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International record label Putumayo World Music is releasing two CDs

that will help support Oxfam’s work. 

“Mali” features a diverse range of artists from a West

African nation that is regarded by some as an epicenter

of extraordinary music. A portion of the proceeds will

be put toward Oxfam America’s work in Mali. 

Blending modern musical trends and traditional Latin

styles, “Latin Lounge” showcases artists from Brazil,

Argentina, Cuba, and other countries. A portion of

the proceeds will benefit Oxfam America’s work in

South America.

Putumayo World Music introduces people to the music of world cultures.

Look for CDs at Starbucks, Ten Thousand Villages, and most record stores,

or order online at putumayo.com.
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Three Opportunities to End Poverty

A July G8 meeting in Scotland. A September UN summit in New York. A December World Trade
Organization assembly in Hong Kong. In a six-month stretch, world leaders have three chances to
make essential progress toward eliminating extreme poverty.

Surely, the responsibility to end poverty is a shared one. Developing country leaders have a duty to
improve governance, eliminate corruption, and prioritize the needs of their people. And poor people
themselves must summon the drive to find their own solutions to poverty—if given the opportunity.

But creating that opportunity requires leaders of the developed world to take necessary steps. Tens of
millions of people have joined under the banner of “Make Poverty History” to push for progress at
these meetings. Oxfam and others are asking world leaders to:

k Eliminate the crippling debt that burdens poor countries. In many cases, this debt was taken
on under corrupt regimes for poorly conceived projects. Currently, Senegal spends more on debt
repayment than education, Ethiopia more on debt repayment than health care.

k Increase and improve foreign aid. Since 1990, overall foreign assistance has declined by close to
20 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars. Foreign aid has been criticized as wasteful or inefficient.
Some of this criticism is deserved, and improvements should be made. But certainly, humanitarian
response is vital. And recent studies by the Center for Global Development and the International
Monetary Fund have found strong evidence that, despite inefficiencies or even corruption, foreign
aid can promote economic growth and help reduce poverty.

k Make trade fair. While trade is growing rapidly and is helping to drive economic growth in many
developing countries, many of the poorest countries are not benefiting from it. Sub-Saharan Africa’s
share of global exports has declined from 3.1 percent in 1990 to just above 2 percent now. If African
countries could regain that 1 percent, they would generate more than $70 billion in export earnings
annually—more than all foreign aid to Africa combined.

To date, progress toward these goals has been disappointing. When world leaders met in Scotland in
July, they agreed to eliminate only about one-tenth of poor country debt. And while donor countries
promised to double aid to Africa, most of those promises simply re-stated existing commitments.

Two opportunities remain. In just days, the UN Summit will review the Millennium Development
Goals, set in 2000, to cut extreme poverty and hunger in half by 2015. World leaders need to act now
to reach that goal: Today, 852 million people remain chronically hungry.

In December, negotiators will meet to hammer out a new world trade agreement. The negotiations,
launched in 2001, have hardly moved in four years, as developed countries have tried to protect their
markets, while demanding that poor countries open theirs. Oxfam will be pushing to create new
opportunities for developing countries to benefit from trade.

Why the urgency now? Here are clear steps that can be taken and that we know will work. Here are
three chances we have to fulfill our obligation to the more than 2.5 billion people who live on less
than $2 a day—and in a world where first chances, let alone second and third, are hard to come by.
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s Restoring Aceh, Brick by Brick

Oxfam America’s Elizabeth Stevens reflects

on a recent visit to the tsunami-hit region 

of Indonesia.

ALUE DEAH BARO VILLAGE, BANDA
ACEH, INDONESIA—“It looks so much better,”
said the photographer, as our truck crawled along
the rutted road from Banda Aceh to the shore.
Disbelief left me speechless. Stretching off into
the distance in every direction was a rubble-strewn
plain, interrupted here and there by buildings
that looked like they’d been pummeled by a giant
fist. It was a scene from the apocalypse, from
Hiroshima or Dresden, and my mind rebelled at
the thought that it could have been worse.

Jim Holmes, the photographer who accompanied
me to Indonesia in early June, had last visited
Banda Aceh before the bodies and heavy debris
had been cleared away, so his perspective was
well-founded. On our first day together, we traveled
to the village of Alue Deah Baro to view a
community-led Oxfam reconstruction project.

