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“”
My prayer [for Haitians] ... 
to be more empowered—
to be actors,  
to be active,  
to rebuild our country,  
to rebuild ourselves.
— Yolette Etienne, Oxfam country director, Haiti, Jan. 2010

Soon after 2009 ended, the third deadliest 
earthquake on record in the world struck Haiti. 

The quake showed how poverty places people at  
terrifying and deadly risk. Some 230,000 people  
died and more than a million others were displaced.  
Yet within days, many Haitians were piecing their  
lives back together—selling goods in makeshift  
markets, organizing camps for displaced people,  
and salvaging what they could to rebuild. 

People do not want to wait idly for help; they want  
to be agents of  their own change, creating solutions  
to their own problems. 

Think what’s possible if  Haitians could claim their 
basic human rights: shelter, freedom from fear and 
violence, clean water to drink, a means of  earning 
a living under decent conditions, and a way to hold 
governments and corporations accountable to 
respect these rights.

Pictured: Oxfam’s Yolette Etienne talks with children in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Jan. 22, 2010.



2  Annual Report 2009 | oxfamamerica.org

Dear friends,

A year ago, I asked you to stand with Oxfam America in these difficult economic 

times. You did. And what a difference you’ve made. 

Just as we were closing the books on 2009, a 7.0-magnitude earthquake struck Haiti 

with deadly effect. Oxfam was well situated to mobilize key resources quickly; we 

already had 200 staff members on the ground and were immediately asked to lead 

the initial coordination of all international humanitarian delivery of water and sanitation 

in Haiti. Using Web and mobile technologies to coordinate our efforts, we notified 

our supporters of the situation within 90 minutes of the quake. Oxfam’s first MP3 

podcast—made five hours after the quake and marketed via Twitter and other social 

media—got 9,000 hits in 12 hours. By day 2, Oxfam had become a central figure in a 

rolling global news story about “aid agencies’ use of new media” in the BBC, Reuters, 

and the Wall Street Journal. 

With your support, even in lean times, we could do our job.

There’s no doubt that 2009 was a lean year. Contributions shrank and we made some 

painful strategic adjustments, but we remained firm in our conviction that there was 

a continued commitment in America to support our work. And incredibly—despite 

a prolonged recession and historic unemployment in the US—Americans donated 

more than $709 million to the relief and recovery efforts in Haiti.

This response to Haiti speaks volumes about the desire of the American people to 

engage the world with their values and generosity. It was a wonderful expression of 

what our nation stands for, not simply what we stand against. 

 We have an opportunity now to act on our vision and our values in Haiti. 

Looking forward, I want to imagine a Haiti where—instead of solutions imposed by 

outsiders—development initiatives are driven by the needs of the people.

I want to imagine a Haiti where there is transparent information about aid, facilitating 

greater accountability between the Haitian government and Haitian citizens, and 

between all Haitians and the US government.

I want to imagine a Haiti where external aid works in concert to help Haitians emerge 

not only from the ruins of the earthquake, but also from the unjust systems that have 

trapped them in poverty for decades.

This is what effective aid means to us. I believe in this vision—for Haiti’s future and the 

future of other poor nations—and Oxfam will champion it in Washington and beyond. 

I hope that you will continue to support this vision and that we will continue to give 

you reason to invest in Oxfam. Everything we do is thanks to your trust and support. 

Raymond C. Offenheiser 
President

A letter from the president

With gratitude and regards,
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Dear friends,

In a few months, I will have served five years as chair of Oxfam America, 12 years on 

the board, and 16 years with the finance committee. Over that time, the fundamental 

values of the organization have not changed, but our competence has grown ever 

stronger. The resources to get things done—our people, our systems, our strategic 

partnerships and grant-making—are far greater. And all of this progress has been 

driven by your steadfast support. 

I’m struck by the symmetry of my term as board chair: I began just before the Asian 

tsunami in 2005, and I am wrapping up in the wake of the tragedy in Haiti. Looking 

back, while Oxfam’s response to the tsunami was first-rate, it took everything we 

had. Our systems and staff were strained to the breaking point. Five years later, 

the very hour the earthquake hit Port-au-Prince, Oxfam’s executive leadership was 

off-site at a meeting, but the rest of the staff shifted into high gear immediately. We 

communicated with supporters in the first hours. Everyone knew what to do and did it. 

We logged long hours to be sure, but we were not operating in crisis mode. This may 

sound obvious, but it took thoughtful leadership, targeted investment, and hard work 

to reach this new level.

Our progress extends beyond emergency humanitarian response. In our long-

term development work, the move from a one-off project approach to an integrated 

program approach, backed by increasingly sophisticated impact assessment, 

has enabled us to shift our limited resources to initiatives with the highest potential 

to serve vulnerable communities. Some of the choices we faced in 2009 were 

particularly difficult, but necessary. 

Through all of this, Oxfam’s board has actively and diligently played its part. I could 

not ask for a more dedicated, well-informed, hard-working group of people. They took 

the time to conduct a careful and transparent search for my successor as chair of 

Oxfam America. Their decision to choose Wendy Sherman as our chair-elect well in 

advance of my departure has given the two of us the opportunity to work together in 

my final year, ensuring continuity on all fronts.

I am so proud of what the Oxfam community has accomplished. And so honored and 

grateful to have been part of it. 

Many thanks to you all.

Janet A. McKinley 
Chair, Board of  Directors

A letter from the chair

Sincerely,



4  Annual Report 2009 | oxfamamerica.org



  Annual Report 2009 5

SUDAN: In response to a potentially 
disastrous shortfall of external aid 
to people in Darfur, local groups 
rose to the challenge, providing 
clean water, sanitation, and other 
services to more than 200,000  
displaced people in 2009.

More than 2.7 million people in Sudan 
rely on international aid for survival. 
Increasingly, local organizations working 
in camps and villages in North Darfur 
have—with Oxfam America’s help—
been expanding their skill and capacity 
to claim a rightful role in ensuring their 
region’s well-being.

“All along our strategy has been to  
empower local groups by helping them 
build their strength and effectiveness,” 
says Michael Delaney, Oxfam America’s 
director of humanitarian response.  
“By supporting local agencies, as we  
have throughout this crisis, they are  
now in a better position to tackle the  
ongoing issues of housing, health care, 
and water resources that confront the 
people of Darfur.”

Throughout 2009, we worked with six  
different Sudanese groups that have  
a range of expertise, from peacebuilding 

to skills training to environmental  
protection—all important building blocks 
on the road to community empowerment.

And it was one of those Sudanese  
partners—Sustainable Action Group—
that identified fuel-efficient stoves as a 
partial solution to the danger of assault 
that women and girls face when they 
leave the camps to gather firewood.  
In a three-way partnership between  
Oxfam, the Sustainable Action Group, 
and the US-based Darfur Stoves  
Project, the production of 9,000 stoves  
is now underway—and camp residents 
in need of incomes are building them. 
The goal is not only to keep women safer 
by cutting the amount of time they spend 
searching for wood beyond the safety  
of the camps, but to reduce the demand 
for the resource, which is leading to 
severe deforestation in some areas.

But how the stoves were designed is 
more telling than the design itself. Made 
from sheets of metal, the stoves look 
deceptively simple, but they incorporate 
ideas provided by Sudanese women liv-
ing in the camps. Their features include 
tabs that can hold a plate for baking 
bread and vents designed to limit the 
amount of air rushing in on gusty  
Sudanese days. 

“We know that the best answers to  
problems come from people themselves 
—those who understand the local 
dynamics and have a deep knowledge 
of the region,” says Sara Musa, Oxfam 
America’s regional director in Sudan. 
“That’s why we turn first to local partners 
and community members for solutions.”

So, in 2009, when the towns and camps 
of Kebkabiya and Shangil Tobay lost the 
humanitarian support they needed to 
guarantee a clean supply of water to  
residents, Oxfam worked with two 
partner organizations to take charge of 
the water situation. Within a few short 
months, these groups were able to 
scale up their work, reaching more than 
136,000 people (like these young resi-
dents of Shangil Tobay, pictured at left) 
with clean water, sanitation, and other 
essentials.

2009 investment

Sudan humanitarian crisis: $1.60 million
Development & humanitarian relief

    Watch our Darfur stove video: 
oxfamamerica.org/darfurstoves

“”
to be more empowered
To be empowered means, at the most rudimentary 

level, to live free from fear and violence. In Congo 

and Darfur—as in Haiti—poverty and conflict have 

blocked people from claiming their rights.  

Millions of  the world’s people must depend on aid 

for survival. This is not what they choose. Asked  

to explain the significance of  a successful local  

aid project, an Ethiopian man from Liben answered 

simply, “We can take care of  ourselves now.” 
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO: 
In 2009, violence drove 900,000 
people in the eastern provinces  
from their homes; many community 
members try to fill the needs of 
those displaced. 

“In Congo, anyone can be in need 
of help at any time.” That’s the blunt 
assessment of a 45-year-old woman 
(pictured at left) who opened her home 
to a family of 10 fleeing violence in the 
eastern provinces of Congo. We are  
calling her Annie. We are withholding  
her real name to guard her safety in  
a place where conflict has ravaged  
the region, leaving hunger, sickness,  
and death. From 1998 to 2007, an esti-
mated 5.4 million people lost their lives 
in the fighting in Congo and the hardship 
it spawned.

