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Canmore Synopsis 
 
The Canmore market has picked back up after most of Canada was either at the Olympic or 
glued to the broadcasts, it has taken a few weeks to get buyers re-engaged after their com-
plete focus on the great efforts of our athletes. Congratulations to all our Olympians, I am 
very proud of them and to be a Canadian. 
 
Seasonally we typically see an increase in the listing inventory and this year is following in 
that normal path, at the beginning of April we sat at 371 active listings, slightly up from the 
March figure of 352 but well down from the 444 from April 09 and about 10% above the 338 
figure of April 08 which can mainly be attributed to the large increase in Vacation condo list-
ings in Canmore, Harvie Heights and Dead Man's flats. If we take out the vacation condo 
increase we are around the April 08 active listing level. I see inventory increasing perhaps 
another 8 to 12% and cresting at ~415 active listings late Spring / early Summer unless 
there is a project that comes into out system that skews these figures upward in the future 
or sales drop off again which I am not expecting. 

 
We are seeing new buyers continuing to come to the market for full time living, moving to 
the area for lifestyle, retiring, recreational and a few investors as well. The sales volume for 
the quarter remain substantially higher than the Q4 of 2008 and Q1 of 2009, it is up over 
110% and April look to be continuing this trend, I am unsure if the recent interest rate in-
creases will change things much as rates are still very low. 

Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 
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Active Listings Currently on Market By All Companies - Monthly
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Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 
Note: Where no line connects, there were no sales for that type of property for that month. 

Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 

Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 
Note: Where no line connects, there were no sales for that type of property for that month. 

Number of Listings Sold By All Companies By Quarter
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Median Sale Price by Quarter
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 EXTERIOR PAINTING DOS AND DON’TS 
 
Make your faded home look fresh again with expert tips on exterior painting for getting the job done right for your next 
home decor project.  
 
Painting the outside of your house can yield "wow" results like nothing else. It can make a faded house look fresh 
again, and transform a mousey one into a showstopper. A good paint job can last from three to six years, and is well 
worth the effort. Here are some dos and don'ts for getting started. 
 
DO hire a pro (unless you're a truly obsessive DIYer) 
Painting a house involves hard physical labour. Besides prepping it properly you'll be climbing ladders, getting spat-
tered with paint, and working all day in warm weather. Unless you're willing to put that kind of sweat equity into your 
home without cutting corners, you're better off hiring a pro. 
 
DON'T cut corners on the prep work 
A professional looking paint job takes diligent preparation. Protect flowerbeds, bushes, decks, and paved areas with 
drop cloths. Scrape off blistered or cracking paint, sand the exterior surface so primer or paint can adhere properly. 
Wash the surfaces to remove dust. Whew! Now you're ready to apply primer, which is essential for even coverage on 
bare wood, repainting over bright or dark colours, or applying latex over existing oil paint. 
 
DO use the right paint formula 
Latex is a smart choice because it resists UV-fading better than alkyd, and is less likely to crack or peel. An added 
benefit is that water-based latex dries faster than oil-based alkyd, and clean up's a lot easier - just soap and water 
(versus solvent, in the case of alkyd). 
 
DO check the weather report. 
Avoid painting on rainy, overly windy or humid days, as these can detrimentally affect the finish. For best results, paint 
on days with temperatures in the 10-to-30-degree Celsius range. Don't paint in direct sun. 
 
DON'T scrimp 
Choose "premium" paints, not paints marked "economy," "contractor" or "value" grade. And don't buy just one vat of 
paint to take advantage of the volume discount. Select a semi-gloss for most of the exterior (unless you're painting 
siding, in which case lower-lustre eggshell is better), and easier-to-clean high-gloss for trim, doors and shutters. You'll 
need a special porch and floor paint for the porch and any wooden front steps.  
 
DO ensure you've got the right tools and equipment 
A good-quality synthetic brush is essential for latex, and you'll use it on trim, shutters and other areas needing "cutting 
in" pre-roller. Use the right width roller for your wall, as well as the right thickness and density of nap on the roller in-
sert; check the packaging or ask a paint store clerk about what's best for your exterior surface. Don't rent or buy a 
sprayer unless you're a seasoned paint pro; they can be hard to handle. Make sure to have plenty of absorbent rags, a 
hat and or eye protection, drop cloths, and a step- or extension ladder in the right height.  
 
DO exercise creativity with the front door (and shutters and porch gable) 
That said, feel free to express your passion for colour on smaller sections of your home, where they're likely to make a 
stylin' impact. (TREND TIP: A high-gloss red door channels both "hot" and "classic" at the same time and gives any 
home designer caché. Purple-inflected lavender is another bold colour that can be used in small doses to great effect, 
especially if you match it with a yummy raspberry-red door.) 
 
DON'T get lazy 
Once you're painting, work in small areas but use long, even strokes to avoid a patchy paint job. Move your ladder 
frequently instead of over-reaching, which, besides being dangerous, also can result in a streaky finish. 
 
DO maintain the look 
Seasonal washing will keep your paint looking its best. 
 
DON'T pollute 
Dispose of old paint per your municipal waste disposal instructions.  
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Includes all listings in Canmore, Harvie Heights, Lac Des Arcs and Exshaw 
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Wednesday May 12 - 4:00 pm & 7:30 pm 
Shrine Circus 2010 
All New Shows! Ticket available at The PHONE STORE. Ticket Price $20.00 Each. Canmore Recreation 
Centre Arena  
 

Saturday May 15 - 8:00 am 
Rocky Mountain Soap Company Women's Run 
This charitable event for women only features the most beautiful scenery in Canmore's spring! The event 
features a 6 or 12 km run/walk, post event banquet... and, hopefully, bluebird skies! 
 

Saturday May 22 -  10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Downtown Canmore Street Fair 
Come and stroll on The Walk of Champions and the Civic Centre Plaza listening to music and shopping 
with the street vendors.  

Average Days on Market (Sold Properties) By all Companies - 
Quarterly
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