The driver pulled over at a desolate spot, and I
didn’t immediately grasp that we had arrived.
This was no village. There were none of the
children, houses, goats, or shady palm trees that
define an Acehnese town—just rubble and a few
half-constructed buildings.

It was with an effort that Siti, my guide, drew my
attention away from the scenes of wreckage in the
distance to bring the village site into focus. There
was a poultry barn, half-built. A tiny café was
selling food and drinks. The community center
was almost complete. The men standing chest-deep
in the water were gathering fish with new nets.
New boats were on the way, I learned, and over
the next few months, Oxfam and an Indonesian
aid agency will join forces with villagers to
construct 140 houses here. The palm sapling that
flapped at my knee was one of 2,000 planted here
by community members. Fifty thousand freshly
planted mangrove saplings were scattered about
in the tidal muck—a future source of shoreline
protection, edible shellfish, and wildlife habitat.
(Pak Jhon, the village leader, pointed to an added
benefit for tsunami survivors: “The mangroves
will keep the ocean out of sight.”) In one of
the many mind-bending shifts of perception I
experienced that day, I realized that this sad-looking
piece of land was on the verge of becoming a living,
breathing village again, with children, houses,
goats, palm trees, and all.

There are pressing unmet needs in Aceh, many
stemming from the fact that far too many people
are still living in tents and emergency housing,
prevented from moving to permanent sites
by complications around land ownership. The
Indonesian government needs to make resolving
land issues—in close consultation with the affected

Photos, above: Oxfam’s reconstruction programs are guided by the priorities of the communities in which we work. As one Oxfam engineer

puts it, “The community is still the boss at Oxfam.”
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communities—its top reconstruction priority.
But in the two weeks that we traveled from village
to village, our days were filled with visits to
tsunami survivors who, with Oxfam’s help, are
reviving their communities and their incomes.
Tailors are sewing again, fishers are hauling in
catches, bakeries are up and running. Cash-for-
work programs are helping people restore paddy
fields, roads, and bridges.

And with incomes and activity come some benefits
that are hard to measure: At a village gathering, a
woman told me, “Before you helped us get back
to work, we felt like chickens in a cage.” Her
companions nodded agreement. “When we stay
at home with nothing to do, we just think about
the tsunami,” said another.

Jim’s wide-angle lens can capture the sweep of the
destruction, but the recovery is best conveyed in
a thousand close-up shots. This stage of the
reconstruction is a mosaic of small changes, each
appearing insignificant against the backdrop of
the devastation, but all contributing to the quiet
restoration of Aceh.

With nearly 1,000 staff members working in the
field, Oxfam has reached more than 1.6 million
people with aid in the tsunami-affected areas of
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and India.

For the most up-to-date information on Oxfam’s

emergency work, visit oxfamamerica.org.

When Disaster Strikes, 
a Plan for Action Pays Off

A timely warning and an escape plan: Those two simple

pieces of information can save lives when a disaster strikes.

They were missing in many places on December 26 when

the tsunami crashed into coastal communities around the

Indian Ocean.

But in other disaster-prone regions of the world, the

hard-learned lesson is that prevention and preparation

pay off. In May, when Hurricane Adrian hit El Salvador,

more than 150 families in seven low-lying villages around

the Lempa River escaped the coastal flooding without

harm. They had an early-warning system in place and a

plan to get out.

For 10 years, Oxfam has been working with local agencies

in that region to improve disaster communication and

planning. We have also funded basic emergency equipment

such as shovels, pickaxes, flashlights, blankets, and

first-aid kits. 

Adrian was small compared to Hurricane Mitch, which

lashed El Salvador and other countries with winds up to

180 miles per hour and left almost 9,000 people dead in

1998. That storm—and the success some communities

had in organizing quickly to escape danger—prompted

Oxfam to focus more intently on preparing for disasters.

Adrian was an opportunity to test those plans.   

“Hurricane Adrian was a live simulation for our partners and

the communities with whom they work,” said Oscar Andrade,

Oxfam America’s senior program officer for humanitarian

response for Central America. “If we want to save lives, we

need to dedicate effort to prevention, preparedness, and

mitigation strategies prior to any emergency.”

According to the UN, the number of floods and droughts

worldwide has more than doubled in the last nine years.

