
PAs of Vermont, 
 
It’s becoming clear that in the coming weeks we will be facing a public health challenge in 
Vermont the likes of which most of us haven’t before seen. 
 
As I’m sure you are aware, there are inadequate resources to care for all of the people in our 
region who may develop moderate to severe COVID symptoms should current projections be 
realized (see the current situation in Italy as a possible example of what we might be facing in 
the US). Combine that with the likelihood that a significant number of clinicians will themselves 
become ill or require quarantine, and we can predict there will be a personnel shortage. 
 
Vermont PA statute does not currently allow Vermont-licensed PAs to participate in 
disaster response without entering into a Supervisory Agreement with a physician in that 
care realm. Our proposed legislation (S.128/H.116) addresses this, but unless an interim 
emergency provision makes an allowance to remove this restriction, we must follow current 
statutory law. 
 
Governor Scott declared a state of emergency in Vermont last night, but it remains unclear how 
that impacts a PA’s ability to assist in COVID-19 response beyond their current practice 
environment and Delegation Agreement. 
 
I am awaiting clarification from the Board of Medical Practice re: how Vermont PAs can 
assist in response efforts if needed.  
 
In the meantime, here are some action steps I recommend we take: 

1. Obtain up to date COVID-19 pandemic information from the Vermont Department of 
Health COVID site (for Vermont-specific data and guidance), CDC, and/or WHO. 

2. Here is an excellent clinical guide to COVID-19 for clinicians. Please read it and 
familiarize yourself with the facts. Even if you no longer practice, you are an important 
resource to friends, families, and neighbors. 

3. Join the How Can I Help #prepare Facebook group started by Vermont Rep. Mari 
Cordes, RN. The goal is to connect people within communities should there be a need to 
assist those negatively impacted by illness or quarantines. 

4. Consider joining the Vermont Medical Reserve Corps as a volunteer. 

 
This is a stressful time for all, but especially for front-line medical providers. As a PA, you are a 
leader in this pandemic. Please take care of yourselves. Get rest, eat well, take down time when 
you can.  
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/03/who-gets-hospital-bed/607807/
https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/infectious-disease/2019-novel-coronavirus
https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/infectious-disease/2019-novel-coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://emcrit.org/pulmcrit/covid19/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/191774325439518/?fref=nf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/emergency-preparedness-ems/volunteering/call-vermont


Let’s pull together, stay informed, support one another, and help make a difference. 
 
I will keep you updated as information becomes available. 
 
In the meantime, please email me directly with your questions and concerns at 
cyoneill@me.com. 
 
With gratitude for all you do every day, 
 
Christine 
 


