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Please indicate any objectives cited in the pre-meeting form or annual objectives with this organization  

1. Introduce self and the role of the liaison 

2. Meet with publishing to discuss notifying the liaison about any PA related publications prior to 
dissemination 

3. Meet with membership to discuss liberalizing PA membership by removing the physician requirement 

4. Meet with board members to learn more about organizational structure, make up of committees, and 
policy review and creation 

5. Discuss getting PAs involved in creation of policies related to PAs, as well as getting more PAs 
involved with policies in general 

 
 
Please summarize progress on objectives, highlights or other issues that occurred during this meeting. 

1. I met with Dr. Anne Edwards, Senior Vice President, Primary Care and Subspecialty Pediatrics; 
Sunnah Kim, RN, pediatric practice/practice management topics; Mark Grimes, Vice President of 
Publishing; and Mary Lou White, Chief Product and Services Officer.  

2. Mark Grimes will put me in touch with the person who oversees the actual creation of documents 
that go to publishing. 

3. I discussed with Mary Lou White how the AAP’s requirement that PAs have a physician “sponsor” 
them limits the ability of PAs to join AAP, especially those in academia and sub-specialty 
pediatrics. AAP is missing out on having PAs join, and thus a source of revenue. This is 
something she is going to take back to the membership committee to review. 

4. I had a good discussion with Dr. Edwards and Sunnah Kim. I explained the role of the liaison. 
They apologized that AAP had not reached out to the AAPA more in the past, recognized the 
need, and welcomed the opportunity to get PAs more involved in reviewing policy. I have 
requested an organization structure chart to help me better understand how AAP is organized 
and to learn who the contacts / roles are.  

 
Did the pre-meeting briefing and any support provided assist you in accomplishing your 
objectives?  If yes, please describe how they were helpful. If no, what additional briefing or 
resources would you recommend? 

Yes. I had a discussion with Jenna Dorn about a meeting that she, David Mittman, and Jon Sobel had with 
the Board of AAP prior to my meetings. They had discussed OTP with them extensively. Jenna related that 
the Board was welcoming. She explained that the national AAP would not be openly be against OTP but 
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AAP tends not to get involved in regulatory or practice issues – that is more at the state level. This helped 
focus more on other pediatric PA issues at this meeting. 

Ellen Rathfon was very helpful in providing direction and past issues between AAPA and the AAP. We 
consulted with Erin Hoffman, the previous liaison, and this was very helpful in getting perspective and 
direction. 
 
What future emerging trends, issues or opportunities did you glean from this meeting or do you 
potentially foresee with this physician/specialty organization that could impact PAs or PA 
practice? 

I will need to follow up with my contacts to keep pushing forward with the stated objectives. Hopefully we 
can become more active with policy review and creation, and remove barriers to membership. 
 
What issues or activities would be helpful to coordinate with the related PA specialty 
organization? 

Do you have any specific recommendations for follow-up actions by AAPA staff or leadership?  

At this point, nothing specific as I need to get more follow up on the issues that were discussed in my 
meetings. I will be in contact with Ellen Rathfon as we move forward. 

 


