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If you’re thinking of buying gold jewelry this Valentine’s Day,
take a moment to think about how that gold was mined. 

Gold mining is one of the most destructive activities in the
world today. The production of one gold ring generates 20
tons of mine waste.

Push for alternatives to “dirty” or irresponsibly produced
gold. Sign our pledge at www.nodirtygold.org and ask
retailers if their gold is mined responsibly. 

SHOW YOUR 
LOVE AND
RESPECT
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With voter turnout the highest in decades, the Presidential election served
as an impetus for civic involvement. We hope Americans will channel that
enthusiasm and passion to help people everywhere enjoy security and the
freedom to shape their own destinies.  
The 2004 election revived the interest of many
in public affairs. It was exciting to see millions
of non-voting Americans come to the polls and
millions more actively participate as volunteers.
And now Oxfam hopes Americans will focus
their energy on an issue important to each and
every person on our planet. 

Oxfam America has joined the ONE campaign
to help build a national movement to fight
extreme poverty. ONE is an alliance of human-
itarian agencies and campaigning groups that
aims to involve broad sectors of society in the
fight against poverty. ONE is connected to similar efforts in the rest of the world,
to ensure that all countries work together to build a better, safer world.

We share the vision of a world where everyone can enjoy security, freedom to
shape their own destinies, the opportunity to earn a decent living, and access 
to clean water, health care, and education. Our experiences tell us that we can
eliminate extreme poverty. And we believe that if we make the world better for
the poorest among us, we make it safer for all of us.

Devoting an additional one percent of the Federal budget to development assistance
would go a long way in meeting the basic needs of the most impoverished. We
urge President Bush and Congress to put the development of the poorest nations
at the center of trade negotiations.

Now is the time for concrete action. Concerned Americans from all walks of life
must continue to speak out—to their neighbors or Congressmen, in their
churches or colleges—to ensure that America uses its strengths to help other 
people help themselves.

Express your commitment to the fight against extreme poverty by signing the ONE
declaration on oxfamamerica.org/onecampaign or by calling 1-800-776-9326.
It is important that we show our public officials that we care and will hold them
accountable for their campaign pledges.

In Pakistan, Bibi Amna sits with
her grandchildren outside their
tent. “Everyone knows, you know
and I know, that no one can 
live in this tent; but I have to
because of poverty.”
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rs I just received my Fall 2004 issue 
of Oxfam Exchange. Its news of inter-
national development issues is unique.
The story on East Asian hydropower
dams contained information I have
not read elsewhere. 

Thanks for continuing this type of
reporting. 

Dr. Louise K. Stein
BROCKPORT, NY 

I was favorably impressed by the fall
issue of Oxfam Exchange. It is so easy 
to feel overwhelmed by the tangled 
challenges the world faces. It is a real
inspiration to see you respond with 
positive, concrete, intelligent action. 

Nancy McIntyre
ALEXANDRIA, VA 

Oxfamamerica.org
What do you think of our newly-
redesigned Website? Go to
www.oxfamamerica.org/survey2004
and fill out our survey. 

The editors of Oxfam Exchange
welcome readers’ comments and
ideas. Please include your name and
address and mail your letters to: 

Editor, Oxfam Exchange
Oxfam America 
26 West Street
Boston, MA 02111-1206

Or send an email to us at
editor@oxfamamerica.org or fax to
617-728-2596. We will print as many
letters as possible, but we reserve the
right to edit for clarity and space.

We Want Your Feedback
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About 49,000 people who fled
their homes are now living in
the Abu Shouk camp. Oxfam is
providing water, latrines, and
bathing facilities for many 
of them.
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Sudan: The Crisis Continues
The numbers keep climbing: 50,000 people dead, about 200,000
refugees camped in neighboring Chad, more than 1 million villagers forced
from their homes, 2 million people in need of food. This is Darfur, the
western region of Sudan, where the violence that erupted in early 2003
continues despite growing international pressure.
For Asha, a 21-year-old woman from a village in West Darfur, the suffering 
continues. Driven from her village after four nighttime attacks, Asha, her elderly
parents, and her three children fled to a refugee camp across the border in Chad.
Her first husband died and her second one is in a hospital in the Sudanese capital
of Khartoum. One brother is dead and another hurt. Asha
is now the head of her household, and the only one strong
enough to work. To help feed her family, she walks for two
hours a day to collect firewood to sell at a market or
exchange for food.