Annie herself, the mother of four children, 
knows what it’s like to be displaced. 
Others helped her in her time of need, 
and last year, in Sange, she returned 
the favor when the town’s population 
doubled as waves of people streamed 
in, searching for safety. Fighting had 
escalated and villagers were paying the 
heaviest price: in 2009 alone, 900,000 
people in the region fled their homes, 
thousands of women and girls—some as 
young as four—were raped, and at least 
1,400 civilians were killed.

Amid unspeakable violence, there is 
also kindness. The majority of displaced 
people don’t live in makeshift camps; 
instead, they live with families—like 
Annie’s—who welcome them. In 2009, 
photographer Rankin traveled to Congo 
for his second visit. The generosity of 
people there inspired him to ask people 
in Sange to document their lives by  
photographing the people and things 
they loved. (See black-and-white 
images at left.)

As Oxfam affiliates trucked in clean  
water, distributing soap and buckets,  
Oxfam America focused our efforts 
on supporting the Congolese people 
through advocacy. We funded a study 
on rape as a weapon of war, which 
was completed in 2009 by the Harvard 
Humanitarian Initiative. At the Panzi 
Hospital in South Kivu, researchers  
reviewed more than four thousand  
records of sexual violence survivors  
to create a bank of rigorous data that 
Oxfam can use to shape both our  
program and policy objectives. 

In 2009, we pushed for members of  
the US House of Representatives to  
join the bipartisan African Great Lakes 
Caucus, whose mission is to broaden 
understanding of the humanitarian  
challenges in the region and draw  
attention to the critical need civilians 
have for protection. We called on the 
UN Security Council and pressured the 
international community to stop backing 
a military offensive that was intended to 
disarm rebels but was causing profound 
suffering among ordinary Congolese.

2009 investment

Humanitarian policy, advocacy & campaigns: $347,000 
puBliC eDuCation | poliCY & aDvoCaCY

    Watch related video on sexual violence in Congo: 
oxfamamerica.org/drcviolence

Watch our audio slideshow  
“From Congo with Love”: 
oxfamamerica.org/congowithlove
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EL SALVADOR: Deadly rains struck 
the central provinces in late 2009. In 
communities equipped to respond, 
everyone survived.

Fourteen inches of rain fell in just four 
hours, quickly transforming streams into 
turbulent rapids and triggering landslides 
on steep hillsides that sent trees and 
boulders crashing into the villages below.

For many, the results were lethal: nearly 
200 people died. But in the 98 hard-hit 
towns and villages where Oxfam had 
been supporting disaster-preparedness 
programs, there were no fatalities. 

“Community members are always  
the first responders in disasters,”  
says Oxfam disaster specialist Enrique 
Garcia, “so we are making sure those 
who live in the most dangerous places 
are trained and equipped to support  
their communities effectively.”

It was the local residents themselves—
armed with megaphones, two-way  
radios, and first-aid kits—who alerted 
their neighbors, sending them along  
safe evacuation routes to shelters before 
the storm swept away their homes.

Once safe in shelters, those who had 
been uprooted from their homes immedi-
ately needed water and other essentials. 

Here, too, the rapid response reflected 
preparedness: Oxfam had supplied a 
warehouse with emergency equipment 
and helped 21 Salvadoran aid agencies 
become proficient in disaster response.

Our partners have been working with 
communities to reduce risks on other 
levels as well. One had been helping 
residents who live on the edge of a ravine 
advocate for government support to relo-
cate to a safer area. Another had helped 
a community group take a landowner to 
court, forcing him to control the flow of 
debris from his land into the riverbed. 

“When the rains hit in November, the river 
overflowed,” says Mercedes Rivas, a 
member of the community, “but because 
of what we did, the impact was less.”

The relief in the villages is still palpable, 
and so is the pride. On a recent visit, 
children ran along an evacuation route  
in Fenadesal Sur, showing visitors the 
path to safety. (See photo at left.)

“What we want is for our grandchildren  
to have tranquility … not to live the 
anguish we have suffered through the 
years,” says Rivas. For that, she says,  
“It is very important to be prepared 
before, during, and after an emergency. 
That is what we work for.”

Reducing the impact of disasters is  
a priority for Oxfam. Even if we set aside 
the human cost and look just at dollars 
and cents, preventing disasters is a re-
markably sound investment: research has 
shown that each dollar spent on reducing 
a community’s risk averts an average of 
three dollars’ worth of damage.

So, while we continue to respond to 
emergencies like the Haiti earthquake 
—delivering critical supplies to save  
lives and programs to restore incomes 
—we are increasingly focusing attention 
and resources on how to prevent events 
like hurricanes and earthquakes from 
causing devastating losses. 

“Not all of society is prone to disaster,” 
says Luis Romano of the Humboldt  
Center, an Oxfam partner. “Rather,  
it is a certain sector of society: the  
poorest.” Oxfam is helping poor 
communities around the world fight  
for their right to lives that are safe from 
preventable disasters.

2009 investment

Disaster risk reduction in Latin America: $969,000
Development & humanitarian relief

    Watch our video about the poverty-disaster link: 
oxfamamerica.org/poverty-disaster-link

Poverty puts people in harm’s way. In El Salvador, 

those who have few resources cannot afford to  

build homes strong enough to withstand severe 

storms. In Bangladesh, poor people are forced  

to live on low-lying, marginal lands. Yet no matter  

how poor a community is, people can take steps  

to reduce their risk, to act to protect themselves  

and their families. 

“”
to be actors
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BANGLADESH: In early 2009,  
communities finished building  
stronger homes to replace those  
lost to a severe cyclone.

When Cyclone Sidr hit Bangladesh in 
November 2007 and destroyed his home, 
Halim (see background image) received 
metal sheeting, screws, nails, and timber 
from Oxfam to rebuild. Because of  his 
carpentry experience, he also received 
a carpentry toolkit to enable him to earn 
a bit of  money by helping others in his 
community rebuild their homes.

In Padma, a small fishing village of   
about 700 families, Sidr wiped out every 
home. One of  them belonged to the  
family of  a young woman named Sarina. 
It was built on a strip of  no man’s land, 
an exposed edge on the outside of  a dike 
along an estuary where the Baleswar 
River meets the Bay of  Bengal. Precari-
ous in the best of  times, locations like 
these make those who dwell on them in-
creasingly vulnerable as climate change 
triggers stronger, more frequent storms.

Today, Sarina lives in a sturdy new 
home—one of  400 built in the area  
by Oxfam and our local partner, BRAC 
(Bangladesh Rural Advancement  
Committee). In phase one of  the largest 
housing construction initiative we have 
ever undertaken, our goal was to help 
families like Sarina’s secure storm-worthy 
houses in a region where monsoons can 
leave a third of  the country submerged  
in water, turning the dirt foundation of  
many coastal houses to mud. Sarina’s 
new house has not only a brick founda-
tion but concrete corner pillars designed 
to withstand strong winds.

We are now building 280 additional 
homes with brick walls, concrete-
reinforced brick columns, and concrete 
floors. Homeowners say their new homes 
make them feel safer than they have 
felt before. And with reason: After Sidr 
blew through, one Oxfam staff  member 
noticed that the only buildings to survive 
were those made with concrete or brick.

Small but crucial adaptations like these 
are beyond the means of  many in the 
world’s poorest places—places that are 
on the front lines of  climate change.  
And that’s why we’re campaigning hard 
for US legislation and a global treaty that 
would do more than curb the emissions 
that cause global warming. We want to 
see funding set aside to ensure that the 
hardest hit communities can prepare 
for the impact that increasingly erratic 
weather will bring.

2009 investment

Disaster risk reduction in Asia: $292,000 
Development & humanitarian relief

Climate Change campaign: $1.88 million 
puBliC eDuCation | poliCY & aDvoCaCY

    Watch our climate change video: 
oxfamamerica.org/wakeup
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ETHIOPIA: In 2009, farmers joined 
a pilot initiative to safeguard their 
families in case of drought. 

An experiment is unfolding in the  
northern Ethiopia region of  Tigray that 
could help poor farmers across Africa 
find a measure of  security in a way of   
life plagued by uncertainty, which is  
exacerbated by climate change. 

Together with private insurers, Oxfam 
and Ethiopian partners have teamed 
up to offer farmers in Adi Ha weather 
insurance for their teff, a staple grain that 
feeds millions across the country. If  there 
is not enough rain during a critical period 
of  the growing season, farmers who buy 
the insurance will receive a payout cush-
ioning them from the hardship drought 
brings. The genius behind the program 
is that farmers too poor to have cash on 
hand can purchase their insurance with 
labor, defying the old wisdom that they 
are uninsurable.

“It’s not that people don’t want insurance,” 
says Marjorie Victor Brans, a senior 
policy adviser for Oxfam, “just not on  
the terms it’s been offered.”

Reda (pictured at left), a single mother 
who lives with three of  her daughters  
in a small stone house, is one of  those 
who is trading her labor for the insurance. 
She ekes a living from a field of  corn 
just below her home, as well as a field of  
teff  that requires a three-hour round-trip 
hike to reach. Reda is also a participant 
in Ethiopia’s Productive Safety Net 
Program, a federal initiative that provides 
about eight million of  the country’s most 
vulnerable citizens with food or cash 
in exchange for work on community 
projects. Through this new insurance 
program, safety net participants can work 
extra days and pay for their premiums.

