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Soaring sales & plummeting inventory sets the stage for a very interesting 2014 
in Canmore Real Estate.   

 
Sales volume in the past 12 months soared 33% over a strong previous 12 months.  The listing inventory has 
sunk to the fewest active listing since Sept. 2007.  2013 has blown away a strong 2012 with signs pointing 
to a very strong 2014 as well though it may be a little tempered as there is less to sell. Buyer demand 
continues to be very strong, as we end 2013, and the Canmore Real Estate market should continue to be hot 
in 2014.  In most market segments we are seeing prices strengthening and 2014 will allow some more price 
appreciation in many segments. 
 
Our buyers are still looking for value, location, views and great finishing.  These buyers are coming from 
areas other than just Alberta, though Alberta still makes up over 90% of the buyers in our market.  Our 
marketing efforts have brought us new buyers in 2013 from Eastern Canada, British Columbia and the 
United States with many looking for a place to enjoy now and for the next 5-15 years until they retire 
when they want to spend more time here in Canmore, Harvie Heights and Lac Des Arcs. Other buyers are 
looking to minimize their taxes, either current income tax or future estate taxes; all great signs for 
Alberta.  Single family homes, townhouses and apartment units have all sold well in 2013, the vacation 
accommodation zoned "condo hotel" units are still a challenge but even these units have had a pickup in 
buyer activity and some recent sales even with the back drop of their financing challenges. 
 
We are happy to let you know that our 22nd annual Royal LePage Food Bank Drive was a huge success and 
thank you to many of our clients who came out to support this very worthwhile cause.  We collected close 
to 7,900 pounds and $1,800.  Donations can still be made at our office. 
 
As always, Brad and Drew would like to thank you all for choosing us as your Real Estate Professionals and 
we look forward to continuing to help you make your Real Estate dreams a reality.  We are very proud to be 
have been awarded the Chairman’s award which acknowledges our commitment to our clients as we are in 
the Top 1% (top 150 agents) of Royal LePage’s 15,000 agents for sale volume, actually 94 this year, we are 
very proud but so thankful for all your support! 
   
Also, please remember we are NEVER too busy for your referrals! Brad and Drew want to wish you all a 
very happy and safe holiday season and a healthy and happy new year!   
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Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Average price and median price information can be useful in establishing trends over time, but does not indicate actual prices in areas with widely divergent properties or 
differentials between geographical areas.  Please call Brad or Drew with any specific information about your property or properties you are interested in 
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               Pet Safety Tips           

Christmas is a wonderful time of year – but not always for your pets! Here are some tips for keeping your pets out 
of danger. 

Food to avoid giving your pet at Christmas 

 Alcoholic beverages 
 Chocolate (highly toxic to pets) 
 Coffee 
 Mouldy or spoiled foods 
 Salt 
 Chicken or Turkey bones (they can splinter) 
Avoid giving your pet any of your leftovers as this can cause diarrhoea. Also keep your pet away from cooked 
bones: they can splinter or get lodged in your pet’s throat or can cause serious damage by puncturing the 
intestinal tract. 

Pet hazards around the Christmas tree 
 Fallen Christmas tree needles are very sharp and can easily get stuck in your pet’s paws or throat. Sweep 

tree needles up regularly or fence off your Christmas tree to separate your pet and tree. 
 Do not hang your chocolates from your Christmas tree: they are highly toxic and your pet will be tempted 

if he can see and smell them. 
 Cover up electric cords and flashing tree lights so your pet can’t chew them and electrocute himself. 
 Try using fairy lights that don’t flash as some pets when up close can get very scared by these. 
 Christmas tree decorations can cause a nasty accident or be fatal to your pet. Cats, and young pets 

especially, will show a great interest in decorations hanging from your tree. Try to use unbreakable 
decorations and nothing too small. Avoid tinsel or ribbons as these are dangerous to the gastrointestinal 
tract if your pet swallows them. 

 Make sure your tree is well anchored so your pet can’t pull it over 

Other Christmas dangers to pets 

 Holly, mistletoe, lilies and yew trees are poisonous to pets and must be kept well out of reach. 
 Remember loud noises will panic your pet, such as Christmas crackers, poppers, balloons, and champagne 

bottles. 
 Remove your Christmas wrapping paper (and toys) from the floor to avoid your pet chewing or 

swallowing it. 
 For your pet’s safety this Christmas always buy your pet’s presents from a reputable pet shop or 

veterinary clinic. 
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December 22 - December 31 
Sleigh Rides at Boundary Ranch Sleigh Rides will be departing on the hour daily from 11am-4pm from 
December 22nd to December 31st with the exception of Christmas Day.  Adults $25 children $15.  Please call 
or email for reservations. 403-591-7171 or visit www.boundaryranch.com  
 
December 31st  
Party on the Pond 

This annual tradition is Canmore’s way of welcoming in the New Year.  It is a family oriented event with food, 
music, bonfires and skating as well as fireworks at midnight. 
Telephone: 1 403 678-1878 

 
January 31st – February 23rd 
Canmore Winter Carnival 
The Canmore Winter Carnival is a celebration of the season and a popular community tradition for more than 20 
years. The 2014 event is the biggest and best yet with a record breaking 24 days of events including ice 
carving, snow sculpting and the return of Snow Tracks on Main Street and the popular Kid ‘n’ Mutt races. 
 
This year the Winter Carnival not only coincides with the Alberta Winter Games, but also the 2014 Sochi 
Winter Olympics. The Canmore Civic Centre Plaza will turn into an Athlete’s Village featuring food vendors, 
activities and a giant TV screen broadcasting the Olympics so we can cheer on all the Canmore-based athletes.   
 
February 6- February 9th 
Alberta Winter Games 
From February 6-9, 2014, more than 2500 athletes, coaches and officials will participate in 22 sports 
throughout the Banff and Canmore municipal region.  The Games will provide the opportunity for many of 
Canada’s future elite athletes to enjoy their first taste of competition at a provincial level. 
www.2014awg.ca  
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