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Between the Children's activities and the incredibly busy Canmore Real Estate market, the 
year has past in a flash.  2005 has been another record year of activity for the office, as well 
as Drew's and my own Real Estate business.  The market conditions that have brought us 
to this point do not appear to be changing any time in the near future, except for the 
possibility of increased demand from additional buyers as recent commercial project 
announcements start to become a reality.  Both Silvertip and Three Sisters expect 2006 to 
be a monumental year with their new focus on "Resort Center" and commercial 
development.  Combine this with the strong economic factors plus Oil and Gas $$ here in 
Alberta and I believe that we going to see another increase in home prices during 2006. 

Lauren, Callum and Kathryn are almost as busy as the Canmore Real Estate market. Once 
again, we spent a magnificent summer at the Lake, north of Montreal with both children 
enjoying all the aspects of cottage life. Lauren is really enjoying grade 4 French Immersion 
and Kathryn and I are very proud that Lauren revels in the big sister role.  Each day, she 
walks Callum to the bus and then onto his Kindergarten class.  They are such great 
friends.......well most of the time! Callum is also enjoying French Immersion but seems to 
enjoy outdoor activities a little more!   This winter, Callum will be skiing with the "Quikies" 
and Lauren has moved onto "Quikies Plus" for the season, we have been able to visit the 
local ski hills, Norquay, Sunshine and Lake Louise in the last few weeks.  Over the past 
year the children have been busy with many activities such as: gymnastics, swimming, 
soccer, softball, skating, cross-country skiing.   This coming April, the family will be visiting 
the  'Relies' in Australia.  We are all looking forward to seeing everyone again and having 
some warmth at the end of our 'winter'.    

Kathryn and I purchased a larger home here in Canmore, which we will be moving into 
hopefully at the end of summer after some renovations are completed.  Kathryn will be 
applying her decorating experience and knowledge she has gained from her past work at 
Sticks and Stones and recent studies in design to the project.  Though we will be very sad 
to leave our much loved neighbourhood the whole family is looking forward to the much 
needed larger space.   

Thank You For Your Continued Support 
Happy Holidays 

From 
The Brad Hawker Team 



What’s Happening in Canmore 
December 

Alberta Centennial World Cup    December 15 – 18 

 The best female and male cross country ski racers from around the world will compete 
on the trails that were originally used for the 1988 Winter Olympics. The event will 
feature a winter rodeo put on by the Calgary Stampede, and the Town of Canmore will 
host all visitors with a series of special events in and around Canmore.  

New Years Eve Party on the Pond       December 31  

Skating under a starlit sky - lights twinkling against a mountain backdrop - music, 
laughter, family and friends - New Year's Eve on the 10th Street Pond - a Canmore 
tradition. Take a horse and wagon ride, have a hot dog and hot chocolate, warm 
yourself by a blazing fire.  
Begins at 6:00 pm 

Coming to Canmore in 2006 

Canmore Winter Carnival  

Grab you toques, toboggans and tots... Canmore's Winter Carnival (Canmore Winter 
Festival) has indoor and outdoor fun in store for every member of the family. Festival 
highlights include the Ice Sculpting Competition, Canmore Eagles hockey games, indoor 
golf, skating on the downtown pond, dances, great food, music and the hilarious “Kid 'N 
Mutt” races. 

The Canmore Sled Dog Races  

This is set to be the most spectacular dog sled sprint races in North America. Join us to 
spend a fun weekend in Canmore, Alberta. The Alberta International Sled Dog Classic 
features 4-, 6-, 8- and 10 dog sprint dog teams and is set to be the grand finale of 
Canmore's Winter Carnival. 

Kananaskis Ski Marathon – “Cookie Race” 

The Kananaskis Ski Marathon is a “loppet”, a cross-country ski race open to the public, 
emphasizing participation, personal challenge, camaraderie, sportsmanship, and fun. All 
competitors - over 400 of them - are treated to beverages and hot soup, and (most 
importantly!) plenty of home-made cookies - that's why this event is called “the Cookie 
Race”! 
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Canmore Market Synopsis from 2000 to Present Day 

As evidenced in the following statistics and graphs, the Canmore market that has 
consistently risen over all sectors.  Taking a look at all the information including 
population growth, number of sales, average price of closed sales and finally 
percentage growth we can try to better understand the Canmore market.  

The Canmore permanent population had steady growth through to 2003 but 
experienced a small drop from 2003 to 2005.  As you can see in the data attached 
our non-permanent population has consistently risen since 2000 with a total increase 
of 93.9%.   

The Buyers in the Canmore market are the local population moving within town of 
course but with continued flow of people from Banff as the investment potential in 
Canmore is far better than purchasing in Banff where since the land is in a National 
Park you are only buying a lease to the land never mind any residence 
requirements.  
 

Canmore offers traditional fee simple ownership.  Demand from Calgary and 
Edmonton has been very strong with the Province of Alberta excellent economic 
climate.  For our international buyers, we continue to see Americans taking 
advantage of the preferable exchange rate and although that advantage has 
lessened with the strength of the Canadian dollar, we still are seeing buyers coming 
from the United States.  We also see buyers coming in from the UK in ever-stronger 
numbers; many are looking for open spaces, low crime rates and even Estate 
planning with Alberta’s favourable taxation system.  We are truly worldwide as we 
have buyers from such places as Australia, Japan, and Germany along with many 
others. 

