
Information for Providers: 

The forensic exam for a patient reporting sexual assault 

Call: 801-461-5888 

Wasatch Forensic Nurses (WFN) is a not-for-profit organization, providing 

forensic exams for patients 14 years and older with a history of sexual assault. 

There is no charge to patients, physicians or facilities for the medical forensic exam. 

Timing: Evidence can be collected up to 144 hours (6 days) after the assault. Beyond 144 hours, exams may be provided for 

extenuating circumstances (e.g. documentation of visible injury).  

Response: Wasatch Forensic Nurses will respond to the hospital of the patient’s choice in Salt Lake, Utah, Summit and 

Wasatch Counties. 

 

As a healthcare provider you are responsible for:  

1. Providing necessary medical care: Emergent medical care always takes priority. Non-emergent care is best 

postponed until after the forensic exam. 

 

2. Reporting to Law Enforcement is mandatory for healthcare providers in Utah: Utah Code 26-23a-2. 1a Any health 

care provider who treats or cares for any person who suffers from any wound or other injury … by violation of any 

criminal statute of this state, shall immediately report to a law enforcement agency the facts regarding the injury. 

 

3. Minimize the destruction of DNA Evidence 

a. If the patient needs to urinate have them pat dry, not wipe. 

b. Avoid washing or cleaning up the patient prior to evidence collection. 

c. Unless medically necessary avoid a genital exam or procedures prior to evidence collection. 

d. Encourage your patient to have a forensic exam as soon as possible. 

 

4. Facilitate the opportunity for a forensic exam:  

a. Explain to the patient the options 

i. The patient is not required to talk to law enforcement, although the exam must be reported.  Talking with 

law enforcement will assist in holding the perpetrator accountable. 

ii. The patient may choose whether or not to have an exam. 

iii. If choosing to have a medical forensic exam, the patient can also choose whether or not to have the 

kit processed by the laboratory.  

iv. There is a limited time frame when evidence can be collected, the sooner the better. 

v. Once the evidence is collected the patient may take their time deciding if they wish to speak to law 

enforcement, or have their kit processed. 

vi. If the patient chooses not to have a medical forensic exam, the forensic nurse will not respond. The medical 

facility will need to ensure that the patient receives the appropriate medical treatment, medications and  

follow up care. 

b. Call Wasatch Forensic Nurses 801-461-5888 for the exam. 
 

c. Medical forensic exams are generally done in an emergency department. Please identify the emergency 

department where the patient would like to go for the exam, and provide information to the emergency 

department as well as contact WFN (See 4b above) about the patient and the plan for a medical forensic exam 

by WFN. Again, there should be no charge to the patient for the exam unless additional medical care is required. 
 

d.  Minimize questions about the assault. The patient will have to repeat any answers to the forensic nurse, and 

again to law enforcement (should they choose to speak to law enforcement.) With the patient's permission WFN 

will share with you the information obtained from the patient during our exam. 
 

5. Contact Wasatch Forensic Nurses at 801-461-5888 with any question about WFN’s services, this information page 

or about a specific patient. 
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