“Because of  repeated drought, which 
really affected me, I joined the insurance 
with the understanding it might solve my 
problems,” says Reda, who is working  
24 days to pay for her premium. “It’s 
good for me to have the insurance as 
long as I can work and pay with labor. 
That is the only asset I have.”

This program challenges conventional 
wisdom about farmers burdened with 
poverty and the role that the private 
sector can play in alleviating it. Through 
collaborations like this—undertaken with 

both enthusiasm and healthy skepticism—
Oxfam is tackling poverty by finding ways 
to tap the vast resources and political 
influence of  the private sector.

“Our efforts to reduce poverty are far 
more effective when we engage private 
sector actors alongside governments 
and other stakeholders,” says David 
Satterthwaite, Oxfam America’s global 
microinsurance lead. “Good corporate 
citizens have tremendous potential to 
create more stable and healthy markets 
that ultimately can benefit the bottom  
line and the common good.”

2009 investment

Microinsurance in Ethiopia: $258,000
Development & humanitarian relief

    Watch “A Tiny Seed and a Big Idea”: 
oxfamamerica.org/tinyseedbigidea

“As long as I can work,” Medhin Reda assures  

a visitor, she will be fine. Work is her best asset. 

Seventy-five percent of  the world’s poorest people 

live in rural areas and rely on agriculture to survive. 

To be active does not mean just hard physical work; 

it also means solving problems by improving  

farming techniques, embracing new ideas, and 

adapting to a changing climate. 

“”
to be active
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VIETNAM: In 2009, the willingness  
of many small-scale farmers to  
embrace new growing techniques  
increased the income of these farmers 

by nearly 16 percent on average.

Across Asia the words for “to eat” have  
a literal translation: “to eat rice.” Rice  
is the staple of  every meal, and its 
importance culturally and agriculturally 
cannot be overstated. 

Working with local partner organizations 
in Cambodia, Oxfam reached more 
than 110,000 poor farmers (like Nguyen 
Thi Bay pictured at right) by the end of  
2009 through promotion of  a cultivation 
method that yields more rice using less 
water and fewer seeds.  

With training in this method—which many 
Oxfam supporters will recognize as the 
System of  Rice Intensification, or SRI 
—Cambodian farmers have learned how 
to use less to grow more, in some cases 
doubling their harvests. (See photo at left 
of  a rice plant grown using SRI principles 
and another using conventional ones. 
The plant on the right is SRI rice.)

Based on our experience in Cambodia, 
Oxfam began partnering with organiza-
tions in Vietnam to promote SRI in 2007. 
The real news in 2009 was that SRI 
efforts in Vietnam had already exceeded 
the reach of  SRI in Cambodia.

By midyear, over a quarter million farm-
ers across 21 provinces in Vietnam had 
applied SRI principles to cultivate more 
than 210,000 acres of  rice fields. Why 
such dramatic numbers? Oxfam was 
instrumental in convincing the Vietnam-
ese government to apply its agricultural 
extension resources to promoting SRI. 

Data from participating growers and  
local officials indicate that rice farmers 
in Vietnam are able to earn an additional 
$137 per acre per season by using SRI. 
At a time when small-scale farmers are 
under increasing pressure, SRI provides 
more food and greater financial security.

“SRI is awesome,” says Le Ngoc Thach, 
president of  the Dai Nghia cooperative 
in Vietnam. “It rightly responds to the 
pressures of  high input costs and low 
margins in this tough business where 
many farmers have suffered. 

This money means a lot for us small 
farmers … If  we add that with the money 
from selling chickens or a pig, we can 
strengthen our home, or we simply put 
the money aside to pay for tuition fees, 
books, and clothes for our children.” 

The increased income is particularly 
helpful for women using SRI; some  
76 percent of  the farmers participating  
in Oxfam America’s SRI program  
in Vietnam are women. 

2009 investment

System of rice intensification (globally): $615,000
Development & humanitarian relief
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ZIMBABWE: In 2009—in response 
to a cholera epidemic that sickened 
more than 98,000 people—local 
aid groups repaired boreholes and 
launched public education efforts.

Oxfam’s clean water delivery has long 
been considered the gold standard  
internationally. It’s one of our most  
effective tools to support people fighting 
the spread of waterborne illnesses like 
cholera. An epidemic of the diarrheal  
disease swept through Zimbabwe last 
year, not only sickening more than 
98,000 people, but killing 4,288.  
The disaster struck as the country 
struggled with a host of other problems, 
including food shortages, hyperinflation, 
and the collapse of water and sanitation 
services. Strapped for cash, many rural 
communities did not have the means 
to repair deep, machine-drilled wells, 
known as boreholes, forcing people to 
rely on other sources for their drinking 
water, such as rivers where bacteria  
can easily accumulate.

Oxfam responded swiftly, reaching more 
than two million people with assistance, 

ranging from public health education  
to repairing hundreds of deep wells  
so that communities could have a source 
of clean water to stem the spread of  
the outbreak. 

In Kadoma, located more than 100 miles 
outside the capital, Oxfam worked with 
our partner, Practical Action, to get clean 
water to families. (See map at left of the 
municipality of Kadoma posted in the  
offices of Practical Action.) In Mudzi, 
one particularly hard-hit district in the 
northeast, Oxfam joined forces with 
another partner, the Single Parents 
Widow(er)s Support Network, to tackle 
the problem of broken boreholes. Local 
workers traveled over miles of rough 
roads to remote locations with truck-
loads of new pipes and a public health 
engineer to coordinate the repairs. 

Each borehole fixed meant that several 
hundred people once again had access 
to clean water.

One of these people was Wonderful 
Nyatsuto, who reported that about  
15 people in his community had fallen 
sick with cholera and five had died. 

When workers made the final repairs to 
the borehole near his home, he cupped 
his hands and drank deeply as clean 
water once again rushed from the pump.

Because limited infrastructure puts  
Zimbabweans at risk, Oxfam drew on 
our long experience with water and  
sanitation issues. Using lessons from 
our work in Ethiopia (see next page), 
in 2009 we established a cholera 
early warning system for communities 
in Mudzi. Relying on a network of newly 
formed “village cholera committees” 
tasked with reporting cholera cases  
to the local health center, the program  
is designed to help prevent future  
outbreaks of the disease.

2009 investment

Zimbabwe humanitarian crisis: $1.19 million
Development & humanitarian relief

    Listen to audio blogs recorded in Zimbabwe: 
oxfamamerica.org/cholerasongs

“”
to rebuild our country
In poor countries, in rural communities, or where  

infrastructure has been eroded through neglect, 

among the first things that need to be restored  

are sources of  clean water and decent sanitation  

systems. These seem like simple elements when 

you’re talking about rebuilding a country, but they 

are essential. Access to clean water is a right and 

the foundation of  well-being for all communities. 
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ETHIOPIA: A drought early warning 
system driven by women in rural 
communities attracted the Ethio-
pian government’s interest in 2009.

Under late afternoon clouds, girls fill 
plastic jugs with water from Ketele Pond 
(see background image), then carry the 
40-pound containers home on donkeys 
or their own backs. In recent years, 
including 2009, a shortage of rainfall  
has withered crops, killed livestock,  
and dried up many local water sources. 

“Now, all the other women and I spend 
six hours a day round trip collecting  
water for our households,” says Loko  
Dadacha, a widow and mother of six 
from Gutu Dobi village.  

Women and girls, who traditionally 
gather water and care for children, bear 
a heavy burden when drought strikes 
southern Ethiopia’s rural communities. 
But women also hold the key to identify-
ing and responding to droughts before 
they turn deadly.

Dadacha is one of a growing number of 
participants in an early warning drought 
surveillance system designed by the 
Harvard Humanitarian Initiative and 
implemented by Oxfam America. The 
system depends on women’s intimate 
knowledge of their communities and 
combines it with broader data on dis-
ease, livestock, harvests, and market 
conditions. By staying abreast of what’s 
happening locally—how much milk the 
animals are producing, how many meals 
families are eating a day, whose chil-
dren are sick with diarrhea—Dadacha 
provides a visiting data collector with a 
monthly report.

Those data capture early changes in the 
community’s well-being that can prove 
devastating to families if  left unaddressed. 
And the process gives villagers an  
opportunity to meet regularly with 
government officials and aid groups to 
develop ideas for solving these problems. 
In 2009—during an outbreak of  acute 
diarrhea that coincided with a serious 
shortage of  clean water—villagers from 
Gutu Dobi decided to learn more about 
water and sanitation. More than 90 par-
ticipants learned how to dig pit latrines 
and cap them with cement tops provided 
by a local aid group. Other projects 
include repairing local water sources, like 
Ketele Pond, and providing families with 
goats that can withstand drought. 

In the year ahead, Oxfam will begin 
training local partner organizations to 
take over implementation of the program 
—making it a solution that will last.

Oxfam’s efforts also target the larger  
issues beneath disruptive weather  
patterns. “The climate is changing,  
and with every season, the amount of 
rain is less,” says data collector  
Terefua Bagajo. 

