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APRIL 2009        REAL ESTATE NEWS 
 

Canmore Synopsis 
The first quarter of 2009 is complete and I feel that most people are thankful to have made it through this 'era' and most are 
hopeful that the worst economically is behind us, time will tell.  Our listing inventory seems to have hit the peak and not rising 
any more from the high we saw in August 08 as we are floating from about 400 to 460 active listings.  The Q1 number of 
sales is down considerably (just over 50% less sales than in Q1 of 2008 and 25% of the sales that occurs through the record 
braking Q1 and Q2 of 2007)   We are continuing to get a stronger and stronger sense that the market is starting to gain some 
momentum, there is a heart beat.  Most of the offers that we are seeing these days however tend to be on the properties that 
are aggressively priced or buyers are making offers building in their risk tolerance for potential future price softening.  This 
strategy may be successful in certain circumstances (motivated seller) but many sellers are patient and will not give their 
home away as they expect things will be better in the future for them.   It continues to be a great time to buy until sentiment 
changes more positively when we will see the many buyers who are sitting on the sidelines right now get back into the 
market.  The hints of optimism we have now will need to be stronger for it to effect our market through!  Other markets are 
seeing stronger sales and as many of our buyers are coming from other markets, maybe selling something in another 
market, the strength in their home market will help here as well.  Buyers will want to take advantage of the present superb 
mortgage rates, (5 year money at 3.89%today), great selection of product and some softer prices.  
The 1st half of April is showing stronger numbers then any of the previous 5 months as we are seeing firm and conditional 
sales already equal to the firm sales in March only half way into April.  
We have just completed a move of our office over to the brand new Royal LePage Centre at 710 10th Street.  We are now 
just finishing up some final pieces of the puzzle and we will be completely settled shortly, please do stop by when you are 
downtown, we would love to give a tour, maybe wait until the end of the month as we hope to have the new sidewalk in buy 
then weather permitting.  
As always, we are never too busy for your referrals.  Thanks for continuing to think of us as your Real Estate Team for 
Canmore / Banff. 

   
Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Residential Mortgage Rates* 
Effective April 7th, 2009* 

 Term 6 Month 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 7 Year 10 Year Variable 
Rate 

Prime 
Rate Posted Rates* 5.05% 5.00% 4.80% 4.95% 5.15% 5.45% 6.90% 7.05% 

Best Rates* 4.90% 3.19% 3.49% 3.79% 3.89% 3.85% 4.89% 5.25% 3.30% 2.50% 
*Interest Rates are provided for information purposes only and are subject to change at any time without notice. The products listed above are available only in Canada to 
Canadian residents. Rates shown are for single family residential properties only and are subject to meeting all lenders credit granting criteria. Rates shown above may be specific 
to the sender and some conditions may apply E&OE
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Note: Where no line connects, there were no sales for that type of property for that month 

 
Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Note: Where no line connects, there were no sales for that type of property for that month 

 
Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Average price and median price information can be useful in establishing trends over time, but does not indicate actual prices in areas with widely divergent properties or 
differentials between geographical areas.  Please call Brad or Drew with any specific information about your property or properties you are interested in. 
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 Going Green 
 
We would like to ask for your help to save a few more trees this year. This is our last printed and mailed 
quarterly newsletter.  What we are trying to do is cut down on paper usage and therefore cutting back on our 
carbon footprint. Please help by providing us your email address and we will send you the newsletter 
electronically every quarter. Please send us your email address to info@BradHawker.com so we can continue 
to keep you updated on the Canmore Real Estate Market and and help save the environment at the same time.  
Please note that you can be removed at any time in the future and we don't share these email addresses with 
anyone. 
We will still be mailing the annual newsletter along with our calendar.   

Design with Fido in Mind 
Most Canadians would probably agree:  a house is not a home without a pet.  Over two thirds of Canadian 
households own at least one cat or dog and many own both – that’s a lot of furry friends.  The problem, however, 
is that a pet can take a toll on your living space and put a damper on your design plans.  Whether it’s scratching 
floors, staining carpets, or wreaking havoc on your new sofa set, cats and dogs often have their own design 
ideas. Thankfully, there are plenty of stylish options available to make your home more pleasant for your pets, 
and your pocketbook. 