Over the entire period from 2000 to present day we have seen a rise of 69.7% in 
Condo Prices; 79.2% in Duplexes prices; 93.3% in Single Family Home prices and 
finally a staggering 210.6% in Lots.  Looking at the year-to-year rise in value we see 
only one decrease in Duplexes from 2000 to 2001 and that may be explained as the 
year that the higher priced duplexes were being sold by the developers directly and 
not presented in the resale market statistics. 
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Candles can create a beautiful enhancement to any evening.  They are beautiful and scented 
candles create a nice mood.  If you have a fireplace put large candles on the clean grate, this 
is not only pretty but also safe.  Remember to be extra careful with your candles.  According 
to the Canada Safety Council the number one cause of bedroom candle fires happens when 
people are relaxing by candlelight and they fall asleep and let the candle burn out. 

Keep all candles in a non-combustible dish and away from anything flammable.  Place your 
candles on a stable surface.  Make sure that all candles are in adult supervised areas. If the 
power goes out use flashlights instead of candles.  Keep a fire extinguisher easily accessible 
in your home and enjoy your Holiday Season. 

Candle Quiz - True or False 

1) Home fires caused by candles are very rare.
2) Defects in the candle cause the highest number of candle fires.
3) Candles will burn out safely if left unattended.
4) The most common location for candle fires is the bedroom.
5) There are more candle fires in December than any other month.

Candle Quiz Answers 
1. False. Canada-wide, 500 fires were caused by taper candles in 2000, resulting in five fatalities. Alberta reports that
between 1990 and 1999 candle fires doubled. Ontario reports a 47 percent increase in candle fires from 1995 to 2001.
2. False.  The leading factor in candle fires is leaving the candle unattended, followed by having it too close to combustible
materials. The third most frequent cause is children playing with candles.
3. False. See above. Put out all candles before leaving a room or going to sleep.
4. True. Over 40 percent of candle-related fires start in the bedroom.
5. True. During December more candle fires start in the family room or dining room, many of them when decorations are
ignited.

Quiz Supplied by the Canada Safety Council 



Winter Tips 
The beauty of winter, the snow on the trees, the crisp air, the sparkle of crystals and frost on your 
windows is breathtaking.  Winter brings us joy and winter activities such as skiing and tobogganing, 
but it also brings us the chore of shovelling snow from walks and driveways.  This chore can be fun 
and a good form of exercise if done correctly.  Take the following precautions, go for it, and enjoy 
winter. 

 Remember your muscles and back are not in shape for shovelling as of yet.  Work in to it 
slowly, and warm up by stretching before you start. 
 Choose a light plastic shovel with a smaller blade. (A large metal one can be too heavy and 

temp you to pick up heavy loads) 
 Push the snow.  This is easier and safer for your back. 
 A fully loaded shovel can weigh up to 25 pounds.  If you must lift the snow take a quarter of 

your shovel full at a time and lift with your legs. 
 Never throw snow over your shoulder; you could wrench your back and muscles. 
 Take frequent breaks, drink water and if you experience any pain, stop immediately 
 Dress for the weather, you may be warmed up but remember your nose, ears, feet and hands 

can get cold. 
 

By taking these precautions you are less likely to be injured while shovelling snow and as the winter 
goes by your muscles will get fit and shovelling will become easier.   

Finally, for those of us who are able bodied, it is always worth remembering neighbours on your 
block who might not be able to remove the snow from their sidewalks. A few minutes of help can 
make the world of difference to the well being of a less able bodied person as well as make you a 
good neighbour! 

Safe Snow Shovelling - True or False? 
1. To minimize exposure to cold do your shovelling all at once, after the snow has fallen.
2. Shovelling is like a sport: e.g. you need to warm up, practise good techniques and drink

lots of water.
3. It's better to push the snow to the side rather than to lift and throw it.
4. You should treat snow shovelling like picking up a heavy object.
5. Feeling tired or short of breath means you are benefiting from the exercise. Keep

shovelling.

Answers to Snow Shovelling Quiz 

1. False. Don't let the snow pile up. Shovel frequently, removing smaller amounts at a time to reduce the need for heavy
lifting.
2. True. Do back and side bends before you go out, lift properly, and drink water before and after. If you're a bit out of shape,
don't over-exert yourself.
3. True. Avoid lifting heavy shovel fulls of snow. By pushing, you also avoid twisting or turning movements that could injure
your back. Use a lightweight, pusher-type shovel.
4. True. As with any heavy object, bend your knees when lifting, and keep the shovel as close to you as possible.
5. False. Rest if you feel tired. Stop shovelling immediately if you feel chest or back pain. The combination of lifting and cold
weather can lead to a heart attack.



Quiz Supplied by the Canada Safety Council 

Best Wishes in the Year to Come! 

Christmas Mulled Wine  

In a Large Pot Mix: 
1 Bottle of Red Wine (your choice) 

1 litre of Orange juice 
2 cups of Rum 
1 Cup of Sugar 

10 cloves 
2 teaspoons Cinnamon 

Sprinkle of Nutmeg 
Simmer on low until warm. 

Serve with a Cinnamon stick and Orange slice. 

Brad Hawker and the Brad Hawker Real Estate Team 

www.BradHawker.com 
Realtor / Broker 

Phone: (403) 678-7557 
Fax: (403) 678-2206 

Toll Free: 1-877-818-7557 
Email: info@BradHawker.com 

Thank you for dealing with the Brad Hawker Real Estate Team, please advise us if you wish to get these 
updates via email or change the frequency of the delivery.  Your choices are monthly, quarterly or yearly before 

Christmas.

http://www.bradhawker.com/
mailto:info@BradHawker.com
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