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JANUARY 2011 REAL ESTATE NEWS 

Canmore Synopsis 
The Canmore market in 2010 kept moving in the right direction.  From the low total number of sales in the market in 
2008 we saw an increase of 29% to the number of sales in 2009 and an additional 2% in 2010.   

The single family homes had the largest year over year increase from 2009 to 2010 of 11.9%.  The sale prices of 
single family homes also increased.   The average sale price increased 13.4% and the median sale price increased 
8.3%.  The condo market slowed down in 2010 compared to 2009.  With 8.8% less sales and prices staying quite close 
to 2009 numbers (the average increased by ~2% and the median decreased by ~2%)  The duplex market stayed quite 
steady year over year in both number of sales and price sold.  Although we did see lot sales drop, the sample size is 
quite small.   
One of the reason for the average and median prices increasing is that we saw mare sales in the upper price points 
from 2009 as evidenced by an increase of 27+% in properties sold for over $1,000,000.   
Taking a look at the active listings on the market, we dropped to 306 listings on the market on January 1, 2011.  This 
is the lowest volume of listings since March 1, 2008. 
Lastly, we have really started to sense a confidence in buying returning to the market.  We are also seeing a return of 
buyers that are looking at Canmore as a great place to move and live along with an increase in those looking to have a 
mountain escape for weekends, holidays or both. 

Happy New Year to everyone!  Referrals are a large part of our business and we would really appreciate it if you would 
pass along our name to anyone you may know who may be interested in buying or selling. 

Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 
Average price and median price information can be useful in establishing trends over time, but does not indicate actual prices in areas with widely 
divergent properties or differentials between geographical areas.  Please call Brad or Drew with any specific information about your property or properties 
you are interested in 
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Note: Where no line connects, there were no sales for that type of property for that month 
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Accessories 
Once you’re happy with the basics of your home décor – colour, furniture, window treatments, lighting – it’s time to 
add those finishing touches that pull everything together.  Here are a few tips to help you accessorize with flair: 

• Lay an area rug down.  Think of it as floor art that helps define a space and warms up hard surface flooring.
Area rugs come in styles, colours and patterns to suit every taste and budget.  Look for earth friendly

materials such as wool and organic cotton.

• Hang artwork to compliment the flavour of your room’s décor and to add visual interest.  For small spaces,
one large picture gives a less cluttered impression than a collection of smaller ones.  Whereas, an oversized
piece of art or an assembly of smaller pictures brings focus to a large space.

• Toss cushions on to furniture.  Relatively low in cost, toss cushions spice up your room with colour and
texture and are easily changed to refresh your décor.  For depth and dimension, layer them to combine
different fabrics, shapes, sizes, patterns and colours.

• Layer in other textiles.  A strategically placed throw blanket across a lounger creates a cozy place to relax
while enhancing your décor.  A vibrant table runner can add visual interest to a sedate dining area.  Bed and
bath linens alone can define the look of these spaces.

• Bring in greenery.  Plants and flowers are beautiful, soothing, fit almost any space, and can add a punch of
colour to any room.  As an added benefit, most house plants improve air quality by removing toxins.  By adding
oxygen and humidity, they make the air easier to breathe.

• Assemble tasteful decorative accents to fill in the blanks.  Candles, baskets, coffee table books, serving
trays, vases, sculptures and other accents add polish.  Create a theme with these pieces that compliment the
look of your room and avoid over dressing.

• Personalize with a finishing flourish of a select few photos of family and friends.  Create an accent by
grouping three to seven photos of varied sizes and layouts together in complimentary frames.  Place them in a
location where they can be easily enjoyed.

• Know when to stop.  It’s tempting to over-accessorize with great finds and favourite pieces.  Each time you
add something new to a room, reassess how everything looks together.  Avoid a cluttered look which will
detract from any décor.

Great accessories bring life to a room and make it personal to you.  Accessories are also versatile and can be 
refreshed to reflect changes in trends or personal tastes.  When selling your home, use accessories to dress it in a 
way that offers the broadest appeal to prospective buyers. 
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Thank you for dealing with the Brad Hawker Real Estate Team, please advise us if you wish change the frequency of the delivery. 
Your choices are monthly, quarterly or yearly before Christmas. This brochure is not intended to breach any existing agency agreement. 

Ice Magic – January 21st to 23rd 
Bubbling cauldrons, fairies and carnivals - "Magical Madness" is the inspiration for this year's International Ice 
Carving Competition, held at Lake Louise. Starting on January 21 at the Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise, twelve 
teams of two carvers have 34 hours to transform 15 blocks of ice into seven-foot tall ice sculptures.  With 
each block of ice weighing 300lbs, the work requires hard physical labour and a touch of delicate creativity all 
at the same time. 

All you need is Love – January 22nd 
Dust off those go-go boots and mini-skirts... the date for the 2011 Banff Mineral Springs Fundraising Gala has 
been set for January 22, 2011! Once again, the Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel will be host to our annual event 
and this years’ theme “All you need is Love” promises to be a night of fun and frivolity with entertainment 
provided by the well known Beatles tribute band ‘Revolver’. Join us for the party of the year and help raise 
funds towards some much needed Operating Room and Emergency Room equipment! 

Mountain Madness Relay – January 28th  
As part of Banff’s winter festival the annual Mountain Madness relay is a local favorite. Teams of 5 ski 
downhill, run, skate, cross-country classic ski and skate-ski in stages from the top of Mount Norquay to Banff’s 
Central Park. The race starts at 1pm and the wrap-up reception at Banff legion starts around 3pm. Most teams 
enter for the sheer fun of it 
(rather than the half-day off work) at the annual Mountain Madness Relay Race. 
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