Since September 2003, Oxfam has raised more than $2 
million and has been offering emergency assistance to some
of the displaced people like Asha across Darfur and eastern
Chad. We now have more than 350 local and international
staff members working on the crisis. In a parched land, 
providing an adequate supply of water for people packed
into crowded camps has been one of our top priorities.

We have drilled wells and set up tap stands. We have built water tanks and 
distributed untold numbers of plastic water jugs. Today, our programs are directly
benefiting close to 375,000 people at 18 sites in Chad and Darfur as well as in
more remote areas beyond the camps. We have dug more than 6,000 latrines,
passed out thousands of mosquito nets, and have provided 150,000 animal 
vaccines in an effort to preserve the herds that are so vital to people’s livelihoods
and diets. And always, our work goes hand-in-hand with extensive public-health
education to prevent the spread of disease. 

Yet, it is not enough. While the United Nations has received $402 million in aid,
$536 million was needed to fund humanitarian assistance in 2004 alone. 

The United Nations has predicted that, with the end of the rainy season, 100,000
more refugees could stream into Chad, further stressing that already-fragile 
environment. Tensions are growing between the refugees and their hosts as
resources dwindle.

People would like to go home. When Asha thinks of her village, sadness comes
over her. Violence still ripples through Darfur, and she cannot risk going back—
not yet. But when the time comes, international aid agencies like Oxfam will
need to be there to help people rebuild all that they have lost. 
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Oxfam in the News
ON THE CRISIS IN SUDAN
“The United Nations appeal is only 50 percent funded. We
could be hitting a brick wall in a short while,” Graham
MacKay, humanitarian coordinator for aid agency Oxfam.

— Reuters, September 14, 2004

ON U.S. REJOINING THE INTERNATIONAL COFFEE
ORGANIZATION
“Coffee plays a crucial role in the economic health of com-
munities in poor countries all over the world,” said Seth
Petchers, coffee program coordinator for Oxfam America.
“With the US coming back to the table, the next step is
development of a meaningful and comprehensive strategy
to address the coffee crisis.”

— Associated Press, September 15, 2004 

ON THE SITUATION IN HAITI
“The hygiene situation is appalling. There is no running
water, no latrines. Some people have been drinking dirty
water where dead bodies were floating. It’s appalling,” said
Maita lvarez, an aid worker with Oxfam, which is distributing
clean water.

— New York Times, September 24, 2004
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Bitter Harvest
In an effort to raise awareness of how unfair trade
and agriculture policies hurt family farmers, Oxfam
published a report entitled Finding the Moral Fiber:
Why Reform is Urgently Needed for a Fair Cotton
Trade. To download the 48-page report, go 
to oxfamamerica.org and click on News and
Publications.  

Other recent reports include: 
R Small-Scale Gold Mining in Cambodia

R Weathering the Storm: 
Lessons in Risk Reduction from Cuba 

RAfghanistan Education Report Card
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Communities Defend Rights in Peru
Communities in Cajamarca, Peru welcomed the decision
in November by Minera Yanacocha, operator of the giant
Yanacocha gold mine and affiliate of US-based Newmont
Mining Corporation, to discontinue its exploration on the
mountain Cerro Quilish. Area residents had opposed this
mining expansion out of concern about protecting drinking
water for the city of Cajamarca and irrigation for nearby
farms. In September protestors staged demonstrations in
Cajamarca, and blocked the road to the mine. In a 
statement printed in Peruvian newspapers on November 4,
Minera Yanacocha cited community opposition as the reason
for its decision to stop exploration on Cerro Quilish.
Oxfam America helped local organizations in Cajamarca
train community leaders in environmental monitoring and
advocacy. This case is an important milestone for communities
around the world seeking to ensure mining and oil 
companies respect their concerns and their right to
effectively participate in decision making about proposed
mining and energy projects.

BREAKING NEWS
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Hunger and poverty need more than quick fixes. While people
need food, clothing and shelter to survive, they will never
attain self-sufficiency and prosperity in an unjust society,
no matter how much short-term aid is available.

