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Arkansas PAs, 
  
We are passing along a couple of more clarifications and updates regarding telemedicine in Arkansas 
from the state medical board:  

1. The supervising physician does not need to be on site or within a certain distance from the PA in 
order for the PA to practice telemedicine. As per our state protocol and practice act, the SP or 
backup SP should be available by phone.  

2. The medical board is no longer requiring a revised and signed copy of the protocol in order for 
the PA to practice telemedicine. Some PAs may have an older version of the protocol that lacks 
a telemedicine provision. In these cases, the PA may send an email to 
support@armedicalboard.org stating that they have read and understood the telemedicine 
protocol, along with the date they will start these services with the approval of their SP.  

a. The telemedicine verbiage can be found in the PA Example Protocol on the ASMB 
website: https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/PhysicianAssistant.aspx 

b. It states “Any telehealth provided shall be conducted within the parameters of the Laws 
& Regulations governing telemedicine in Arkansas as defined in the Arkansas Medical 
Practices Act & Regulations. The Physician Assistant will not perform telehealth in 
excess of the authority provided to the Supervising or Back-up Supervising Physician.” 

i. For example, if as a PA you work in orthopedics with an SP that is an orthopedic 
physician, you cannot provide general/family telemedicine as it outside of the 
scope of your SP.  

c. It is imperative that you read and review the parameters of telemedicine practice found 
in the Arkansas Medical Practices Act found on the ASMB website  
(www.armedicalboard.org), beginning in A.C.A. 17-80-401 through 17-80-407 and Rules 
(formerly referred to as Regulations) number 2.8 and 38.   Additionally, the Regulation 
governing Physician Assistants is Rule 24.    
  

If you have been following AAPA, you may have seen that several states have lifted or temporarily 
relaxed PA licensing and practice requirements. Some states are allowing PAs licensed in other states to 
temporarily practice without obtaining a license specific to that state. In order for this to happen, an 
executive order must be signed by the Governor of that state. This has not happened in Arkansas. 
ARAPA is following this closely will alert you should Governor Hutchinson sign an executive order 
affecting PA practice in this state.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to ARAPA if you have any questions or concerns. PAs are part of the 
solution to providing care to Arkansans during this time of crisis.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heather Trudeau, PA-C, 2020 ARAPA President 
Tara Bruner, PA-C, 2020 ARAPA Past President 
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