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Louisiana Academy of 

Physician Assistants 
 

Legislative Update 
 

Dear Louisiana PAs,  

This update contains important information on legislation that 

impacts PA practice in Louisiana. Please take a moment to 

familiarize yourself with the bills.  

To assist us in the legislative session, LAPA has hired two 

lobbyists, Duane Cowart and Darrell Hunt. Both Mr. Cowart 

and Mr. Hunt have extensive lobbying experience/success. 

The legislative committee will be working with them extensively 

over the next month on our legislative agenda.  

 

SB 528 

Senator Eric LeFleur is the sponsor of SB 528. This bill addresses two 

ongoing issues impacting PA practice: 

1. Prescriptive authority: The bill clearly defines the 500 clinical 

training hours required for application for prescriptive 

authority to be hours obtained DURING PA education, prior to 

graduation. The bill includes language that prevents the state 

board from developing any further restrictions regarding 

application for prescriptive authority.  

2. Physician/PA ratio: The bill increases the supervisory ratio from 

1:4 to 1:20.  

LAPA is asking PAs to contact members of the Senate Health and 

Welfare Committee, asking for their support of 528. Messages 

should be positive, and focus on improving access to high 

quality care. PAs should avoid any language referencing nurse 

practitioners or workplace/job disparity.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 11 

Senate Health and Welfare 

Committee Meeting 

LAPA will be reaching out to 

PAs/MDs to provide testimony 

PAs can watch the televised 

meeting at: 

http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Ag

enda.aspx?m=18665 

 

Your LAPA Membership 

The LAPA Board is working 

diligently to improve PA practice 

in the state. Doing so requires a 

strong, supportive and financially 

healthy state organization.  

We thank our members for their 

support!   

If you are not a current member, 

we ask that you take a few 

moments to join or renew, so we 

can continue to offer benefits to 

our members 

 

https://lapa.mypanetwork.com/ 

 

 

http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Agenda.aspx?m=18665
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https://lapa.mypanetwork.com/
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Legislative Update Continued… 

SB 475 

Senator Riser is the author of this bill, which would allow combat 

medics to become licensed PAs without attending PA school. 

LAPA organized a swift grass-roots email/call campaign to voice 

our opposition to this bill. IT WORKED! Senator Riser is deferring the 

bill for now.  We understand that he will be working to modify the 

bill to provide some benefit for our veterans to facilitate their entry 

into PA educational programs.  

 

LAPA asks that PAs STOP calling and emailing Senator Riser and 

stay tuned for more information.  

 

HB 158 

Amendment provides indemnification for civil action or criminal 

prosecution for PAs who issue PECs. The bill was passed in the 

House of Representatives and is currently in the Senate, scheduled 

for a second reading.  

 

PAs may wish to email their state senator asking for their support of 

HB 158.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Committee 

Sarah Deyo, Board President 

Mike Hebert, Immediate Past 

President 

Shelly Esnard, 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Emilie Davis, President Elect 

 

Questions/Comments? 

Email: info@ourlapa.org 

 


