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AHPAC denounces the decision of the Supreme Court with the understanding that this ruling will 
unjustifiably affect underrepresented patients, those living in rural areas, low-income populations, and 
sexual and gender minorities. Out of 11 developed countries, the United States has the highest maternal 
mortality rate, which disproportionately affects women of color.  

Since 1973 the landmark Roe v Wade decision has been the legal precedent for reproductive health in 
the United States.  The Supreme Court decision on June 24, 2022, removes constitutional protection for 
the right to access comprehensive reproductive health care services, including abortion care nationwide 
across the lifespan.  Trigger laws have now made abortion illegal in several states and provides an 
opportunity for other states to take similar actions.  

With this action access to care is compromised and affects populations within every community in an 
unprecedented manner.  It not only negatively impacts one’s physical health, but patient safety, health 
equity, mental health, and personal autonomy.  Being denied the ability to exercise bodily autonomy 
can result in elevated levels of depression, anxiety, and stress.  The right to choose is a basic human 
right. 

The precedent set by this new ruling is serious and deeply concerning. 

Comprehensive evidence-based reproductive health care should always be between the provider and 
the patient or the patient’s surrogate.  Shared decision making is a cornerstone of optimal healthcare 
practices. Our patients need access to high quality care without financial or legal barriers; moreover, the 
practice of evidence-based medicine should never be criminalized.  

AHPAC will champion the efforts of our constituent organizations, stakeholders, local leaders, as well as 
states that work to enact policies that will support the rights of our patients to have high quality, 
evidence-based reproductive health care services.   

AHPAC commits to uplift endeavors that strive to alleviate the negative impacts and the insurmountable 
obstacles this decision creates for our communities.   

AHPAC will continue to advocate for patients’ healthcare choices determined by the patient and their 
health care team.  

-AHPAC Leadership 

 