Developing countries accounted for 97 percent of the

deaths that occurred from natural disasters between

1991 and 2000.
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For some people in the developing world, the chance to overcome poverty

takes the form of pipes and pumps to irrigate fields. For others, it’s the savings

group that allows them to put aside income for bigger goals and to borrow

money when they need it. It’s electricity and a freezer. It’s learning to read and

write. It’s a chance to sell cotton or corn at a profit. 

The stories that follow testify to the fact that aid can be used effectively—

in Africa and beyond. By investing directly in people, by helping them gain

access to education, credit, and natural resources, by challenging the policies

that perpetuate poverty, Oxfam puts the systems in place that can end poverty.

Without this work—and your support—people remain hungry, poor, and lacking

meaningful ways to change their lives.

Together, we have the chance to make that change. Read more to find out how.

T H E  C H A N C E  TO  E N D
P O V E R T Y
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Photo, above: A field of onion plants thrives where dusty soil once lay. Thanks to an Oxfam-funded irrigation project in Ethiopia’s Lake

Ziway region, local farmers can now produce two harvests a year instead of one. See story on pages 8–9.
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IN  MOZAMBIQUE
Electricity and freezer spark a dynamic network of farmers.

By Chris Hufstader

Consider the humble chicken. Strong
in neither flight nor intelligence. And
yet, for 400 farmers in Mozambique’s
Manica province, a powerful solution
to poverty.

What started as a simple project—a
processing facility to help chicken
farmers expand their businesses—is
giving rise to a host of other activities
that are lifting farmers in one of the
poorest countries in the world.

Three years ago, when six local
organizations set out to help farmers
in Manica, they could see that nature
was already providing abundant
resources, including rich soils, ample
rainfall, and bright sunshine. But
farmers were isolated: They could not
transport their crops to buyers and
were ignorant of modern production
techniques and prices. Most were
struggling to grow enough to survive,
let alone earn income.

Working with farmers, the organizations
identified some simple technology—
electricity and a good freezer—that
would help. Over a three-year period,
Oxfam provided $60,000 for a facility
that buys, processes, freezes, and
markets chickens.

The effect has been revolutionary: It is
the difference between selling a few
chickens on the side for a little extra
cash and conducting a viable business
that enables a family to afford food,
shelter, and education.

Just as important as the facility itself is
the network Oxfam and our partners
have built around it. Today, participating
farmers supply corn and soybeans that
are turned into chicken feed. Farmers

can also get day-old chicks, veterinary
services, and other essential inputs. The
network is augmented by training in
literacy, environmental management,
and agricultural skills.

The results? A survey of 100 chicken
farmers shows production increased
by 30 percent, to roughly 180 organic

chickens per year. Families have
doubled their chicken consumption
to 16 times a year. Average yearly
incomes have climbed to $255, slightly
above the national average. About a
quarter of these households are headed
by women.
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Meet Vasco and Beta Ngoman

Vasco Ngoman, his wife Beta, and their six children live on a 16-acre farm

a few miles outside the provincial capital, a short distance that involves a

long, bone-jarring ride on deeply rutted tracks—if you can find a 4x4

truck heading that way.

Vasco and Beta grow corn, rice, and sunflowers, and raise organic chickens.

He started with 10 birds three years ago and now raises 50. His goal is to

expand to 150 chickens. 

The benefits of the initiative are clear on a visit to the Ngoman farm.

Their chickens are plump, the children are healthy and have decent

clothes, and the yard is well swept and features a new brick house with a

metal roof, a real advance in rural Manica.

“Things are really changing here,” explained Vasco. “Before we could not

cover our expenses, but now the income is helping a lot. We’re buying

clothes for our children, and we’re improving our diet. We built our new

house with our profits over the last two years.”



8

O
X

FA
M

 E
X

C
H

A
N

G
E

One field is dusty and lifeless. The
other is a vibrant green, the stalks of its
onion plants pushing through the rich,
dark dirt. An irrigation ditch divides
the two fields, nourishing the latter
with water from nearby Lake Ziway,
and leaving the first in Mother
Nature’s hands. She hasn’t been kind.

Nowhere is the value of water more
clear than in this parched stretch of
Ethiopian farmland 110 miles south
of Addis Ababa where rainfall is scant
and increasingly unreliable. For many
of the region’s 10,000 villagers, easy
access to water means the difference
between poverty and opportunity.