For that reason Oxfam America’s duty is clear: We and our
project partners must help reform government policies,
laws, and social injustices that deny people the right to live a
decent life. We do this by providing funding, training, and
the moral support people need to make real, substantive
and transformative changes. The courageous and visionary
people who do this work are setting out to build a movement
for social justice—and Oxfam America is one of the few
organizations to which they can turn for the help they need.

IN JUSTICET H E  RO OT S  O F
D I G G I N G  U P  

Reclaiming Their Land, 8
Reclaiming Their Rights

Chorus of Voices 10

Carrying Campaigns 11

Workers Without Rights in America 12

AM
IV

IT
AL

E/
O

X
FA

M



8

O
X

FA
M

EX
C

H
AN

G
E

The storm was just one of the 
challenges Mauricio faced as he spent
several weeks in the jungle gathering
satellite data needed for the meticulous
documentation of the territory claimed
by the indigenous Shuar people, as
part of their effort to gain legal title to
their ancestral lands, and control its
fragile environment. For the Shuar,
their territory is their identity, their
future, and their heritage. To survive as
a people, they must define it, file for
legal recognition of their borders, and
protect their land. So the GPS receiver
represented the link to the future of
the Shuar people, as well as the means
to document their historic place in the
country. “We want to show we can

administer our own territory, and 
sustainably manage all the resources.”
Tucup explained.  

Throughout Central and South
America, indigenous peoples are 
claiming their rights and their lands.
Indigenous people comprise between
35 and 80 percent of the populations
of these countries—and the majority
of the poor. The lack of legal title to
their lands contributes to their poverty.

When the mapping project was com-
plete, the Indigenous Federation of the
Shuar People of Ecuador (FIPSE) filed
its land claim with the government.
Although most of the land laws in 
the country are oriented to individual

ownership, the FIPSE claim is
designed to help the Shuar preserve the
right to communal ownership of their
land and resources, which is a central
aspect of their culture.

Oxfam funded FIPSE’s indigenous 
territory mapping project over five years
with almost $190,000. It is one of
many projects Oxfam America funds
that support the indigenous people of
Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico,
and Peru, and their movement to
achieve respect for their rights. Overall,
Oxfam devotes over $700,000 in grants
in South America to 23 organizations,
including indigenous groups and 
others supporting the movement.
Oxfam America’s Central America 
program devotes over $200,000 to
seven groups working on indigenous
rights. In both areas, Oxfam staff 
spend countless hours advising leaders, 
evaluating projects, and providing
many other forms of assistance to
indigenous organizations.

Latin America’s native peoples are building a movement to fight
poverty and win respect for their rights.

by Chris Hufstader

When a violent storm caused a tree to fall on top of Mauricio Tucup, he
immediately checked his Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver. “I was
most concerned about the GPS machine, and while I was checking it I
could hear the people calling through all the branches ‘Mauricio,
Mauricio, are you OK?’” said the technician with the Indigenous
Federation of the Shuar People of Ecuador.

While indigenous people comprise a
significant proportion of the population
of Latin America, many groups do not
have legal title to their lands.
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RECLAIMING THEIR LAND, 
RECLAIMING THEIR RIGHTS
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Oxfam America’s assistance for indige-
nous groups is in high demand.
Indigenous leaders see clearly that to
lift their people out of poverty and
end the political exclusion they now
endure, they must gain the political
power and respect for their rights that
they deserve. To do this they need to
work for substantive changes in the
economic and political arenas.

With the help of Oxfam America,
regional and national level indigenous
groups are organizing to change laws
on land ownership to recognize
their collective right to control their
territories, and demanding respect for
their right to be consulted on the
exploitation of government-owned
mineral resources under their lands,
such as oil, gas, and gold. 

They are pushing for constitutional
changes that will respect multiple 
cultures and languages, and allow for
bilingual education and the application
of their traditional forms of justice.
They are also seeking solutions to
rural poverty through promotion of
traditional agricultural practices, which
are frequently better suited to their
environment than modern techniques.
These are all ways of helping indige-
nous people organize themselves, 
overcome severe poverty, and take
their legitimate place in society.

Oxfam America is helping build this
movement by assisting indigenous
groups in clarifying their development
agendas, and training their leaders.

