
SPAP Member Spotlight 
Daniel Wood MPAS, PA-C 
The SPAP Board of Directors would like to congratulate Daniel on being awarded SPAP’s 2018 
Pediatric PA of the Year.  There were many qualified applicants, however Daniel stood out as an 
exemplary example of what PAs in Pediatrics can do.   He has worked as a PA with a primarily 
pediatric population for over 10 years, has developed multiple community outreach programs, 
annually volunteers at a medical mission trip to Guatemala, precepts PA students, and has held 
several leadership positions including CME chair of AFPPA, President of SPAP, AAPA Leadership 
and Professional Development Council, and has been on the Editorial Board of Physician Assistant 
Prescribing Reference.  Please join us in congratulating Daniel! 

Where do you practice?  I work in two 
different settings.  I work in the PICU at The 
University of Texas Health Science Center at 
San Antonio as the lead PA, and also in a 
general private practice pediatric clinic.        

How long have you worked in your role?  I 
have been working in pediatrics since 
graduating in 2000.  I have been in the PICU for 
almost 10 years and at the general pediatric 
practice for five years.  Prior to working in the 
PICU, I briefly taught in the PA program at UT 
Health San Antonio and worked in underserved 
pediatric clinics.  

How did you first hear about SPAP?  I first 
heard about SPAP from other colleagues in 
academia, Chris Barry and Tami Dolphins.  I 
was part of a small group of active members 
who worked together to put on SPAP’s first 
conference.  I have attended and presented at 
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numerous conferences over the years and served as SPAP President from 2005-2007.   

Why pediatrics?  I actually thought I had no interest in pediatrics upon graduating PA school.  
However, I was assigned to a general pediatric practice at a community health clinic and really 
enjoyed treating children more than adults.  Moreover, I believe my anticipatory guidelines 
carries more weight than it ever would in adult medicine.  I like balance of PICU and general 
pediatrics because I can balance my skill set of listening and detail oriented skill that the practice 
provides. .  

What is your favorite part of being a PA?  I really enjoy medicine.  I enjoy the flexibility and 
autonomy given to PAs.    

Any advice for new PAs or PA students?  This advice has not changed since I taught in the PA 
program at UT Health.  Begin your career in general practice whether it is family practice, 
hospital medicine, emergency department, etc. to obtain a good understanding of medicine and 
then specialize if you want a change.     

Anything else you would like to share?  I want to thank SPAP for presenting me with this 
award. I very much appreciate the recognition! 

A Year in Review 
by Genevieve DelRosario MHS, PA-C  
Genevieve currently serves as the President of SPAP.  She is the 
Director of Clinical Education at the Saint Louis University Physician 
Assistant Program and practice’s in ambulatory pediatrics at Cardinal 
Glennon Children’s Medical Center.  She is the mother of four young 
children..  

Its hard to believe that my year as president of SPAP has come to 
a close.  It was a tremendous honor to serve in this capacity!  
Looking back, the organization has done some wonderful things, 
and I am very proud to have been a part of this!  I would like to 
take a minute to highlight some of the fantastic work our 
members have done.  

First off, thanks in great part to a grant we received from Abbeivie for taking part in their “Cookies 
for a Cause” campaign, we were able to better solidify our financial position.  At the same time, we 
educated our members and colleagues about how to screen for precocious puberty.  The organization 
is now as financially strong as it has been in years, and we will use that money to move forward and 
do things we haven’t been able to do in recent years.   
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We’ve also seen our members take on leadership positions within the wider PA community.  Longtime 
member Lauren Dobbs is now serving on the board of AAPA, and SPAP past president Brian Wingrove 
was chosen as AAPA”s liaison to the American Academy of Pediatrics.  We look forward to supporting 
both of their work to improve the health of children in the United States.   

Speaking of people doing great things, this year Saint Louis University PA student Megan Favia won 
the SPAP scholarship for student of the year, and former SPAP president Daniel Wood is the worthy 
recipient of our first annual pediatric PA of the year award.  

Finally, SPAP was also well represented at AAPA this year, with over 15 pediatric-focused topics on 
the agenda, several of which were offered by SPAP members.  We also introduced a resolution in the 
House of Delegates designed to help curb opiate use in children.  While the resolution was not passed 
this year, it was a step forward in educating PAs about the dangers of opioid use in children, and we 
look forward to revising the resolution and resubmitting it next year.   

Speaking of the AAPA Conference, I wanted to be sure that all of our members know that the 
submission deadline to apply to present a session is July 31st.  I would encourage everyone to 
consider presenting at the AAPA conference.  We have so much expertise within our organization - 
please consider sharing yours with the PA community.   

And if speaking at AAPA isn’t for you, please consider other ways you can get involved.  There are so 
many problems facing our nation’s children; I am sure you see many of them in your practice every 
day.  There are so many ways to help at a local or national level.  Please think about what you can do 
beyond your day to day practice to further our profession and improve the lives of our patients.  The 
first step is often the hardest, but it makes all the difference! 

I know I am leaving the organization in very capable hands as Elizabeth Elliott takes over as 
President.  Her experience, intelligence, organizational skills and passion for children’s health will 
make SPAP stronger.  I am looking forward to supporting her and SPAP for years to come.   

 See you in San Diego!      ~ Genevieve  
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