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JULY 2013                           REAL ESTATE NEWS 
 

 

Welcome to Summer 
  
The last 4 weeks have been a whirlwind in Southern Alberta.  The rains and subsequent flooding caused so 
much damage but also showed how amazing it is to live here.  We have seen everyone be it friends, 
neighbours and perfect strangers helping each other.  Within days the highway re-opened and the town is 
open for business. Days later the town was able to celebrate. 
  
We are seeing the market picking back up and expect it to continue with the end of stampede.  
  
The number of sales in the 2nd quarter is the highest we have seen since 2007.  In certain market 
segments we are seeing the market tighten and expect that to continue.  With the lack of activity through 
the flooding many of the listings that were going to hit the market are hitting it now so we  should see a 
bit of an influx of new listings coming to market.  
  
As always, if you know anyone who is thinking about buying or selling we would really appreciate it if you 
would pass along our names. 
 

 

 

  
Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Average price and median price information can be useful in establishing trends over time, but does not indicate actual prices in areas with widely divergent properties or 
differentials between geographical areas.  Please call Brad or Drew with any specific information about your property or properties you are interested in 
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Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Note: Where no line connects, there were no sales for that type of property for that month 

 
Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Note: Where no line connects, there were no sales for that type of property for that month 
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 How to Hire a Contractor 
   
  
With the recent floods in Southern Alberta wreaking havoc on so many homes, many Albertans will soon be in the 
market for a good contractor. While there are countless examples of trusted and reputable contractors doing quality 
work, there are sadly those who look to take advantage of such situations by doing less than promised. CREB®Now 
has compiled a list of tips on how to protect yourself when hiring a contractor. 
  
When looking to find out someone's reputation, there's no better spot to start than with those you know and trust. 
With social media bringing even the faintest of acquaintances just a tweet away, homeowners can not only hear about 
past projects but also pay a visit and inspect the work for themselves. In addition to the quality of the work itself, 
inquire as to whether or not it came in on budget and on time. 
  
Once you've moved past talking to those you know, enlisting the help of organizations like the Better Business 
Bureau, Service Alberta and The Canadian Home Builders Association can help inform you of your rights before and 
after hiring a contractor. Consumers can confirm whether a prepaid contractor is licensed at www.servicealberta.ca 
or by calling the Consumer Contact Centre at 1-877-427-4088. 
  
Just like any hiring process, homeowners looking to renovate should compile and interview a list of candidates. Once 
relaying a detailed list of what the job will entail, homeowners should request a list of previous clients with contact 
information and even (if required) ask for financial references for the company itself. Use extra caution if the 
contractor tells you a contract isn't necessary, that the entire job needs to be paid for up front or that you need to 
pay in cash or cheque. Homeowners can even drop by a current worksite to see how the company works. 
  
Once the list of contractors has been narrowed down, it's a good idea to obtain written estimates from multiple 
contractors. Estimates should include a complete description of the work, an itemized list of type, quality and cost of 
materials to be used, project start and completion dates, any guarantees made by the contractor and all payment 
information. Avoid any contractor who tells you you're getting a limited time offer or quotes a price without seeing 
the job. Also beware of any contractor who asks for a large down payment for materials, as most reputable 
contractors maintain charge accounts with suppliers. 
  
Specific trades such as electricians and plumbers must be certified to work in Alberta. A qualified tradesperson will 
be able to show you a pocket certificate issued by Alberta Advanced Education. To find out if the trades people you 
are hiring need to be certified in Alberta or to verify an individual's status, contact the nearest Alberta Advanced 
Education Apprenticeship and Industry Training Office. Homeowners should also ensure the contractor and trades 
people have Workers' Compensation Board coverage and ask to see an insurance certificate showing public liability 
and property damage coverage for all workers on the job. 
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Royal LePage Rocky Mountain Realty 

         
Brad Hawker          Drew Betts  
Broker           Associate Broker 
 
 

Thank you for dealing with the Brad Hawker Real Estate Team, please advise us if you wish change the frequency of the delivery. 
Your choices are monthly, quarterly or yearly before Christmas. This brochure is not intended to breach any existing agency agreement. 

 

 

 
Check out the events at the Communitea Cafe in 
http://thecommunitea.com/communitea_cafe/live_music.html 
 
 AUGUST 10 - BENNY WALKER BAND & TOM RICHARDSON 
GOOD EARTH CAFE  
Benny Walker brings his effortless blend of blues, roots and acoustic folk to Canmore. One of Australia's rising indigenous 
artists, Benny Walker has earned numerous awards. Our favourite: the 2011 Deadly Award nomination for Most Promising 
New Talent in Music. For info: www.facebook.com/goodearthcanmore  
 
AUGUST 11 - HERITAGE OPEN HOUSE  
CANMORE MUSEUM & GEOSCIENCE CENTRE 
Visit the Canmore Museum & Geoscience Centre for a celebration of Canmore’s past, present and future. Collections 
Manager Lynne Huras will be guiding tours of the collection all afternoon.  
Help identify artefacts and have your picture taken at the photo booth. For info: www.cmags.org 

AUGUST 22  
DINNER WITH AN OLYMPIAN - KRISTINA GROVES 
www.2014awg.ca  
  
AUGUST 27  
MICHAEL WUITCHIK BOOK RELEASE WITH MUSIC BY EERIE GREEN  
www.thecommunitea.com 

September 1st- Canmore Highland Games - The Celtic spirit prevails in Canmore when hundreds of 
participants of Highland Dance, Piping, Drumming, Running and Heavy Sports give their best 
performances in their quest for excellence.  For info: 403-678-9454 or canmorehighlandgames@telus.net 

 
 
 

www.BradHawker.com  
Phone: (403) 678-7557 

Fax: (403) 678-2206 
Toll Free: 1-877-818-7557 

 