Oxfam also funds learning exchanges
to help them share their experiences
directly.  All of this support is designed
to help indigenous people build strong
democratic organizations, represent
their people, and effectively advocate
for substantive changes through
legitimate political means. 

According to Igidio Naveda, the
Senior Program Officer in South
America, himself a native Quechua
speaker from Apurimac, Peru, “There
is a strong justification for working to
improve development for indigenous
people, but we have to work in ways
designed by the indigenous peoples
themselves to achieve the greatest
potential, and try to combine their
own knowledge and solutions with
appropriate outside knowledge and
ideas,” he explained. 

“Oxfam America was one of the pioneer
agencies working with indigenous
organizations. We play a leadership
role and enjoy a high level of trust.”

Latin America’s indigenous movement
is confronting powerful, entrenched
political and economic interests. It’s a
challenge—but the only way to 
effectively address the underlying
causes of poverty in the region. But
indigenous people have been over-
coming challenges for centuries. They
are the best and most legitimate ones
to advocate on their own behalf.

“We filed our claim for indigenous communal territorial rights three years ago, but were
not sufficiently organized to ensure its fulfillment. We were three ethnic groups jointly
filing the claim, and we were divided, each following their own path forward. Oxfam
America helped us organize ourselves into a committee to analyze the situation together,
and to create stronger pressure for change.”

— Jesus Macoño, Central Indigena Paikoneka de San Javier, Bolivia

“We want to show we can administer our own territory,” says Mauricio Tucup, a technician who gathers satellite
data for the Shuar people of Ecuador.
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Coldplay's Chris Martin  
presented 3 million
signatures to the head  
of the WTO in Mexico.

Ten hours of recorded 
voices were compiled  
by 200 students. These
were mixed by a popular 
Senegalese singer,  
resulting in a national hit 
and 350,000 sign ups. 

In Brazil, coffee farmers 
traveled to the World  
Social Forum Meeting  
and collected over  
3,000 signatures in  
2 days.

By linking the campaign 
with the plight of coffee 
farmers, more than 1.3 
million signatures were 
gathered in Ethiopia.

A ten-day road show 
helped mobilize 1.2 million 
people in India.

500 farmers and musicians 
traveled for 2 days in 
Mozambique, resulting in 
50,000 signatures.

Abera Tola, Oxfam America’s Horn of
Africa Regional Manager, speaks quietly,
passionately and with the wisdom of a
man who’s accomplished a great deal. 

Sitting in a Boston office far from
home, Tola described how his tiny
Ethiopian operation gathered 1 million
signatures for The Big Noise, Oxfam’s
global petition to make trade fair.
Through The Big Noise, about 5.5
million have demanded that the
world’s decision makers change the
rules of trade so that poor communities
can compete. To date people from more
than 180 countries have signed on.

Like others had done everywhere from
Bangladesh to Spain and the United
States, Big Noise organizers in Ethiopia
latched onto the momentum of their
existing campaigns, Tola said. 

The image of the family farmer, strug-
gling to feed his or her family amid a

worldwide slump in coffee prices,
emerged as a sort of lightning rod for
Ethiopia’s Big Noise movement.

It attracted the support of the educated
elite and the poor alike. 

“I tried to convince them by linking
The Big Noise to the coffee campaign.
This would provide a voice for 1 million
coffee farmers,” Tola said.

GIVING PEOPLE A SAY
He makes it sound so logical. Tell people
how it affects them and they’ll sign up.
But what about the doubters? What do
campaigners tell them?

K. “Push” Pushpanath, Oxfam Great
Britain’s Make Trade Fair campaign
executive and one of the original Big
Noise campaigners, said: You tell them
the truth.

In 2002, when The Big Noise was not
much more than a small, online petition,

Pushpanath went to India and talked
to women farmers who were watching
a multinational industrial park gobble
up their land. When he asked them 
to sign up to The Big Noise, they
asked, “What’s in it for us?” “I said,
‘Nothing,’ Pushpanath said. ‘But I
promise to tell your story to everyone 
I meet.’”

For many of the world’s poorest people,
who feel forgotten and overwhelmed,
that kind of promise inspires hope,
Tola said. And hope can set off a
landslide of change.