In January 2009, Oxfam organized 
Ethiopia’s first National Climate Change 
Conference, bringing together more 
than 400 leaders from the government, 
NGOs, business, and civil society to ex-
plore sustainable solutions to the crisis.

2009 investment

Ethiopian drought relief: $1.04 million
Development & humanitarian relief

    Watch related video blog: 
oxfamamerica.org/waterwise
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UNITED STATES: In 2009, farmworkers 
renegotiated a historic labor contract.

Food grown cheaply on American soil 
often carries hidden costs. Many US  
field workers (like those pictured at left in 
Dudley, NC) face low wages and hazard-
ous working conditions. 

In March 2009, one of  Oxfam’s partner 
organizations, the Farm Labor Organizing  
Committee (FLOC), helped North 
Carolina farmworkers renegotiate their 
contract—the first in the nation to provide 
a host of  protections for immigrant work-
ers, including better pay and a voice  
in their living and working conditions. 

“Our job is to teach workers to speak 
up … not be silent,” says FLOC founder 
Baldemar Velásquez. 

More than 30 percent of  the US’s  
estimated three million farm laborers 
toil in fields in the Southeast. Oxfam’s 
Decent Work program helps farmworkers 
and meat processors in the region— 
especially people of  color, immigrants, 
and women—to secure their rights to 
collective bargaining, fair compensation, 
safe working conditions, and freedom 
from discrimination. The program also 

brings together employers, labor groups, 
and others to set higher standards for 
corporate social responsibility. 

In September 2009, these efforts yielded 
what US Labor Secretary Hilda L. Solis 
called a “huge victory” for workers. One 
of  the country’s largest food service com-
panies, Compass Group, announced that 
it would buy winter tomatoes only from 
growers that pay a fair wage and offer 
good working conditions. The decision—
made in partnership with the Coalition of  
Immokalee Workers, an Oxfam partner 
—includes a strict code for monitoring 
hours worked and employee safety. 

Oxfam works to influence state and  
national policies that establish and  
protect workers’ fundamental rights.  
Oxfam is also working closely with  
partners on a new national initiative  
to encourage consumers to buy food 
produced under fair working conditions.

2009 investment

US decent work program: $1.40 million
Development & humanitarian relief

“”
to rebuild ourselves
With the simplest things—the opportunity to voice  

an opinion, decent working conditions—people can  

lay claim to the basic rights that belong to us all. 

And with rights come self-reliance, active citizens, 

and effective states. 
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MALI: With more than 10,000 Saving  
for Change groups in Mali, women 
there helped the community-driven 
microfinance program exceed  
320,000 participants on three  
continents in 2009. 

In 2005, Oxfam America launched its 
unique microfinance program: Saving  
for Change. The program was created  
to help people—especially women in 
rural areas—create savings groups. 
Participants deposit savings into their 
group’s fund and can take out small 
loans to cover household needs, deal 
with emergencies, and finance small 
businesses. Group members share  
the profits from their loans to each  
other and work together to address  
community issues like preventing and 
treating malaria or learning improved 
agricultural methods. 

Soumba Doumbia is a Saving for  
Change entrepreneur from Mali. She 
sells vibrantly colored cloth on the  
ground in the shade cast by her front 
porch. She conducts her business in 
a courtyard full of  children, bubbling 
cauldrons of  shea butter, and animals. 
Thanks to a loan from her Saving for 
Change group, she financed her busi-
ness, which allows her to earn more  
than she could gathering and selling  
kola nuts, making shea butter, and  
trading in grains like millet and sorghum. 
She now has enough money to buy food 
during the rainy season when  
most people run short. 

Before her Saving for Change group was 
established, “We had no hope,” Doumbia 
says. “If  we had problems, we would ask 
people for money, but they did not always 
say yes. Now we can find money for our 
problems through the group.”

In June 2009, the program hit a mile-
stone: a quarter million participants, most 
of  them women in Africa (like the Saving 
for Change participants in Zantiebougou-
Fala, Mali, pictured at left).

“It’s been moving to see women use  
this program not only to improve their 
family finances, but also to create  
fundamental changes in power,” says 
John Ambler, Oxfam America’s senior 
vice president for programs. “When I 
spoke with women in Saving for Change 
groups in Mali, they told me how the 
program had helped them gain greater 
respect in their villages.”

By the end of  2009, Saving for Change’s 
global total was over 320,000 group 
members in 6,000 villages in Cambodia, 
Mali, El Salvador, and Senegal. This 
rapid rate of  growth is distinctive.  
“A traditional microcredit institution  
might take eight or 10 years just to  
reach 10,000 borrowers,” says Ambler. 

Participants have saved in excess  
of  $6 million so far. 

2009 investment

Saving for Change (globally): $3.85 million
Development & humanitarian relief
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PERU: In 2009, evidence given 
to the country’s National Human 
Rights Coordinator prompted the 
government—under pressure from 
local communities—to investigate 
violence against mine protestors.

Farmers in northern Peru are con-
cerned that a proposed copper mine 
will pollute the water and affect their 
ability to grow their crops. In 2004, 
Oxfam helped communities near a 
proposed copper mine in the highlands 
of  Piura hold a referendum. Of  the 60 
percent of  voters who participated, the 
overwhelming majority voted against 
mining in their community.

Farmers (like the one pictured selling 
goods in a farmer’s market in Piura) 
voiced two primary concerns. First, 
the Rio Blanco Copper mining com-
pany, eager to explore for minerals on 
community lands, lacked permission 
from locals to do so—a violation of  
Peruvian law. Second, farmers feared 
that a mine could pollute the water that 
thousands rely on to grow their crops 
and to drink. 

“This is … why we don’t want to see 
this mine in our Peru,” says Cleofé 
Neyra, a farmer featured in a film 
about the Rio Blanco case that Oxfam 
produced in 2009. 

Neyra was among those who mobi-
lized for a meeting with government 
and mine officials in 2005. As citizens 
marched toward the exploration site, 
police and mine security attacked the 
unarmed farmers with tear gas, detain-
ing Neyra and 28 others. They were 
beaten and held for three days. One 
farmer died in custody. 

It was not until 2009 that photos of  the 
detained, tortured farmers were leaked 
to Peru’s National Human Rights Co-
ordinator, and the government agreed 
to investigate. Oxfam’s local partner 
organization, known by the Spanish 
acronym FEDEPAZ, is providing legal 
aid to local leaders unjustly charged 
with terrorism. FEDEPAZ and another 
Oxfam partner, CooperAcción, are also 
working with the government to tighten 
regulation of  environmental impact 
studies and to ensure citizen participa-
tion in decisions about mining. Oxfam 
is also funding studies on economic 
alternatives to mining in the region, 
such as organic agriculture.

Working at the international level to 
support the efforts of  communities like 
Neyra’s, Oxfam’s Right to Know, Right 
to Decide campaign is pushing for gov-
ernments and companies to respect 
the right to free, prior, and informed 
consent of  communities affected by 
oil, gas, and mining operations. Half  
the world’s poorest people live in coun-
tries rich in natural resources. Farmers 
and indigenous people have a right 
to be consulted about mines that will 
affect their means of  making a living. 
Oxfam is working to ensure that they 
have a voice in decisions that affect 
their future. 

2009 investment

Oil, gas, and mining in Latin America: $1.07 million
DeveLOPment & HUmAnitARiAn ReLieF |  
PUBLiC eDUCAtiOn | POLiCY & ADvOCACY

    Watch Cleofé Neyra’s story: 
oxfamamerica.org/cleofe  
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Oxfam’s global reach
Around the world, Oxfam America prioritizes building organizations, enabling ideas, and supporting  
initiatives in communities working their own way out of  poverty. We do this through our regional offices on  
five continents, and through Oxfam International: an alliance of  14 Oxfams working in nearly 100 countries 
alongside 3,000 local organizations. In 2008–9, Oxfam International’s total expenditures exceeded $770 million, 
spent on long-term development projects, humanitarian emergencies, and campaigning to urge governments 
to take action on issues like global climate change. Since much of  Oxfam’s work is grounded in communities 
around the world, when disaster strikes, we are well positioned to be first responders: channeling funds, aid 
workers, and supplies to where they are needed in a matter of  hours.

Latin America
Offices: San Salvador, El Salvador | Lima, Peru

Countries where we funded work: 
Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,  

Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru

Total investment in region: $6.5 million

Top three investments (as percentages of total):  
Humanitarian relief  & risk reduction,17.8% 

Oil, gas, and mining, 16.6% 
Indigenous communities, 13.8%

North America
Offices: Boston, MA (headquarters) | 
Washington, DC (policy & advocacy) |  

Biloxi, MS (Gulf  Coast )

Countries where we funded work: US

Total investment in region: $4.4 million

Top three investments (as percentages of total):  
Gulf  Coast reconstruction, 64.8%  

Decent work program, 31.9% 
Other programs, 3.5%

Oxfam America

Oxfam Australia

Oxfam Belgium

Oxfam Canada

Oxfam France

Oxfam Germany

Oxfam Great Britain

Oxfam Hong Kong

Intermón Oxfam (Spain)

Oxfam Ireland

Oxfam Mexico

Oxfam New Zealand

Oxfam Novib  
(the Netherlands)

Oxfam Québec

Where we work

Oxfam America Other Oxfam affiliates  Oxfam America regional office

Oxfam International affiliates
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Asia
Office: Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Countries where we funded work: 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, 
Indonesia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Phillipines,  
Occupied Palestinian Territories, Vietnam

Total investment in region: $4.0 million

Top three investments (as percentages of total):  
Agriculture & livelihoods, 40.1% 
Saving for Change, 16.9% 
Humanitarian relief  & risk reduction 10.9%

Africa
Offices: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia | 
Dakar, Senegal | Pretoria, South Africa

Countries where we funded work: 
Burkina Faso, Democratic Republic of  Congo, Ethiopia, 
the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mozambique, 
Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Zimbabwe

Total investment in region: $15.6 million

Top three investments (as percentages of total):  
Humanitarian relief  & risk reduction, 31.5% 
Agriculture & livelihoods, 26.5% 
Saving for Change, 9.9%
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Measuring impact: 
What, why, how, and—perhaps  
most important—what then?
Oxfam’s mission is to create lasting solutions to poverty, hunger, and social injustice.  

