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Dear Chair Todd and Vice-Chair Takenouchi, 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB1591 HD1, which expands the definitions of preceptor and volunteer based supervised training rotations to improve accessibility for providers to receive income tax credits for acting as preceptors, including removing primary care from the criteria to qualify as a preceptor and adds physician assistants and physician assistant students to the list of preceptors and eligible students. 
My testimony is in STRONG SUPPORT OF HB1591 HD1 because it will include physician assistants (PA) and physician assistant students in the Preceptor Tax Credit (PTC) program. This will create equitable opportunities for clinical education among PAs and advanced practice registered nurse (APRN) students of Hawaiʻi based academic institutions, and equity among PA and APRN preceptors who voluntarily supervise clinical training rotations; whereas currently only physicians and APRNs who precept medical or APRN students are eligible for the PTC. 
Tell your story of being a preceptor…….
It is important to note that the proposed revisions to the PTC will not result in an increase in the Preceptor Tax Credit. The current cap on the tax credit is 1.5 million dollars/tax year. The program as it stands, awarded $676,000 in tax credits in 2024, with a cumulative $2,657,000 tax credits issued to Hawaiʻi's currently eligible preceptors since the program started in 2019. By expanding eligibility to include additional healthcare providers, these excess funds can be allocated more effectively to support a broader range of preceptors and students. Expanding this program ensures that these resources are used to maximize their impact on healthcare education, equality, and access.  
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide supportive testimony on this important issue that ultimately impact the quality of care provided to the communities of Hawaiʻi. 


