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Canmore Synopsis 
With snow in the air, Canmore and Banff are abuzz with excitement for the start of the ski season!  Brad was busy 
again helping to co-ordinate the Canmore and Banff Ski swaps which were a great success!  Registration is open for 
the Bow Valley Quikies and Banff Alpine Racers upcoming year if you are looking for a place for your children to learn 
how to be great skiers.  For more details you can go to http://barbvq.com/   The Nordic Center has a 2km track open 
for cross country skiing and reports are it is excellent condition for this time of year with the fresh snow we are 
receiving and more forecasted. Mount Norquay is hoping to be opening soon (maybe this weekend the  27th and 28th of 
Oct. as they have over a foot of fresh show and making more snow) – watch http://banffnorquay.com/ for more 
details and Lake Louise and Sunshine are planning for November 9th opening dates….   
 

In the Canmore Real Estate market the number of sales through the first 3 quarters of 2012 is 35% higher than that 
of 2011.  However we are still not near the sale volume levels we saw at the peak in 2007 (which is 34% higher than 
this year) our number of active listings in October is down 24% to 380 from October 2011.  Are we moving more 
towards a balanced market in some segments, perhaps, but the 2 bedroom condo market still has too much supply. 
 

The number of single family home sales in the 3rd Quarter is the highest number since the 2nd Quarter of 2007.  
While we have seen the number of active listing for sale fall over the past year and the number of properties sold 
rise, the prices and days on market although fluctuating, are staying quite consistent overall through most of the 
market segments. This upcoming 4th Quarter of 2012 looks to be continuing the stronger sales trend with above 
average firm and conditional sales to date for the month of October.   The change in mortgage rules may be slowing 
the more speculative markets of Vancouver and Toronto but not here which would make sense as most of our sales are 
either for weekend purchasers who do not finance much of their purchase if any or local residents who would not be 
affected by the mortgage rules too much as these rule changes were more focused on speculative investors with the 
exception of the reduction of the amortization from 30 years to the 25 years which effectively was the equivalent of 
a 1% interest rate increase. 
 

We hope you have had a great fall and you are looking forward to the winter/ski season as much as we are.  Lastly, 
referrals are a large part of our business.  If you know of anyone looking to buy or sell we would be very appreciative 
if you would pass along our names or give us a call and we would love to follow up with them directly. 
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 7 Ways to Save on Supplies for Your Home Renovation 
 
A Feng Shui bedroom, a retro bathroom, a cottage kitchen; there’s so many creative ways to perk up the look of 
your home.  But if the costs of your next home reno just aren’t adding up for you, it’s time to get equally creative 
with ways to save, and it starts with supplies.  Here are seven tips to help you save on building supplies for your 
next big project: 
1. Time it Right 
Upgrading your kitchen or bathroom?  The New Year is your best time to buy.  Building a deck or a gazebo for 
your garden? Aim to buy in late summer or fall.  Time your project after the season is over, because that’s when 
stores discount their supplies to make room for the next season’s materials. 
2. Don’t Underestimate Estimates 
Get at least three estimates for your project to ensure you’re getting the best value. Ask each contractor to break 
their quote down between labor and materials.  Make sure you’re not charged for any materials that go unused 
or can be returned. 
3. Think Outside of the Box-store 
When shopping for supplies, get creative.  Think liquidation stores that often have low-prices on overstocked 
materials, classified ads where people may have leftover supplies, and second hand building supply stores. 
4. Don’t Pay for the Load 
Having a store transport your building supplies can be very expensive.  If possible, transport the supplies 
yourself or rent a discount truck or trailer to save on costs.  
5. Save on the Small Things 
If a contractor’s quote exceeds your budget, negotiate a better price by offering to take care of some of the 
smaller tasks that you have the skill set to take on.  Perhaps you can help with the clean up, the painting, the 
picking up of supplies, or even the light demolition duties if you’re willing to get a little dirty. 
6. Use the Internet for Hard-to-Find Fixtures 
Can’t find the perfect pot lights, retro curtain rods, or the most fitting faucet?  The Internet puts a huge selection 
of hard to find products at your fingertips.  Look for specials with daily deal sites, seek out coupon and 
promotional codes that can give you deep discounts during checkout, and ensure you’re comfortable with the 
company’s return policy and shipping costs before you buy. 
7. Ask and You May Receive! 
Never be afraid to ask for a discount, especially when making large or bulk purchases.  If working with a 
contractor, ask for a better price if you offer to give them a testimonial, or write a blog for their website with 
before and after photos of your project. 
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Thank you for dealing with the Brad Hawker Real Estate Team, please advise us if you wish change the frequency of the delivery. 
Your choices are monthly, quarterly or yearly before Christmas. This brochure is not intended to breach any existing agency agreement. 

 

 

 
HAUNTED HOEDOWN AT THE DEADMAN MINE – OCTOBER 26TH  
Come and dance the night away at the adult only Halloween party supporting Elizabeth Rummel School 
Arts Infused Learning Program.  Featuring Dj Strength and Calgary Stampede Auctioneer and 
Square Dancer Caller, Stu Bradley.  Live and Silent Auctions with be taking place and spooktacular 
prizes for best costume. For more information visit www.hauntedhoedown.com  
 

BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM AND BOOK FESTIVAL – OCT 27TH TO NOV 4TH 

Nine days you won’t want to miss. The world’s best mountain films, books, and speakers take the 
spotlight for nine days each fall in Banff. Experience the adventure of climbing, mountain 
expeditions, remote cultures, and the world’s last great wild places – all brought to life at The Banff 
Centre. The Festival offers a diverse range of experiences for the thousands of people who visit 
Banff to attend this world-class event. From armchair adventurers to weekend warriors, to the 
international mountain community – our enthusiastic audience brings the energy to this event! For a 
calendar of events visit www.banffcentre.ca/mountainfestival/ 
 

WINTERSTART FESTIVAL- THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER  
In Banff and Lake Louise, holiday celebrating starts early with the WinterStart festival, where 
unique events create so much excitement it might blow your skis off. WinterStart beckons you to 
get outside, hit the ski hill and stroll down the streets of Banff under the soft twinkle of festive 
lights. Carve some early season turns at any of the 3 local hills. Catch a glimpse of world-class ski 
racers they reach record speeds at the Lake Louise World Cup. Enjoy the thrills of Christmas in the 
Rockies with a variety of events catered to the young and young at heart. Decorate cookies, join a 
wagon ride and watch Banff Avenue brighten with the Santa Clause Parade of Lights. Visit 
www.banfflakelouise.com for a schedule of events.  
 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ROYAL LEPAGE’S ANNUAL FOOD 
DRIVE COMING IN DECEMBER.  
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