Some say this is impossible to measure. We say such measurement is an obligation.   

WHAT do we mean by impact? 
Many organizations measure “outputs”: how many people  
they’ve fed, how many textbooks they’ve provided. Oxfam seeks  
“impact,” not just outputs. This means we address the root causes 
of  poverty and social injustice, not just symptoms. 

WHY does measuring impact (rather than just outputs) matter? 
There are many NGOs that build irrigation systems for farmers. 
Oxfam does it differently. Beyond the physical system, we focus  
on changing how the local government plans and invests so  
that poor communities get a fair share of  public resources for  
irrigation. We help farmers build skills and diversify harvests.  
We connect marginalized communities to national and inter-
national markets, where they can make a better profit. We also 
work inside villages to ensure that community members— 
men, women, minorities—all have equitable access to farm-
lands improved by irrigation. Lasting change is not just about a 
water pump or a canal; it’s about changes in power relations. 

HOW do we measure impact? 
Such changes take time. That’s why we develop 10–15-year 
program strategies. Each is designed as a learning process in 
which we, our partners, and poor people themselves identify 
successes and shortcomings, and work together to overcome 
them. We set long-term goals, identify measurable indicators, 
do baseline studies, and engage local researchers to provide 
independent evaluations of  progress regularly.

Perhaps most important: WHAT THEN?

We gather and analyze data—along with partners and external 
evaluators—continuously.  So what then? How is the information 
used to course-correct or increase our impact? 
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Individual and collective voice and influence 

•  Number of  formal actions filed by mining-affected  
populations relative to the total number of  violations recorded.

•  Evidence of community influence on mining decision  
makers’ debates and actions 

•  People’s satisfaction with civil society and local elected  
officials working to amplify their voices and influence

•  Percentage of  trained elected local councilors who engage  
with policy makers at the national level and with companies  
on the issue of  gold mining and oil

Social practice

•  Percentage of  official complaints from villages filed with  
the judiciary or mines on which the government or companies  
take action

•  Rating by community members of  the quality of  the  
consultative processes among the government, company,  
and community in key mining or drilling areas. (An important 
part of  that rating will be based on a comparison of  investment 
by mines in social development against the development  
needs as defined by communities.) 

Government and private sector policies 
•  Rating of  the government’s fiscal transparency

•  Quality of  adoption and degree to which national mining  
laws are in line with and support the Economic Community  
of  West African States (ECOWAS) mining code

•  Percentage of  independent environmental and social  
impact assessments on gold-mining and oil proposals made 
fully available to the public

People’s well-being  

•  Rates of  violence and intimidation across the region  
(per population affected) 

•  Rates of  monitored human rights violations  
(per population affected)—especially water quality  
and land compensation violations

What if > Imagine that our data tells us that—over the next 
two years—community satisfaction with civil society efforts  
on mining has increased, but rates of  formal complaints per 
documented violation remain low. 

Then > We might choose to put greater effort in rights 
awareness training in communities and put a new effort  
into connecting communities to legal aid networks.  

What if > Imagine that we see major improvements in 
government transparency about revenues, but also see a de-
crease in community satisfaction regarding mining concessions 
and the investment of revenues in social development projects. 

Then > We might redouble our efforts to strengthen civil society, 
helping organizations and local leaders amplify their voices and 
influence. We would also follow up with locally elected councilors 
to see if  they have any insights into what change might be  
happening at the top but not the grassroots level.

What if > Imagine that in the next five years, there is still 
no reduction in land violations where our partners work, but 
every other indicator shows impressive improvements. 

Then > It’s likely that we would quickly organize some primary 
research to figure this out, because those relationships just do 
not seem to make sense. That combination of  data might tell us 
that there’s something wrong or missing in our program strategy 
and point toward how we can do better.

Our goal is to work with communities, governments, and mining companies  

so that revenues are reinvested wisely by governments, the environment is 

protected, and communities closest to mines have a voice in the process.

In 2008–9, we finalized long-term strategies for  
nine programs around the world. By the end of this 
year, we will have designed impact measurement  
systems for all of those programs, and completed 
impact baselines for all nine. 

Next year we will be able to tell you what has changed 
for the better or not, and what might be trending for 
the worse. And we’ll tell you what we and our partners 
are going to try instead to move things in the right 
direction. Because the world’s most vulnerable people 
deserve no less.

Indicators for impact |  We define impact indicators 
in four key categories. Such systemic change is a  
high bar, but that’s what shifting power demands. 
These are the indicators for our West African  
oil-drilling and gold-mining program:

Possible WHAT THEN scenarios | Our West African 
monitoring systems are just starting, but here are 
some hypothetical scenarios: 

Impact case study | Oxfam’s oil, gas, and mining program in West Africa
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In 2009, Oxfam America addressed the still-uncertain fund-raising environment by 
making tough strategic choices about how to invest our resources. Fortunately, we took 
action early in the fiscal year to reduce expenses and focus our activity. Thus far, we 
have weathered the financial and economic downturn well, and we are able to stand 
behind our partners and meet our commitments to the people Oxfam serves. 

Thanks to the support of our extremely committed donors, unrestricted contributions 
were higher than we had anticipated, producing a net increase in unrestricted assets. 
As we have continued to put to work the monies raised through the Campaign for 
Oxfam America and through other large restricted contributions made before 2009, we 
have seen our temporarily restricted net assets shrink. Fund raising for the campaign 
ended in 2008, although investment of those funds will continue for several years. 
Consequently, we experienced a decline in total net assets of $11.1 million in 2009.

Total contributions decreased 27 percent in 2009. Restricted contributions were down, 
but this was attributable in large part to our successful completion of the campaign in 
2008 and to the happy fact that there were comparatively few humanitarian disasters 
in 2009. Our unrestricted contributions decreased by 8 percent, which was a less 
significant drop than we’d anticipated in light of the depressed economy. Yet despite 
these decreases and continuing volatility of financial markets, our conservative 
investment policies paid off: our investment income was positive for the year. 

In order to conserve our resources and ensure our lasting ability to meet commitments 
to partners, however, we faced some extremely painful choices in 2009. We cut 
operating expenses and planned phaseouts of selected programs that we concluded 
were not aligned as well with our long-term strategy, shifting some of those resources 
elsewhere. We closed our office in Pretoria, reduced our programs in southern Africa, 
and expanded our work in Darfur, for which we received substantial new funding. We 
also continued to invest in core programs promoted through our $63 million Campaign 
for Oxfam America, such as empowering women and families, creating economic 
opportunity, saving lives, and measuring the impact and effectiveness of our programs.

Our efforts to cut costs yielded a decrease of $1.2 million in total expenses from 
2008. We reduced our spending on development and humanitarian relief programs 
by $630,000, mainly by phasing out much of our work in South Africa (work that is 
continuing through partner organizations and other Oxfam affiliates) and wrapping up 
work on our tsunami program. We also achieved a net savings of $271,000 in the public 
education, policy, and advocacy areas. Fund-raising expenses and management and 
general expenses declined by $263,000. 

In all, Oxfam America fared comparatively well during a year of financial turmoil and 
uncertainty. We count ourselves fortunate. We cannot ignore, however, the fact that  
few poor communities around the world gained ground this year. For those trapped  
by poverty and injustice, difficult financial conditions affect them disproportionately.  
We are keenly aware that in these times, our best financial management still leaves  
the needs of too many unmet. We are committed to being the best possible stewards  
of our donors’ funds while remaining focused on our mission.

 
Joe H. Hamilton 
Treasurer & secretary

Financial information
(November 1, 2008, to October 31, 2009) 

oxfam america is rated highly by a number of 
leading independent charity evaluators, including 
the american institute of philanthropy. in 2009, 
oxfam america again received the Better 
Business Bureau’s highest rating for charitable 
organizations by meeting all 20 of its “standards 
for Charity accountability.”

oxfam received its fourth annual four-star rating 
from the nation’s largest charity evaluator: Charity 
navigator. this places oxfam among 7 percent of 
charitable organizations nationally.

“”Oxfam America consistently 
executes its mission in a 
fiscally responsible way, 

and outperforms most other 
charities in America.

This ‘exceptional’ 
designation from Charity 

Navigator differentiates 
Oxfam America from its 

peers and demonstrates  
to the public it is worthy  

of  their trust. 