A GROWING MOVEMENT
What started with merely 25,000 Big
Noise signatures online has grown 
into a cultural movement joined by
millions worldwide.

The Big Noise has grown louder
through festivals in Australia, traditional
theatre shows in India, and concerts 

CHORUS OF  VOICES
Oxfam’s petition demands that poor people get a fair shake

by Andrea Perera

The Big Noise petition: 5 million signatures from more than 180 countries
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CARRYING CAMPAIGNS
Students, from U.S. and abroad, support Oxfam’s social justice work

by Andrea Perera

Whether it was civil rights, women’s
rights or trade rights, students have
proven a tireless force in supporting
social movements and change. 

Some young people want to help
people they’ve never met before who
have problems they’ve never experi-
enced. Others, like Moses Nyaribo,
have seen poverty and injustice first-
hand. Nyaribo, 23, a Kenya native
and University of Arizona student,
represents the thousands of students
Oxfam depends on to lead grassroots
campaigns.

Through Oxfam’s CHANGE training
in July 2004, Nyaribo learned about
plummeting coffee prices, hunger
and global trade problems. Since then,
he’s started a Students for Fair Trade
club at the University of Arizona. In

between aerospace engineering classes,
he’s managed to recruit 47 members.
He gets them interested by telling
personal stories from home. 

There was the time Nyaribo protested
corruption at his university in Kenya
and watched as friends were attacked
and expelled. 

There was his friend, O, who came to
class late every morning because he
had to work on his family’s coffee farm. 

There was the time Nyaribo worked
as a security guard at a Kenyan mall
and lost a month’s pay because he
complained about dirty uniforms.

They’re the kinds of experiences
Nyaribo might never have talked
about if his Oxfam friends hadn’t
encouraged him to share. “I don’t

think I’m a person who tells very
many stories about me, but I have
learned to,” Nyaribo said. 

Because of people like Nyaribo, many
Americans now care about people who
used to seem a world away. “It’s for
the poor. It’s for everyone that works
hard and doesn’t get treated well.”

Young people these days.

Moses Nyaribo, with a group of Oxfam CHANGE
leaders at the University of Arizona.
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in Mozambique. The Dalai Lama,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Kofi Annan
and musicians such as the Sakala Brothers
and U2’s Bono have all signed on. 

“The poor have a right to a better life,
and the rich have a moral obligation 
to make this happen,” said Tutu. “We
need your help to make The Big Noise
louder so the world leaders will listen,”
he added.

Even superstar band Coldplay got
involved. Lead singer Chris Martin
presented the head of the World Trade
Organization with three million signa-
tures and a Big Noise compact disc at
the 2003 WTO Ministerial in Mexico.

With the knowledge that millions of
people were on their side, the leadership
of several developing countries rejected

an agreement at the WTO that would
have kept their countrymen and women
trapped in poverty.

That’s how powerful The Big Noise
can be, Tola said. Far more than a 
symbol, the petition can be used 
to pressure political officials and
empower individuals.

GAINING MOMENTUM
It didn’t take long for Ethiopia’s Big
Noise to be heard. Tola began by 
getting coffee farmers heard—at the
highest levels of government.

His efforts included approaching
Ethiopian Prime minister Meles Zenawi
and European Union Trade Commissioner
Pascal Lamy at a meeting in Addis Ababa
in February 2004.

Oxfam’s organizers in Ethiopia made
good use of the surge of media and
popular interest in The Big Noise that
soon followed. They hopped on their
bikes and into their cars, traveling around
the country asking for signatures. 

That’s what makes Oxfam’s campaigns
so successful, Pushpanath said. The
Abera Tolas and others of the world
work with local communities to high-
light the challenges they face so that
they can find solutions. The Big Noise
is just the latest example of their work.

“It has been an empowering experience,”
Pushpanath said.

To add your name to The Big Noise,
go to www.maketradefair.com
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Such rights are unheard of for farm-
workers. This new agreement sets an
important standard for the entire 
agricultural industry. “Everyone else
almost exclusively utilizes undocumented
workers,” said Baldemar Velasquez, the
founder and director of the Farm Labor
Organizing Committee (FLOC). “And
the conditions of those workers are
tragic and shameful.”  