Carpets 
As comfy as carpets are, they aren’t always the best flooring option for pets.  Carpets get stained, collect pet 
hair, and tend to retain odours.  Stain resistant carpets can help alleviate these problems but be careful, as most 
are treated with a topical application of chemicals that may be harmful to your pet’s long-term health.  As a safe, 
cost-effective alternative, try using an area rug or even carpet tiles.  Square carpet tiles join together to create a 
full carpet or area rug and allows you to mix and match designs and colours.  As a bonus, you’ll have the 
flexibility to replace soiled or overused tiles at minimal cost. 

Flooring 
The pitter patter of a pet’s paws is best kept to harder surfaces.  Hard surfaces are healthier for your cat or dog, 
easier to maintain, and cooler for pets with thicker coats to lie on.  Wood surfaces such as oak, cherry, and 
maple are also scratch resistant and more durable than other woods.  For a low cost flooring alternative, try 
using tile, bamboo, laminate or even rubber flooring.  These types of surfaces will resist your pet’s claw marks 
and help prevent odour retention too. 

Fabrics and Furniture 
Let’s face it, keeping your dog or cat off the couch isn’t always easy.  So, when searching for pet-friendly 
furniture, opt for tightly woven fabrics that can resist tears and rips.  Crypton, for example, is a nearly 
indestructible synthetic fabric.  It’s stain-resistant and perfect for defending against muddy paws and the dirt and 
grime that pet fur can leave behind.  Quality leathers, ultra suede and micro fibers are all extremely durable, 
odour resistant, and easy to clean.  And if purchasing a new sofa isn’t in the plans, try using a slipcover.  
Slipcovers can be custom designed to fit over any sofa, chair, or futon mattress that Fido likes to sleep on when 
you’re not home.   

A pet friendly-home doesn’t mean that your design ideas have to ‘go to the dogs’.  With the right mix of fabrics, 
flooring, and furniture, you and your pet can live in comfort and style. 
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Thank you for dealing with the Brad Hawker Real Estate Team, please advise us if you wish change the frequency of the delivery. 
Your choices are monthly, quarterly or yearly before Christmas. This brochure is not intended to breach any existing agency agreement. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Irreverent, but proud! Silly purveyors of humorous songs, the Arrogant Worms return to the Banff Centre with their 
popular and sometimes surprising folk comedy act. Join the trio of merry music makers as they satirize a multitude of 
musical styles and poke fun at assorted aspects of Canadian life. Tickets are Adults $22 Senior and Students $20 
child $17 family of 4(max 2 adults) $62 and Playbill special $15. Tickets are available at ticketmaster online. Show 
starts at 7:30pm in the Eric Harvie Theatre. From more information on the Arrogant Worms please visit their website 
at www.arrogant-worms.com  
 

 
Due to popular demand the GLITTER AND GLAM GALA is for woman only! This event is for us ladies to get gussied 
up and celebrate being healthy, getting healthy and staying healthy!”8 out of 9 women will have healthy breasts for a 
lifetime!” Support the women that have endured breast cancer and women finding methods of prevention. The event 
will be held at the Silvertip Golf Resort in Canmore and the doors open at 7:30pm. There will be music by The Fates 
and DJ Russ, silent auction full of fabulous items and belly dancing and tarot card readings. Get tickets while they 
last, limited to 300 women. Tickets are $50.00 and can be purchased thru the Mary Tidlund Charitable Foundation or 
contact Marvie at 403-609-5563. Please visit www.pinkandgreenribbon.com for more information. 
 

 
Come out and cheer for the ladies as they gear up for either 6 km run/walk or 12km run. Over 1000 women from 
across Canada come and enter the race. For more information on the event please go to www.rmswomenrun.com. 
Race starts at 11am. 
2008 Testimonials  
"Wow, I just wanted to give you a big pat on the back for a well organized and run (no pun intended) race today! You have 
definitely started something and put the bar pretty high for yourselves for next year. Everyone was so friendly, positive and the 
course was well marked. I thought that the goody bags were awesome and the food was the best I have ever had at a post run 
event. I can’t wait to see the registration for this event open up for next year, I’m sure you will sell it out the first day when word of 
mouth (and you know how women talk!) gets around."  
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