—Charity Navigator, Oct. 2009
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Statement of  activities
(Oxfam America and Oxfam America Advocacy Fund | Years ending October 31) 

 2009 2008

REVENUE, GAINS, AND OTHER SUPPORT

Contributions  $52,070,000  $71,480,000 
Investment Income  1,115,000  1,350,000 
Other  371,000  307,000  

Total revenue gains and other support  $53,556,000 $73,137,000  

ExPENSES

Program services
Development and humanitarian relief  programs  39,121,000  39,751,000  
Public education   7,086,000  7,970,000  
Policy and advocacy   5,263,000  4,650,000 
Total program services   51,470,000 52,371,000  

Support services
Management and general   4,034,000  4,171,000  
Fund-raising   9,154,000  9,280,000
Total support services   13,188,000 13,451,000 

Total expenses $64,658,000 $65,822,000  

Change in net assets
Change related to unrestricted funds   2,208,000  906,000 
Change related to temporarily restricted funds  (13,310,000)  6,409,000  
Total change in net assets   (11,102,000) 7,315,000 

Net assets at the beginning of the year  89,061,000  81,746,000 

Net assets at the end of the year   $77,959,000 $89,061,000 

Statement of  financial position
(Oxfam America and Oxfam America Advocacy Fund | As of October 31) 

 2009 2008

ASSETS  

Cash  $3,157,000  $2,458,000 
Investments  70,109,000  72,865,000  
Pledges receivable  11,884,000  19,518,000 
Other assets  2,806,000  2,694,000 
Net fixed assets  2,174,000  2,875,000 

Total assets  $90,130,000 $100,410,000 

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  3,353,000  3,573,000  
Grants payable  4,341,000  3,181,000 
Other liabilities  4,477,000  4,595,000  
Total liabilities  12,171,000 11,349,000 

Net assets
Unrestricted  36,235,000  34,027,000 
Temporarily restricted  40,156,000 53,466,000 
Permanently restricted  1,568,000  1,568,000
Total net assets  77,959,000 89,061,000 

Total liabilities and net assets  $90,130,000 $100,410,000

For Oxfam America’s audited financial 
statements and Form 990, please go to  
oxfamamerica.org/annual2009.
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Sources of  funds
 Individuals 69.8%

 Foundations & Oxfams 18.4%

 Corporations 4.3%

 Bequests & legacies 4.0%

 Interest & other 2.5%

 Special events 0.6%

Foreign governments     0.3%

Program services
 Development & humanitarian 
 relief programs 76.0%

 Public education 13.8%

 Policy & advocacy 10.2%

Uses of  funds
 Program services 79.6%

 Fund-raising 14.2%

 Management & general 6.2%

Development & humanitarian  
relief  programs

 Africa 40.3%

 Latin America 17.0%

 Cross-regional programs 13.3%

 North America 12.1%

 Asia 9.9%

 Program management   
 & evaluation 7.4%
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$500,000+

Anonymous (3)

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Grousbeck Family Foundation

The William and  
Flora Hewlett Foundation

Janet A. McKinley and  
George A. Miller

Not On Our Watch, Inc.

Oxfam Great Britain

Oxfam Novib (the Netherlands)

The Rockefeller Foundation

Visa, Inc.

$100,000–$499,999

Anonymous (2)

The Cameron and  
Jane Baird Foundation

Reinier and Nancy Beeuwkes

Mary Catherine Bunting

The Capital Group  
Companies, Inc.

Danish International  
Development Agency

Estate of  Angela DiRubba

David D. Doniger and  
Lisa Jorgenson

eBay, Inc.

Estate of  Mark Eisner Jr.

Energy Foundation

The Grantham Foundation for  
the Protection of  the Environment

Hershey Family Foundation

Estate of  Pauline F. Krull

Stephen B. and Jane Land

Linked Foundation

Shigeki and Kay Makino

Laurie Michaels

Estate of  Irma K. Paule

James and Anne Rothenberg

Estate of  Jenny C. Schneider

Mary Sheridan

Peter A. and Renata Singer

Swiss Reinsurance Company

Ward Family Foundation

Estate of  Ellis L. Webster

Estate of  David H. Winne

$50,000–$99,999

Anonymous (9)

Louis and Anne Abrons Foundation

The Anbinder Family Foundation

Estate of  Robert H. Baker

Estate of  Maureen Bradford

Terry S. Collins

The Charles Engelhard Foundation

CREDO/Working Assets

The FAHU Foundation

The FJC Foundation

Bob and Pat Flynn

Estate of  W. Fogarty

The Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

Chuck Goldman Family  
Supporting Foundation

The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.

John and Kathryn Greenberg

Heather and Paul Haaga

Otto Haas Charitable Trust #2

Harari Family Charitable Fund

Stephen Hays and Valerie Hughes

Intermón Oxfam (Spain)

Kapil and Sunita Jain

JL Foundation

The Kaphan Foundation

The Kopcho Family Foundation

Estate of  Paul Krause

Levi Strauss Foundation

Greg LoPiccolo and Gayle 
Robertson

Jim and Anahita Lovelace

Lisa and Yaron Minsky-Primus

Estate of  Robert L. Morrison

Oxfam New Zealand

Michael and Josie A. Pometta

Richard Pozen, M.D., and  
Ann Silver Pozen

Russell Investment Group

Save Darfur Coalition

The Schaffner Family Foundation

Share Our Strength

David and Nancy Smith

Tides Foundation

Kim Williams and Trevor Miller

Gail C. Bates Yessne and  
Peter Yessne

Gifts received in 2009
Oxfam America is extremely grateful to have the support of  240,000 individuals, foundations, and 
corporations whose gifts make all of  the work highlighted in this report possible. We are particularly 
pleased to have earned the confidence of  37,000 new supporters and welcome them to the family of  
those committed to creating lasting solutions to poverty, hunger, and injustice. 

With this report, we gratefully acknowledge those who gave $5,000 or more. We offer our heartfelt  
thanks to the tens of  thousands of  supporters we don’t have space to list here, including the many 
employers that sponsor workplace campaigns and matching gifts programs.

(Contributions to Oxfam America and the Oxfam America Advocacy Fund received between  
November 1, 2008, and October 31, 2009)
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$25,000–$49,999

Edith Allen

Eugenie Allen and  
Jeremy Feigelson

The Ansara Family Fund  
at the Boston Foundation

Araceli and David Barclay

Matthew H. and  
Natalie Bond Bernstein

Bridgeway Charitable Foundation

Rev. Frederick and  
Judith Buechner

Marjorie T. and William R. Coleman

Deutsche Bank  
Americas Foundation

The Dispatch Foundation

Elizabeth S. and  
Paul Kingston Duffie

Eaglemere Foundation

Renee B. Fisher Foundation

Robert and Betty  
Forchheimer Foundation

Anita and Robert Friedman

Friends of  the Earth

E. Marianne Gabel and  
Donald Lateiner

William C. and Jean M. Graustein

Estate of  Alice L. Heald

Randolph Huebsch

Hunter-White Foundation

International Labor Organization

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

Kathryn and Andrew Kimball

Emily H. Kunreuther

Lawrence Leibowitz and  
Tara Greenway

Estate of  Ruby Q. Lokensgard

Richard J. Meelia

Katharine E. Merck

Estate of  Anne L. Milhaven

Estate of  Harold C. and  
Margaret V. Mitchell

Paul A. Moses and  
Barbara N. Lubash

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

Gloria and John O’Farrell

Perkins Malo Hunter Foundation

Andra Rose and Joshua Goldstein

Bruce Rosenblum and  
Lori Laitman Rosenblum

Estate of  Hilde Rosenthal

The Shifting Foundation

Estate of  Dorothy M. Simpson

Michael E. Soloff  and  
Sue L. Himmelrich

Estate of  Doris Speisman

The Spurlino Foundation

Estate of  Mary Gogan Sullivan

Linnaeus Thomson Fund

Douglas A. Tilden

Toward Sustainability Foundation

Estate of  Helen M. Walsh

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Margaret and Matt Winkler

$10,000–$24,999

Anonymous (42)

Walter and Alice Abrams  
Family Fund

AHS Foundation

Susan W. Almy

Robert Amory

Carol and Howard Anderson  
Family Fund

M. Jean Anderson

Eric and Cindy Arbanovella

Estate of  Irma H. Armiger

Patricia Artigas and  
Lucas Etchegaray

Edith Baldinger Charitable  
Lead Annuity Trust

Steven and Beth Bangert

Bank Information Center

Deborah S. Barber and  
James J. Hopkins

Richard A. Barna and  
Eileen Maisel

Bay Branch Foundation

Richard Beman

Marie Benedix

Mark Berryman

Estate of  Bruce H. Bigham

Mary E. and Michael J. Bills

Binnacle Family Foundation

Richard S. Boas, M.D.

R. Edward Brown

Margaret A. Cargill Foundation

John C. Cawley and  
Christine Marshall

Henry Chu

Virginia F. Coleman and  
Mervin M. Wilf

Communications Dynamics, Inc, 
Liquidating Trust

Ian and Ruth Crowe

Estate of  Doris Davis

James A. Degel and  
Jeanne E. Berwick

The de Toledo Family

George W. Divine

David B. Dubard and  
Deirdre M. Giblin

Anne Marie Duffy and  
John O’Callaghan

Doris Duke Charitable Foundation

Walter and Ursula Eberspacher

Estate of  John Eggleston

Todd Evans

Foundation for the Mid South

Foundation M

Robert Friede

George M. Furniss and  
Sandy Larson

Georgetown International

Guess, Inc.