With the help of Oxfam and its partner,
the Selam Environmental Development
Association (SEDA), a series of small-
scale irrigation projects has planted
hope among farmers in eight villages
in the Lake Ziway region, turning
their barren plots into fields of corn,
cabbage, tomatoes, peppers, and onions.
Expectations run high.

“After a few years there are groups who
will emerge to the middle class,” said
Dabie Qonshie, executive director and
co-founder of SEDA. “The types of
crops they are producing are market-
oriented, and their income is being
boosted, and their families are getting
an education.”

PIPES AND PUMPS IMPROVE 

THE FARMERS’ LOT

Recurrent drought, coupled with poor
agricultural practices and a loss of fertile
soil, has meant very low crop production
in the Lake Ziway region.

Without the capital to invest in irrigation
or the know-how to manage it, poor
farmers had no choice but to wait for
the rain. Hunger and a long dependence
on food assistance were often the
only things they reaped from their
bone-dry fields.

In 2000, farmers from the village of
Walinbula asked SEDA to help them
set up an irrigation system on land that
was unproductive. The farmers knew
of the benefits of irrigation from having
worked as laborers on state-owned
farms during the communist military
regime. Oxfam began funding the
projects in 2001.

With simple technology—pipes, pumps,
and diesel engines—farmers were finally
able to pull the precious water from
Lake Ziway. They also received training
in modern cultivation practices, soil
conservation, and marketing techniques.
Add to that fertilizer and high-quality
vegetable seeds, and farmers are not
only growing enough food to feed their
families, but they are selling the extra
produce at market and building up
their assets. Additionally, some farmers
have started to organize into cooperatives
to ensure a fair price for their produce.

IN  ETHIOPIA
With water, farmers grow crops and opportunities.

by Coco McCabe
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With a regular supply of water channeled into irrigation ditches, farmers in Ethiopia’s Lake Ziway region can

now be assured their crops will grow—and their income as well, allowing them to build up their household

assets and to send their children to school.
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“Don’t think this area is green like this
(all the time),” farmer Uke Koitche
told a visitor last summer, as he proudly
surveyed his fields of corn and vegetables
near the lake. “This area is drought-
affected and was not productive. I had
nothing before.”

BEST BENEFIT: KEEPING LAND

As significant as that food production
is, more important is the promise
small-scale irrigation holds for the
farmers’ long-term security. It means
they will be able to keep their land.

Under the Ethiopian constitution,
both the government and the people
own the country’s land. But it’s the
government that issues the long-term
leases to families, allowing them to
farm. Though the same plots get
passed from one generation to the
next, if a family can’t make the land
productive—and therefore produces
no tax revenue—it can lose that land.
The government can take it and turn
it over to investors, who have the cash
to irrigate and make the land fruitful.
Sometimes, farmers rent the land
themselves to investors for a small
fee—often too small to support their
families, forcing them to rely instead
on food aid.

Since Oxfam and SEDA stepped in to
provide irrigation and technical support,
Uke Koitche’s land is producing two
harvests a year. His income is five times
greater than when he rented the land
out, and he has the means both to
patch the leaky roof on his house and
to save some money to send his children
to high school in a large town nearby.

“Our interventions are small, but critical
and strategic in addressing the needs
of poor people,” said Abera Tola,
Oxfam America’s regional director for
the Horn of Africa. “Beneficiaries are
now out of poverty and reassured of

their rights to live on their own
land. And secondly, this project is
now replicated by many donors and
benefiting thousands of poor people.”

IRRIGATION NURTURES BUSINESS

ACUMEN—AND A QUESTION

It’s not just crops that the irrigation is
bringing to life; it is also nourishing the
business acumen of some of the farmers.
Dabie Qonshie said that the projects
have sparked enormous initiative in
up to 40 percent of the farmers.

“(They) are communicating like
businessmen and making linkages
with businessmen,” he said. “They are
working within the markets of Addis
Ababa. They are even starting their
own businesses.”

But with success comes the question
of sustainability. The water levels in
Lake Ziway drop when the rainfall is
poor, and there is already stress on the
resource from large, government-owned
farms. In some cases, small farmers have
had to extend their irrigation channels
more than half a mile to reach the
receding waters.

