Jr.: Specialist 4
Army
Albuquerque

Joseph Felix
Trujillo: Gunnery
Sergeant Marine

Corps
Deming

Paul Trujillo: Private
Army Raton

Robert Steven
Trujillo: Staff
Sergeant
Army
Santa Fe

Enrique Valdez:
Gunnery Sergeant
Marine Corps
Santa Fe

Frank Valdez:
Private 1st Class
Army
Albuquerque

Leroy Frank
Valdez: Specialist 4
Army
Mora

Phil Isadore
Valdez: Hospitalman
Navy
Dixon

Gary Steven Vann:

Julian Victor

Laurencio Vigil:

Donald Giles

Burton Kimball

Albert Marion

William Leroy

Brian Lee Webber:

Boatswain 3rd Class Velasquez: Private 1st Class Waide: Staff Walker: Sergeant Walter: Sergeant Walton: Private Tst Ist Lieutenant
Navy Sergeant Army Sergeant Ist Class Ist Class Class Marine Corps
Albuquerque Army Ocate Army Army Army Army Albuquerque
Willard Clayton Albuquerque Organ Albuquerque
Victor D. Westphall Ronald David James Monroe Dennis Alan Thomas Ralph John Stanton Juan Jay Wilson: Lavon Stephen
lii: 1st Lieutenant Whitlow: Hospital Willard: Sergeant Williams: Private Williams: Wilson: Captain Lance Corporal Wilson: Specialist 4
Marine Corps Corpsman 3rd Class Army Army Specialist 4 Army Marine Corps Army
Albuquerque Navy Albuquerque Farmington Army Belen Thoreau Roswell
Albuquerque Albuquerque
Harvie Perry Bain Wendell Paul Edward Dan Yazzie: Jones Lee Yazzie: Raymond Yazzie: Stephen Andrew  Carlos Zamora Jr.:
Winkles lii: Wiseman Jr.: Wolfe: Specialist 4 Specialist 4 Lance Corporal Corporal Marine Young: Warrant Specialist 5
Hospitalman Warrant Officer Army P Army Marine Corps Corps Officer Army
Navy Army ortales Continental Divide Tohatchi Church Rock Army Carrizozo
Texico Truth Or Las Cruces
Consequences
Juan Manual Alba  Roy Allen Gibson:  Ronald David Horn:  Bennie Lee West: Douglass J. James Michael Jack Lloyd
Zamora: Corporal Sergeant Staff Sergeant Corporal Dennis: Derada: Silliman:
Marine Corps Marine Corps Army Marine Corps Specialist 5 Corporal Lance Corporal
Las Cruces Albuquerque Eunice Roswell Army Artesia Army Marine Corps

Albuquerque

Carlsbad

Sgt Brent E Shelley, USMC

SEMPER FlI!

Cpl Lloyd D Edwards, USMC e Cpl David E Shelley, USMC

(575) 526-5367 | Veteran Owned! Veteran Proud!
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