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MAY 2009        REAL ESTATE NEWS 
 

 

Canmore Synopsis 
We are getting settled into our new custom built office in the Royal LePage Centre at 101, 710 10th 
Street.  Please stop by to say hello and we can give you a tour of the new offices (and the ~1,750 sq ft 2 
bedroom plus den penthouses if you like www.royallepage.ca/id/C3354095 
,www.royallepage.ca/id/C3354698 ). The beginning of May is continuing with slightly stronger numbers 
than April (April was the highest number of firm sales since September 2008) as we already have 15 
combined conditional and firm sales as of May 12th. Buyers are starting to move from just looking to 
being more serious about buying.  The active listing inventory is remaining somewhat stable (May 1, 
09 was 441) and down from the high of Nov 08 (467), May 08 was 395 which is only a 11.6% increase 
over the same month last year. There were 18 sales in April up from 13 in March, which is 38% increase 
month over month but still down from the 34 sales in April 2008.  The average listing to selling price 
ratio was up in April to 92.20% from 84.5% in March and 90.5% in Feb. The interest rates are continuing 
to stay very low (5 year money for 3.59%) which is making it a great time to get into the market or move 
up to another property. As always, we are never too busy for your referrals.  Thanks for continuing to 
think of us as your Real Estate Team for Canmore / Banff.  

 
Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Average price and median price information can be useful in establishing trends over time, but does not indicate actual prices in areas with widely divergent properties or 
differentials between geographical areas.  Please call Brad or Drew with any specific information about your property or properties you are interested in. 

Residential Mortgage Rates* 
Effective April 27th, 2009* 

 Term 6 Month 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 7 Year 10 Year Variable 
Rate 

Prime 
Rate Posted Rates* 5.05% 5.00% 4.80% 4.95% 5.15% 5.45% 6.90% 7.05% 

Best Rates* 4.45% 2.99% 3.59% 3.65% 3.79% 3.59% 5.15% 5.25% 3.30% 2.25% 
*Interest Rates are provided for information purposes only and are subject to change at any time without notice. The products listed above are available only in Canada to 
Canadian residents. Rates shown are for single family residential properties only and are subject to meeting all lenders credit granting criteria. Rates shown above may be specific 
to the sender and some conditions may apply. E&OE. 
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Eco-Smart Gardening Offers Clever Solutions 

 
Eco-smart gardening makes a lot of sense.  It can help reduce carbon dioxide levels, promote environmental 
sustainability, and even save you a little money.  Here are a few quick tips to get you started: 
 
De-fuel.  According to Statistics Canada, using a standard gas mower for one hour causes the same amount of 
pollution as driving a new car 550 kms.  For a greener alternative, try using push reel or electric mowers and 
cordless trimmers.  These non-gasoline powered solutions help eliminate harmful emissions, are quieter, and 
can save you anywhere between $55-550 in annual fuel costs.* 
 
Cut high.  Set your lawn mower so it cuts high (approximately 7-8 cm from the ground) to encourage the growth 
of deep roots.  Taller blades and deeper roots make grass more naturally resistant to insects, help control 
crabgrass, and conserve moisture better by shading the soil. 
 
Grow up, not out.  For condo dwellers and those who lack landscape space, growing vertical plants or herbs on 
the side of your building is a great alternative to a traditional garden.  Vertical plants require minimal care, help 
cut down on noise, and will improve air quality around your living space. 
 
Waste not, want not.  50 per cent of water used for gardening in Canada is wasted as a result of 
overwatering.**  To prevent water waste, use the soaker instead of the mist setting on your hose.  This delivers 
water directly to the base of the plant and reduces water loss due to evaporation. If using a sprinkler, keep the 
water low to the grass and make sure it doesn’t fall on nearby sidewalks or driveways. 
 
Let it rain.  Rainwater, not chemically-treated tap water, is the best source of nutrients for growing your plants 
and collecting it is always a good idea.  Creating your own rainwater collection system can be as easy as setting 
up jars, bowls, or barrels to collect and store water for drier periods.  You can also take advantage of rainwater 
by positioning downspouts so that water flows directly onto planted beds, lawn areas, or directly into your 
rainwater collection system.  Either way, you can watch your plants grow up, and your water and utility bills go 
down. 
* Analysis based on data from Environment Canada. 
** Natural Resources Canada. 
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Thank you for dealing with the Brad Hawker Real Estate Team, please advise us if you wish change the frequency of the delivery. 
Your choices are monthly, quarterly or yearly before Christmas. This brochure is not intended to breach any existing agency agreement. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Canmore Children's Festival celebrates 10 Years with Out-of-this-World festivities at Canmore Collegiate High 
School. See Rick Miller as MacHomer in an hilarious version of Macbeth on May 15th for Big Friday. Arrive early 
Saturday for free pancake breakfast amongst star performers - gates open 9:15am. Admission: child $3, adult 5$ - 
only Main Stage shows cost extra (F&B sales on site). Enjoy all day magical performances, interactive fun 
workshops, alien dress up, storytelling, surprise space games, solar stargazing & road shows, birthday cake and 
mega crafts. Saturday Gala with Tomas Kubinek is a not to be missed event. Check out 
www.canmorechildrensfestival.com for all the details on the acts, to register for workshops and to find ticket 
pricing. Tickets available at Cafe Books in Canmore or at festival site on the day (if not sold out.) You can easily find 
fun the whole day with us! 
 

 
Mortgage Intelligence will be sponsoring a community shred event in Canmore for Crime Prevention week on 
Saturday May 16th.  We will be located in the parking lot beside Miner's Hall from 10am to 2pm.  Bring your important 
documents that you would like to have safely and securely disposed.  The truck will shred all documents on site.  
Donations will be gladly accepted towards Rotary House. For more information call 403-609-0155 or email 
trisha.isaac@migroup.ca 
 

 
The Canadian Cancer Society Relay For Life is a celebration of survival and a tribute to the lives of loved ones who 
have been touched by cancer. Teams of 10 people participate in an overnight non-competitive relay, taking turns 
walking, running or strolling around a track. The relay starts at 7pm and goes till 7am at Centennial Park. For more 
information, contact Canadian Cancer Society or Jennifer Robertson at canmore.relayforlife@cancer.ab.ca        
403-205-3966. Please visit www.cancer.ca to find a relay in your community. 
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