To address the farmer’s concerns, SEDA
has convened community meetings to
discuss the future of Lake Ziway and
to explore options for its preservation.

This fall, Oxfam will be issuing a Water
Challenge, in which we will ask people
to experience, for a short time, what it’s like
to live with limited clean water. For more
information, visit oxfamwater.org.

Plump cabbages are just one of the vegetables farmers can grow thanks to the small-scale irrigation systems

Oxfam has helped them establish. Once barren fields now produce abundantly.
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“Our interventions are small, but critical and strategic 

in addressing the needs of poor people.”

–Abera Tola, Oxfam America Regional Director for the Horn of Africa



In Pring Village in Cambodia’s Kampong
Speu Province, farmers sit in a circle,
soaking in the shade of a jackfruit tree.
Sprawled out over blue tarps and orange
fertilizer bags, they talk about pooling
their money to form a savings group.

They want to sidestep outside lenders
who charge exorbitant interest rates.

They want to put their savings some-
where safe, instead of hiding it in a
suitcase or cupboard.

And they want to keep their money in
the community so they can make loans
to villagers, and pay for health care,
education, farm tools, or extra help.
For countless poor people around the
world, having a safe place to save and
access to that savings when a need arises
means a way out of poverty.

“I want to use the money to buy a rice
mill,” says Ros Dy, a rice and vegetable
farmer. “A rice mill is very good to keep
in the group.”

, ,

While an estimated 60 million of the
world’s self-employed have access to
small loans from NGOs or private
lenders, at least 200 million more are
too poor or live in areas too remote for
such services.

Oxfam America is working with local
partners in Cambodia, Mali, and
Senegal to develop a community
finance approach that trains poor
people to save what they can and
distribute it within their villages—for
an investment of about $20 per savings
group member.

Oxfam and its partners use this
methodology to combat poverty on
a large scale with low costs, local
control, and an easy-to-replicate format,
said Jeffrey Ashe, the manager of the
Community Finance program.
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IN CAMBODIA, MALI, AND SEN
Savings groups help villagers plan for the future.

by Andrea Perera

“What you want to do is drop that
pebble in the water and see the ripples
spread,” he said.

ADAPTING TO LOCAL 

PREFERENCES

How do you to teach the world’s poorest
people to save when many cannot read
or write? Through active participation,
Ashe said.

When Oxfam staff traveled to Mali
in February to train Senegalese and
Malian partners on how to form savings
groups, they learned that some
Western methods—like drawing on
paper with markers—didn’t really
work too well.

“But if you drew in the dirt, people
understood because they could do it
themselves,” Ashe said.
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Oxfam America’s community finance programs largely target women. It is women who most need a place to

save out of the reach of their husbands and relatives, and it is women who are most likely to use their savings

to send their children to school or to invest in a small business to increase the family’s income.
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In May, that theme carried through to
Cambodia, where Oxfam staff watched
its local partner, the Centre d’Etude et de
Développement Agricole Cambodgien
(CEDAC), trade stories with villagers
as a way to get them talking.

By asking questions and responding
through stories, savings groups could
decide who got a loan and at what
interest rate. And they could establish
rules for when money should be repaid.

“It’s all very discussion-based,” Ashe
said. “You ask, ‘What would you like
to do with your money? Well, how
much would that cost?’”

By June, Oxfam staff and local partners
were watching their simple, accessible
approach take off.

ALREADY, ALMOST 1,000 GROUPS

In West Africa, partners Conseil et
Appui pour l’Education a la Base
(CAEB) and Le Tonus reported forming
more than 200 village savings groups
with an average of 24 members each
in just six weeks. Some planned on
divvying up the cash to individuals at
the end of the saving cycle, while others
focused on using the money to benefit
the whole community—purchasing a
grain mill or cultivating vegetables for
sale at local markets.

In Cambodia, CEDAC reported plans
to retrain its current base of 700
savings groups and add 300 new
groups in just one year of using the
new methodology. Ashe said CEDAC
is in a position to actually accomplish it.

They have plenty of experience
pulling communities together. Many
of their savings groups are actually
farmer associations that focused on
specific high-yield agriculture tech-
niques. Others had formed to work
as self-help groups. Transitioning into
savings represents a natural progression.