FLOC negotiated the agreement with
the North Carolina Growers Association
and the Mount Olive Pickle Company,
thereby ending a boycott against
Mount Olive.  

Farm laborers are among the most
impoverished people in the United
States. They rarely make more than
$7,500 in a year, and they are exempt
from federal labor laws that mandate
minimum wages, overtime pay, and
the right to organize unions. But there

is also a movement afoot to right these
wrongs, and Oxfam America is helping
it build momentum.

There is a steady flow of willing laborers
coming to the US from countries
where farmers can’t make a living. But
the courageous people who make 
the trip here usually find themselves
working long hours for low pay in
poor conditions. Some are even held
on farms against their will—a form 
of slavery—ostensibly to work off 
the costs of transportation and room 
and board.

To address these problems, some farm-
worker-rights groups are organizing
unions; others are pressuring growers
to pay better wages or advocating for
new labor laws. Oxfam America is
helping these organizations develop a
unified approach to addressing the
problems of farmworkers. 

WORKERS WITHOUT R IGHTS IN  AMERICA
Farmworkers are striving for fair wages and better working conditions in America’s fields

by Chris Hufstader

In addition to funding the FLOC’s
work to negotiate the agreement in
North Carolina, Oxfam America is
also assisting the National Farmworker
Ministry, an organization that helps
farmworker advocacy groups across the
country. In California, the National
Farmworker Ministry is helping the
United Farm Worker organization 
promote better legislation and ensure
enforcement of existing laws protecting
farmworkers. 

Oxfam also published a ground-breaking
report: Like Machines in the Fields:
Workers Without Rights in American
Agriculture and launched a labor rights
campaign as part of the Oxfam
International Make Trade Fair campaign.
This report and campaign are helping
expose the harsh situation facing US
farmworkers; promoting better working
conditions in the US; and proposing
solutions to the rural poverty in Latin
American and Caribbean countries
where many migrant workers originate.

To download the report, go to:
oxfamamerica.org/newsandpublications.

To earn $50 a day, a
tomato farmworker must
pick nearly two tons of
tomatoes.

Last September, the Farm Labor Organizing Committee reached a significant
milestone in the movement to defend the rights of America’s farmworkers.
A new union was formed in North Carolina for 8,000 Mexican guest
workers on 1,000 farms, establishing better wages, innovative worker
complaint and grievance provisions, and the right for workers to know
about pesticide use in the fields.
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Go to oxfamamerica.org/sudan
to read about recent 
Oxfam visits to Darfur and
eastern Chad. 

OXFAM DISPATCHES:  Bringing our field work closer to you

Our first dispatch comes from Nathaniel
Raymond, Oxfam’s Communications
Adviser for Humanitarian Response,
and Kenny Rae, our Program Officer
for Afghanistan, on their trip to
Afghanistan in the days leading up to
the country’s first general election. 

In this travel diary they share their
impressions of what life has been like
for Afghans during the three years
since the fall of the Taliban and they
tell you what some Afghans are saying
about the future. 

Here are some excerpts: 

SEPTEMBER 16
…The Kabul of today is not the Kabul
of three years ago, or even half a year
ago. While you can see plenty of burnt-
out cars and houses reduced to rubble
without looking hard, businesses are
open, houses are being rebuilt, and people
are out on the street en masse. 

Members of ISAF, the security force 
commanded by NATO, whip around
the city on patrol in distinctive armored
Land Cruisers. Chinook helicopters,
Hueys, and Black Hawks dart among
the clouds… But military aircraft are
not the only occupants of the sky; 
something else flies above Kabul as well,
showing that there is still room for 
simple pleasures amidst the heightened
tensions of this uncertain season. 

Throughout the day, flocks of kites wing
their way erratically through the sky like
drunken birds. One of Afghanistan’s
most popular pastimes, kite flying was
banned under the Taliban but has now
come back with a vengeance. …

Over two thirds of Afghanistan’s countryside is littered with
landmines. Oxfam funds partners to educate civilians and
clear the land.

NATHANIEL  RAYMOND

SEPTEMBER 17 
… Many buildings in rural Afghanistan
are marked in English with numbers in
white paint and various acronyms that
are utterly indecipherable to the casual
observer. But the thousands of Afghans
working by the side of the road in the
hot sun with prods, metal detectors, and
uncomfortable and stifling Kevlar suits
and plastic face shields know exactly
what these inscriptions mean: This area
has been cleared of mines. 