Scott Hagg and Tessa Gunther

Patricia B. and John C. Hall

Joe and Luisa Hamilton

Nancy and Hendrik Hartog

Harry N. Herbert

Benjamin and Francine Hiller

Dorothy Hines

Michael Hirschorn

Darwin and Betty Hudson

The Roy A. Hunt Foundation

Leif  D. and Carol L. Jacobsen

Jaquith Family Foundation

Peter Jennings Foundation

Michael and Karen Jones

Kaufmann Foundation, Inc.

Avinash Kaza

Estate of  Carl and Marcia Keil

Nannerl O. and Robert O. Keohane

Estate of  Ruth Keraus

Susan Kinzie

Dr. Ray B. Knapp

Ann V. Kramer

Jack and Dorothy Kupferberg 
Family Foundation

Sandra and Joseph Lee

Thomas A. Lehrer

Lew and Laura Leibowitz

Ruth Lepson

Lon D. and Nancy L. Lewis

Liberty Mutual Insurance Company

Mary E. and Charles Liebman

Joseph M. Lobozzo

Lowe-Marshall Trust

Ludwig Family Foundation

L’Uomo Vogue

Jess Lynn and Theresa Rebeck

M9 Charitable Fund

MacDonald Family Charitable Trust

John Madsen

Jonathan Mark and Donna Sakson

Estate of  F. E. McKinnon

Frank and Alan Melville

Jeremy Mindich

Bruce Montella

Alice Claire S. Montgomery Trust

Terri Murray

Robert A. and Mary O. Naftzger

Samuel C. Newbury and  
Janice L. Myers-Newbury

News Corporation Foundation

Martha Nussbaum

John P. O’Donnell

J. David Officer

John Ohly

Eric Oldfield

Mark F. and Robin Opel

Oxfam Belgium

Oxfam Quebec

Wayne Paglieri and  
Elizabeth Clarke

Peter and Alison Palmer

The Sunil Paul and  
Michelle Odom Foundation

Pezeshki-Bryer Fund

Allen Pierce

James Raby

Joan and George Rebeck

Eric Reeves/Sudan Aid Fund

Reidler Foundation
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Steven A. Reiss and  
Mary Mattingly

Margaret Renzi and John Sayles

Estate of  Wilga Marie Rivers

William B. and Sandra B. Rogers

Hugh R. and Katherine D. Roome

Corey M. Rosen

Max Rosenfeld Foundation

Estate of  Vila Rosenfeld

Rolf  W. and Elizabeth Rosenthal

Nathan Salwen and  
Susan V. Morrello

Benjamin and Sophie Scher 
Charitable Foundation

Cynthia Lovelace Sears and  
Frank Buxton

Elizabeth Seelig

Margaret Seely

Wendy R. Sherman and  
Bruce Stokes

Louise M. Shimkin

Carolyn S. Shine

Jerry Silbert

Patricia J. S. Simpson

Trond Skramstad and Pia Gedeon

Skyemar Foundation

Estate of  Estelle Smucker

Lucian Snow and Elizabeth Wilcox

Estate of  Robert C. Solomon

Martin J. Spalding

Richard K. and Harriet M. Squire

Eugene and Marilyn Stein

Isadore Stern Foundation

Antonia Stolper and Robert Fertik

Amy Sullivan

P. R. Sundaresan

Carol R. Sundberg

Matthew and Camella R. Sutter

Richard F. Syron

Taber-Beckstead Family Fund

Vickie and Alex Taylor

Alex C. Templeton

Ernest Ten Eyck and  
Dorothy E. Walker

Bernd Thalmann

Caroline Blanton Thayer  
Charitable Trust

Estate of  Beatrice E. Thompson

Michael E. Tubbs

Gene R. Ulrich

Elsie P. van Buren

Paul and Heather Van Munching

Philippe and Katherine Villers

Volunteers of  America Greater  
Los Angeles

Paul E. and Betsy A. Von Kuster

Stanley D. Vyner

Christine and Charles Warden

Lynn Warshow

Peter and Linda Werner

Roger and Judith Widmann

Edward J. and Barbara A. Wilson

Julia Wise and Jeff  Kaufman

Justin Wolfers and Betsey 
Stevenson

Yahoo! Inc.

Edwin Young

Karl and Dian Zeile

$5,000–$9,999

Anonymous (33)

Philip J. and Rachel E. 
Abercrombie

Patricia Adams

Dr. S. James and Mary T. Adelstein

Dr. Ann Alpern and John E. Laird

John M. Ankele

Jeff  Antebi

Janet Arnold

Peter M. Ascoli

AVINA Foundation

James and Laurie Axelrod

Estate of  Frank Babbott

Edgar Bacares

Estate of  Esther Baginsky

Gustavo Bamberger and  
Martha Van Haitsma

Jane L. Barney

Dr. David Bassein

Michael J. Baum and  
Catherine E. Snow

Gary Belsky

Dr. Robert A. and  
Kathryn W. Berenson

Laurence Berk

Big Cat Foundation

Brizio Biondi-Morra

Mark and Deborah Blackman

John and Betsy Bloch

Alex Bomstein

Alan Bond

Boston University 

Charles and Kharlene  
Boxenbaum Fund

Howard Branz and Carol Navsky

Saba Brelvi and John O’Brien

Brighton NC Machine Corporation

John Buck and Deborah Butterfield

Samuel H. Burr and Eugenie Doyle

Marjorie S. Buyers

The California  
Wellness Foundation

Kenneth M. Cameron

Eleanor S. Campbell

Peter C. Canellos

Jesse Carmichael

Ogden B. Carter Jr. and  
Elise T. Carter

Timothy Carvell

Paulla and Richard Catmur

Antonio Cediel

Diane Lewis Chaney

Jonathan L. Cohen Foundation

Richard B. Cohen

Steven D. Cohen and Elsie Stern

Steven F. Cohn

Brian Cooper and  
Margueritte Murphy

Charles M. and Monica M. Cooper

Eleanor B. Crook

Davee Foundation

Roslyn Dayan

Delaplaine Foundation, Inc.

Jeffrey Dennis

Dickler Family Foundation

Donald P. and Maureen Dillon

Gregory S. and Karen Dimit

Marilyn N. Doerr

D. Kevin Dolan

Marcia and J. P. Dowd

Irene Dowdy

Jim and Donna Down

Martin J. Dreyfuss

Phil Duke

Maurice and Florence Dultz

Nikola Duravcevic and  
Dana Ben-Ari

Marie Edwards

Robert Else

Epic Systems Corporation

Howard M. Erichson

Nir Eyal, D.Phil.

Jason and Elizabeth Factor

Randall Farmer

Simon J. P. Fennell

Elizabeth D. Fergus

Elizabeth J. Finch

Linda Finkelstein and  
Jeffrey Bergelson

Barbara Fiorito and  
Michael Shimkin

Viola Fisher

Gordon Fitzgerald

Simon Flint

Eric W. Fonkalsrud, M.D.

Ford Foundation

David Fraser and Jo Ann Alber

Thomas Fuller

Earl and Mary Kay Gardner

GBL Charitable Foundation

GGC, LLC, Liquidating Trust

Mary L. Gillis

Spencer Glendon and Lisa Tung

Lois A. and Greg P. Gloor

Michael Goitein, Ph.D.

Jackson & Irene Golden 1989 
Charitable Trust

Laurel S. and John Gord

Stephen Gordon

Patrick Gough

Goulston & Storrs

Francis Graham

Martin Granger

Nick and Marjorie Greville

Dana Grubb

Genevieve Guenther and  
Neal Cardwell

Philip and Joan Haan

Jennifer M. and Michael  
Haddox-Schatz

Mark L. and Shelley R. Hall

Michael Handelman

Collier Hands

Estate of  Jack and Kay Hansma

Mary Ann Harman

Don W. and Christine R. Harrell

Thomas C. Hayes and Debra Mills

Ann Eve Hazen

Jeffrey Heil

Estate of  Elana Helguera

Edward S. and Mary W. Herman

John R. and Shirley H. Hero
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Jeff  F. Herring

Willis and Cindy Hesselroth

Minna W. Hewes

Mark D. Hickey

Joe Higdon and Ellen Sudow Fund 
of  the Community Foundation for 
the National Capital Region

George R. Hill

Robert S. and Cynthia Honn Hillas

Jennifer L. Hinman and  
Michael J. Moody

Jannie Ho

Nancy Hoagland

Larry Holmgren

John Horan, M.D., and Diane 
Singer

Edward W. Hoyt

Michael R. and Jean V. Hoyt

James Hubbell

Jack and Connie Hume

Sara and David Hunt

Joseph V. Huntington

William and Amy Jahn

Tatiana and Todd James

Erica S. Kane

The J. M. Kaplan Fund, Inc.