But it can work in the other direction,
too. Once a savings group is formed, it
can take on other goals, like agriculture,
health issues, or literacy.

First though, the partners have to
build up trust with villagers, said
Vincent Wierda, the Community
Finance Specialist in Oxfam’s East
Asia office.

“When it comes to saving together,
it’s a test of leadership to manage and
protect the money jointly,” Wierda
said. Partners like “CEDAC allow a

community to get used to the idea
before pooling their money like this.”

This is the first step in a long process
of community finance, Wierda said.
“Within four to six years, most of
these villages should have the resources
to effect change in their communities.”

An “animator” in Mali draws in the dirt to illustrate his point. In this drawing, each circle represents a member

of the savings group and the seeds, their savings. The animator explains that the group made a loan to the

person on the far side of the circle, where there is a small pile of seeds. That person will use her loan to buy

a goat or pursue another small enterprise to generate income and repay the loan with interest. In this way,

the group builds its savings, taking on larger—and often collective—goals. 
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HERE AND ABROAD
The Rural America Preservation Act could help family farmers. 

by Andrea Perera 

each. This could help curb “dumping”
—when countries like the US
fund agriculture subsidies that lead to
overproduction and depressed prices
in places like Mali and Senegal, all but
ensuring that family farmers can no
longer make a living.

French told the gathering at Korth’s
farm that the current subsidy program
pushes American family farmers out of
business. “But what we see in America
is going to be even more dramatic
in Africa and other places,” he said.
“Basically subsidies are putting gasoline
into the engine of overproduction.”

Ten million farmers and farm workers
in Mali and Senegal struggle to make a
profit, Niang piped up, many living
on $1 or less a day. That’s not enough
to buy a cup of coffee in the US. Yet,
with $1, those workers must provide
food, housing, schooling, and health
care for their families.

As part of Oxfam America’s

campaign to help poor farmers, a

Senegalese agriculture expert talks

with American family farmers

about capping subsidies.

ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI—We must
have been a sight to see.

Honky-tonk music blared from the
sound system. Peanut shells lay scattered
on the floor. It was an odd setting
for a city girl from California, a fifth-
generation farmer from Kansas, and
an agriculture expert from Senegal.
But there we were, in a booth at a
Missouri “grill and saloon,” enjoying
barbecue and talking about, of all
things, agriculture subsidies.

I had come from Oxfam America
headquarters in Boston to write about
Jim French, Oxfam’s Kansas field
organizer, and Dr. Thiendou Niang,
director of the Agricultural Policy
Expertise Network in Dakar, Senegal.

In a rented van, French and Niang
were in the middle of a week-long tour
of Kansas and Nebraska. Strangers
until this trip, they came together
to talk to rural Americans about
agriculture subsidies. An obscure topic
for many of us, but consider the way
one farmer describes US subsidies as
they exist now. He says they set up a
war in which the federal government
takes a box of bullets, gives a handful
of them to family farmers and the rest
to huge, industrial farms—and then
tells the two to fight to the death.
Worse yet, this war produces casualties
around the globe.

Finishing our barbecue, we jumped
back into the van and drove north
on Interstate 29, passing tin silos,
windmills, hay bales, cornfields, and
rolling green hills. Near dusk, we pulled
off a dirt road and onto Mike Korth’s
1,250-acre corn, soybean, and alfalfa
farm in Nebraska. There, in Korth’s
machine shed, a dozen farmers listened
as French explained that the poverty in
rural America is spreading overseas.

Already that week, French and Niang
had appeared at several farms, editorial
boards, radio stations, and university
campuses in Kansas. At each stop,
they shared the same message: The
Rural America Preservation Act will
help family farmers here and abroad.
If passed, this recently introduced bill
would lower the current payment caps
from $360,000 to $250,000 and close
loopholes that allow huge industrial
farms to collect as much as $1 million

Dr. Thiendou Niang, an agriculture expert from Senegal, talks with Mike Korth, on his corn, soybean, and

alfalfa farm in Nebraska.
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“A one percent increase in US subsidies
leads to a 3.8 percent drop in the price
on the world market,” Niang said.
“When you translate that into money
in Mali, it makes a big difference—less
money for the government to invest
in education, to invest in churches,
mosques, housing, water, electricity.
It means the dissemination of hunger
and poverty in our countries.”

