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Key trends — reported by participants — included the decreasing Rule of Law (RoL), increasing basic 
costs and increasing population. It was evident from APPPA findings that the cost of basic household 
goods and foodstuffs were increasing — in line with the growth in the national economy — dispropor-
tionately to increases in the financial capital of the “poor”. This would implicate that to date economic 
growth in APPPA field sites has not been “pro-poor”.  
 
“Increasingly every year our basic foodstuffs become more expensive but we make no more 
money.” 
 

- Male participant, Bai Sar Community, Herat City, Herat.  
 
Access to Services for the “Poor” 
 
The states of poverty that participants in APPPA field sites experienced were compounded by Ineffec-
tive Institutions13 to which they had no access, and received little, if any, support from. These weak insti-
tutions and the services they deliver are not “pro-poor” in nature and are failing participants. Particular 
reference was made to the ineffectiveness of Health and Education services, although the complete lack 
of Agricultural and Livestock Support services and the corruption rife and inaccessible nature of Judicial 
“services” were also reported. 
 
“We don’t have a clinic here but if you are lucky enough to be able to drive the 30 kilometres to 
the nearest hospital you find doctors who are not professional, who don’t pay attention to you, 
and who tell you to buy your own medicine.” 
                                             

- Female participant, Papchi Village, Karokh District, Herat. 
 
Both health and education services suffered from inadequate provision, restricted access (physical and 
social) and low quality services. Measures to enable access for the “poor” were highly inadequate result-
ing in the marginalisation of financially “poor” individuals and women and girls from essential services. 
The improvement of health and education facilities was the most important priority for the “poor”.  
 
“The government has to give us teachers – female teachers; we will not allow our girls to be 
taught by men.” 
 

                               - Male participant, Tergaran Village, Tarin Kowt District, Uruzgan. 
 
Drivers, Maintainers and Interrupters of Poverty 
 
Based upon the data collected during the APPPA process, a Drivers, Maintainers and Interrupters of 
Poverty (DMIP) Framework was developed to understand the scope, nature and causes and effects of 
poverty in Afghanistan. Drivers of Poverty (DoP) are the key reasons why a person or household has 
become “poor”, while Maintainers of Poverty (MoP) are the main reasons that a person or household 
remain “poor”. Interrupters of Poverty (IoP), on the other hand, are what enable a person or household 
to escape poverty. Four key intervention points — for poverty reduction initiatives — are identified 
based upon the DMIP Framework. These are: (i) strengthen assets bases of the “poor”; (ii) promote ef-
fective governance systems and improved quality and provision of GoA (and GoA commissioned) pro-
grammes and “services”14; (iii) promote effective social protection programming and regulatory mecha-
nisms; and (iv) diversify livelihoods. See Figure 2. Drivers, Maintainers and Interrupters of Poverty Framework in 
APPPA Field Sites for further details. 
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