The brave and highly skilled Afghan 
de-mining organizations implementing
UN mine-removal programs are engaged
in the difficult and dangerous struggle to
clear the land of explosive remnants of
the past 30 years of shooting, shelling,
booby-trapping, and bombing. …

Go to www.oxfamamerica.org/dispatches to read our newest feature,
called Oxfam Dispatches. This Web blog will allow you to travel along
with Oxfam staff working on humanitarian response and development
projects in some of the poorest countries in the world.
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BUILDING MOVEMENTS,  JOINING FORCES
Similar missions bring National Peace Corps Association and Oxfam America together

by Andrea Perera

With an eye on building membership
and supporting existing missions, the
National Peace Corps Association and
Oxfam America have made an historic
decision to collaborate.

It’s the sort of partnership that will make
it easier for both groups to advocate 
for the well-being of people living
throughout the developing world.

“I can think of no better match of 
missions than the kind of work Oxfam
does to save lives and improve the
quality of life in the severely under-
served communities of the world, and
the deep commitment of our own
Peace Corps community of more than
170,000 Americans who have lived
abroad,” said Kevin Quigley, President
of the National Peace Corps Association. 

Through the National Peace Corps
Association, returned Peace Corps 
volunteers, friends and family provide
a wide array of services, from disaster
relief to sustainable development and
peace-building. The group’s activities
line up well with Oxfam’s goals to find
long-term solutions to poverty, hunger
and social injustice around the world.

The two groups want to get more
Americans involved with their work
including Make Trade Fair’s agriculture
campaign and Oxfam’s Fast for a World
Harvest activities. 

It’s a move that makes practical sense.
Oxfam staff and board members have
served in the Peace Corps in the
past—including Oxfam chair Barbara
Fiorito, who served in the Philippines. 
“The capacity to take a leadership role
at Oxfam America was born in my
Peace Corps experience,” Fiorito said.

John Riggan, a member of the  Oxfam
America Board and National Peace
Corps Advisory Council, served in
Kenya with the Peace Corps.

“There are probably a lot of former
Peace Corps volunteers who are also
Oxfam supporters,” Riggan said. “I am
sure they will be very excited about
this partnership.”

For more information on getting
involved, contact Liz Carty at 
ecarty@oxfamamerica.org. The National
Peace Corps Association can be
reached at rpcv.org.

“I can think of no better
match of missions than the
kind of work Oxfam does …
and the deep commitment
of our own Peace Corps
community of more than
170,000 Americans.” 

—Kevin Quigley, 
President of the 

National Peace Corps Association

National Peace Corps Association President Kevin Quigley (left) and Oxfam chair Barbara
Fiorito (right) believe the alliance will help build membership for both organizations.
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Actor Antonio Banderas has joined REM’s Michael Stipe, U2’s Bono and Minnie
Driver, among others, who are helping publicize awareness of the issues of agricultural
trade subsidies and build support for the Make Trade Fair Campaign. 

If you’d like to see more photographs of some of our most renowned supporters 
in the world of entertainment, or download them as a screensaver, go to 
maketradefair.com. 
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As a man who has traveled around the developing world, Lance
Stokes had seen poverty first hand. But when he was confronted
by the poverty of street children in Ghana, he vowed to do
more. A friend suggested the Oxfam Pledge Partner program as
a way to make a difference. For the past two years Lance and his
wife Sara have been making a monthly credit card payment
which helps to:

R Provide small loans for impoverished women to help
their families become more self-sufficient.

R Grow more food for families in regions of scarce resources
and harsh terrain, where malnutrition is prevalent. 

R Offer safe drinking water in war-torn countries such as
Sudan, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Haiti. 

Please join Lance and thousands of others by becoming 
a Pledge Partner. To enroll, please fill out and mail in the 
form found on the enclosed gift envelope. Email us at
pledge@oxfamamerica.org, or call us at (800) 77-OXFAM.

MAKE THE OXFAM PLEDGE!

“If I can pay $20 a month for
something as trivial as DVDs,
I can support Oxfam’s Pledge
Partner program.”  

— Lance Stokes