As the two men spoke, the Nebraska
farmers lowered their heads, listening
and nodding. Others fixed their eyes,
unwavering, on Niang and French.

Korth, who bought his father’s land
and works it with his brother,
had plenty to say. People call him
“Payment Limits Mike” because of his
outspoken support of a subsidies cap.

“What we have now is forcing consoli-
dation,” he said. “The federal
government is picking the winners
and losers.”

The latest US Department of
Agriculture figures show that eight
percent of producers receive 78 percent
of the subsidies. Korth said he watches
American family farmers quit every
year. They either sell or rent out their
farms. Some live within 50 miles of
where they worked the land, but now
they have manufacturing jobs.

“I’ll bring you up here when one of my
neighbors sells out and has an auction.
He’s wearing sunglasses, because he
doesn’t want you to see him crying
when he’s selling the farm,” he said.

We went back and forth, exchanging
stories, talking about political obstacles,
and wondering how we can overcome
the apathy affecting so many who
want to change the system but don’t
know how.

Niang listened. Finally, after a sip
of lemonade, he offered a burst of
inspiration.

“I believe in the power of the people,”
he said. “I used to think, ‘I’m wasting
my time.’ But now I think, ‘If I don’t
act, we will suffer.’”

After the discussion, one man walked
up to me and said he hates taking
subsidies. He wished he weren’t forced
into it, he said, but he can’t compete
without them since everybody else
takes the money. He explained his
love for farming, how there’s nothing
better than “planting a seed and
watching it grow.”

I told him, “Well, that’s what we’re
doing these days, isn’t it? Planting the
seed of a good idea, and watching the
momentum grow?”

He said that sometimes seeds never
really take root.

So I told him what I had learned from
French and Niang:

“Then you keep planting, right?”
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“A one percent increase in US subsidies leads to a 3.8 percent drop in the price on the

world market. When you translate that into money in Mali, it makes a big difference—

less money for the government to invest in education, to invest in churches, mosques,

housing, water, electricity.”

— Dr. Thiendou Niang, Director of the Agricultural Policy Expertise Network in Dakar, Senegal

More than three quarters of the citizens of Mali

depend on cotton for survival. 

To learn more about Oxfam's work on agriculture subsidies, go to

oxfamamerica.org/agriculture. Read reports about the effect of US subsidies on

African farmers and commentary from American farmers who support a subsidy

cap. And send an e-mail to your elected officials asking them to support capping

farm subsidies. 
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es Is it possible to end global poverty? 

Oxfam America’s supporters have some

thoughts on that question. For their more

expansive answers, visit oxfamamerica.org/

exchange_fall05.

“I think it’s possible to end
poverty, but it’s a matter of
political will. The resources
exist. It’s a question of them
being distributed properly,
equally. Maybe we shouldn’t
think about ending poverty
as a global effort, but work

on it happening in a local way, like the irrigation
efforts in Ethiopia where villagers and community
people take control of their lives. If we look at it
that way, it’s inspiring.”

— Steven Friedman, San Rafael, CA

“It isn’t just microcredit
that will solve poverty. It’s
innovative business people
and philanthropists who
are thinking outside their
respective boxes and looking
at the world’s biggest prob-
lems and finding business

models to solve them. Once ending poverty is
profitable, it will end. Now, the real innovation is
to find the models.”

— Barbara Waugh, Palo Alto, CA

“Can we end poverty? Yes.
Poverty is contrary to the
core beliefs of our country.
Sen. Paul Wellstone used to
always say, when one family
is better off, we’re all better
off. Everybody benefits when
people are healthier, when

all people have good nutrition, an opportunity
for a good education, better jobs.”

— Jim Scheibel, St. Paul, MN

“Theoretically, yes, it is
possible to end poverty,
but it would take at least
two things. One is moral
imagination. Americans and
Europeans in some sense
know the incredible depri-
vation of people in the

developing world, but they lack the imagination
to understand in human terms what that means.
The second thing is that to a large extent, people are
poor because of a structure they can’t do anything
about. Oxfam, more than any organization I know
of, is trying to respond to the structures that are
preventing people from moving out of poverty.”

— Bruce Detwiler, New York, NY

“I’m not sure poverty can
ever be eradicated, but that
does not remove our obli-
gation. It is part of the
universal code of human
conduct to be generous to
people who have less. I’m a
Muslim. Charity is one

of the five pillars of Islam. Charity is a great
deal more than writing a check. It’s displaying
openness and brotherhood. It’s about recognizing
and honoring people’s humanity.”

— Thalassa Scholl, Boston, MA

“If all it took were resources, sure we could end
poverty. But unless you can make it everybody’s
goal, I don’t know how we can get there. You can’t
just throw money at the problem. Money has to
have a face. That’s where Oxfam comes in. They
can put the face to it. People have to see the
smile behind it, the heart behind it. The money
becomes more personal.”

— Dianne Antos, Farmington, CT
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Recommended Reading

Dear Oxfam:

I’m a longtime supporter, and I’m very encouraged by
Oxfam’s commitment to not only provide aid in emergency
situations, but also to foster development to end poverty.
To that end, I’d like to point out a new book that your members
would be interested in. It’s called Ending Global Poverty: A
Guide to What Works. Oxfam gets a couple of mentions.

A professor of economics at George Washington University
and Director of the Research Program on Poverty,
Development, and Globalization, Smith asserts that we can
end extreme poverty. He shows 40 short case studies of
programs with proven effectiveness in reducing poverty,
most by local and international NGOs that address the
“keys to capability” that the poor need to escape from
poverty traps. Smith finishes with an assessment of how
to evaluate organizations and programs’ impact, make a
commitment to contribute, and how to contribute wisely.

Renee Jakobs
Reston, VA

Thanks for the recommendation! We second your endorsement.
Smith does an excellent job explaining the “poverty traps” and
the ways they can be overcome. He argues,“Helping people to
help themselves can really work, if the helpers meet the poor
on their own terms and let the poor set the agenda.” This is
a great book for people who want to better understand 
complexities of community development, international aid,
trade policy, and why the government should support the
Millennium Development Goals. 

Progress towards meeting the Millennium Development
Goals to halve extreme poverty by 2015 has fallen far short
of the promises made in 2000. At the current rate, all but
one of the goals will certainly be missed. The cost of failure
will be high: 45 million more children will die between now
and 2015 than would be the case if the world met the goal
to reduce child mortality.

Oxfam International’s new report, Paying the Price, describes
what needs to be done to finance this effort. Offering
numerous examples of development projects that are
improving public health, putting more children in classrooms,
and building infrastructure in the world’s poorest places,
Paying the Price analyzes how we can win the war against
poverty and what governments need to do to lead the way.

Ending Global 

Poverty: A Guide 

to What Works

By Stephen C. Smith
(Palgrave Macmillan,
2005)

Paying the Price: 

Why Rich Countries 

Must Invest Now in 

a War on Poverty

Oxfam International, 2005
(available online at 
oxfamamerica.org/
exchange_fall05)

Write to Us!

The editors of Oxfam Exchange welcome readers’ comments

and ideas. Please include your name and address and mail

your letters to: 

Editor, Oxfam Exchange, Oxfam America, 26 West Street

Boston, MA 02111-1206

Or send an email to us at editor@oxfamamerica.org or fax

to 617-728-2596. We will print as many letters as possible,

but we reserve the right to edit for clarity and space.



November 17: Skip a Meal for Oxfam

For some, it’s as essential to Thanksgiving as family, turkey,

and pumpkin pie. For many, it’s synonymous with Oxfam.

Whether you’re new to the agency or a longtime supporter,

this is the year to participate in a time-honored Oxfam tradition,

the Fast for a World Harvest.

The task is simple. On the Thursday before Thanksgiving,

skip a meal to remember the more than 850 million people

who are hungry, and contribute the money saved to Oxfam.

For more information on the Fast, including the very popular

Oxfam Hunger Banquet, or to join a discussion, visit

oxfamamerica.org/fast.

SKIP A MEAL

26 WEST STREET

BOSTON, MA 02111-1206

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

BOSTON, MA

PERMIT NO. 57267

printed on recycled paper
Oxfam America is a registered trademark of Oxfam America, Inc., and the Oxfam logo is a registered trademark of Stichting Oxfam International.
© Oxfam America 2005 0507013

G
E

T
T

Y
 I

M
A

G
E

S