In memory of  Joanna Karl

Michael Kass and Kate Hartley

Peter J. and Mary F. Katzenstein

Margaret H. and  
James E. Kelley Foundation

Karl E. Kelly

Michael A. and Dona Kemp

Carol H. and Robert D. Krinsky

Charles and Elka Kuhlman

Brenda Kurlansik and  
Edward Walker

William Lankford

Anne T. Larin

Judith A. Larson

John Laslett

Louis Lau

Steve and Chani Laufer

Michael and Judith Lavinsky

James D. Leblanc

Christopher Lee

Lily Lee

Philip Lee

LeFort-Martin Fund

Katherine Lehman

Kenneth and Jeanne Levy-Church

George Lichter Family Foundation

John Little

David Lochtie

Estate of  Robert P. Loranger

Helen Lowenstein

Steven H. Lucke

Nancy and Thomas Lurie

Francis Lux

Stephen J. Lynton

Wallace MacCaffrey

Jean Manas

John and Mary Manley

Dorothy Marks

Jonathan Marshall

Kevin McAnaney and  
Catherine McCabe

Virginia S. McCallum

Elizabeth McCarter

Eleanor McCleary-Sellstrom and  
A. D. Sellstrom

David and Marcia McCracken

Satyen Mehta

Mark Merritt and Lorena Barrientos

Dave Messenger

Middlecott Foundation

Marianne Mitosinka and  
George Wick

The Leo Model Foundation, Inc.

Jo Ellen Moore

Terry E. Moore

Derry Ann Moritz and  
Charles R. S. Shephard

William F. and Mary Sue Morrill

Beth Morris

Andrea P. and Gregory V. Moser

Renae and Prashant Murti

Thomas Nagel

Kathleen M. and Peter E.  
Naktenis Family Foundation

Mark Nelkin

Robbie Nevil

New Prospect Foundation

Nomadic Traders, Inc.

Nomura America Foundation

Dr. Gilbert M. Nyamuswa

Estate of  Margaret E. Oakley

Oak Lodge Foundation

Oak Tree Philanthropic Foundation

Eugene M. Ohr and Catherine Kim

Ellen Okun and Don Zack

Vivian and Paul Olum Foundation

Open Society Institute

Diane E. Parish

Robert Pasnau and  
Kimberly M. Hult

Erin S. Pastuszenski

Stephen R. Patton

Alice N. Pell and Peter Schofield

Allen E. Perrel

Catherine Peshkin

Elizabeth I. Peters

John G. Pitcairn Fund

Peggy Goldberg Pitt and  
Michael Pitt

Mark S. Podrez

Welling T. Pope

James R. and Margaret G. Power

Vera C. Pratt

Marie and Tim Prentice

John Purdon

John Queralt

Sally Quinn

Chris Rauschenberg

The Renaissance Foundation

Drucilla J. Roberts, M.D.

Kenneth L. and Jean R. Robinson

Rock Darfur Concert,  
New Jersey

William and Sandra L. Rosenfeld

Stephen and Kathleen Rosson

Emma Rothschild

Julia K. Rowse

Anthony P. Sager

S. K. Saks

John and Virginia B. Sall

John A. Santos

Nathan and Shelly Sarkisian

Kitt and Heather Sawitsky

John M. Sawyer Memorial Trust

Estate of  Allan and  
Edith Schechter

Edward Schmidt

Jennifer Schneck

Estate of  Joann Schwartz

Judith E. Schwartz

James P. Scott

Searle Family Trust

Philip Sears

Seven Oaks Fund

Shoebuy.com, Inc.

Winthrop A. Short

David E. Simon and Lynn Gordon

Thomas D. Sisk

Sisters of  St. Dominic 

Murali and Gouri Sivarajan

Kristin Sivesind and  
Paul A. Niedermeyer

Ellin Smalley

David Sobeck

Linda and Steve Sogge

Carolyn and Andrew Spangler

William C. Spears and  
Robin MacIlroy

Tom and Elizabeth M. Sperr

Mary Stenger

Max and Diane Stites

James Strait and Janina Levy

John H. Sutter

Gillian Teichert

Tori Thomas

Tompkins Charitable Gift Fund

Yonina Tova

Terry Turner

Unitarian Universalist Society

Estate of  E. C. Uphoff

Steven R. Vanbever

Pieter Joost van Wattum, M.D.

Anne and Mark Veldman

Roger P. and Lusandra Vincent

Athanassio and Sylvia W. Voreas

Stephen R. Warren

Nancy W. Warwick

John Weatherley

Alisa and Bruce Weber

Dorothy and Adam Weissman

Fred and Emily Weitz

Our vision: 
A just world 
without poverty

Our mission: 
To create lasting 
solutions to 
poverty, hunger, 
and social 
injustice
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David Wendler

Estate of  Elizabeth M. Wenger

David Wengert

Kim S. and Kathleen W. 
Wennesland

Herbert West and  
Reverend Jan West

Western Union Foundation

Malcolm H. Wiener Foundation

Christopher Wilkins

L. Bosworth and Kathrin Williams

Denise Willner

Bruce R. Wittrig and  
Mary Alice Rich-Wittrig

Judith Wofsy, M.D.

Women’s Foundation of  Colorado

Michael Wormke

Youths’ Friends Association, Inc.

A. H. Zeppa Family Foundation

Oxfam Legacy Circle

Members of  the Legacy Circle 
ensure the continuation of  Oxfam’s 
work by naming Oxfam as a 
beneficiary in their will, retirement 
plan, and life insurance policies, or 
by planning a life-income gift.

Anonymous (404)

Helen Ackerson

Scott C. Alden

Mark and Michele Aldrich

Eric Hall Anderson

Margaret L. Anderson

Hope and Arnold Asrelsky

Elizabeth Atkins

Lyndon and Betty Babcock

George and Harriet Baldwin

Richard and Marian Baldy

Stephanie Barko

Dick and Gretchen Barsness

Virginia Baumgartner

Alice Benson and Kirk Fitch

Lorna Bentley

Kurt and Catherine Bergel

Sanford Berman

Jeff  and Ann Berner

Lucille E. Bernier

Judi Berzon

Mary Frances Best

David Blot

Mike and Cathy Blumenfeld

Dorothy Bobolin

Marjorie Boetter

Surya Bolom

Daniel Bradford

Phil C. Branch

Frieda Brock

Heather Brodhead

Richard Bulinski

Frederick P. and Alice E. Bunnell

Charles and Marion Burger

John and Susan Burns

Kenneth H. Burrows

Wallace F. and Therese T. Burton

Daniel Butler

Grace W. Buzaljko

Mary Lou Callahan

Isabel McNeill Carley

Stephanie A. Chalmers, D.V.M.

Shannon H. Chamberlin

Diane Lewis Chaney

Eunice Charles

Heather Chisholm-Chait

Bruce Christensen

Howard Christofersen

Susan Clare and Peter D. Parker

Judith P. Clarke

Deborah L. Clayton

Corinne Coen, M.D.

Prof. Farok J. Contractor

Barbara Cook

Margery Cornwell

Dorothy P. Craig

Lee Cranberg, M.D.

E. R. Crego

David E. and Theresa L. Crowl

Barbara Curry

John and Geraldine Cusenza

Barbara Dallis

Judith Dalton

Nita Daluiso

Vincent Daly

John and Louise C. Daniels

Denise D’Anne

David B. and Posey Dauphine

Ann Bemis Day

Patricia A. and William D. Dean

Kristina L. Dendinger

Joan C. Denkler

Sue Dennis

Carolyn M. Derr

Sadie Dietz

Anthony J. Distefano

James A. Douglas and  
Alexandra Harmon

Jim and Donna Down

Renna Draynel

Lionel Duisit

Ned Eldredge

Nan Elmer

Judy Hughes Fair-Spaulding

Evelyn B. Feltner

Margaret Ferguson

Elizabeth J. Finch

Barbara Fiorito and  
Michael Shimkin

Ian Firth

Linda Fisher

Susan H. Fleming

Ella M. Forsyth

Jean J. Fox

David Fraser and Jo Ann Alber

Gloria Gallingane

Mary Edda Gamson

Earl and Mary Kay Gardner

Ruth Garlow

Elizabeth Garst

Jerome and Maria Gauthier

Lawrence H. Geller

David E. and Liza Gerber

Mary A. “Kit” Glover, M.D.

Anne C. Godfrey

David and Irma Goldknopf

Merrill Goldwyn

Fred M. Grafton

Andrew H. Grange and  
Maureen Murphy

Lucretia W. Grindle

Edward D. and Brita B. Grover

Jana Gunnell

Donna Gushen

Hope Rogers Haff

John B. Haney, M.D., and  
Diane D. Haney

John D. and Barbara Harcketts

John and Ethel Hardy

Richard and Lonna Harkrader

Mary Ann Harman

Peter Hawxhurst

Heartwind

Randy B. Hecht

Mary Alice Keating Heiger

June E. Heilman

Charles Nichols Henderson

Nancy Henley

Peter C. Hereld

Edward S. and Mary W. Herman

Ruth Highberger

Marquita K. Hill and John C. 
Hassler

Lisa Hoffmeyer

Mack P. and Margaret H. Holt

Mary Barnard Horne

Marjorie Howard-Jones

E. Rae Hudspeth, M.D.

Janet B. Humphrey

Robert J. Hutcheson, Ph.D.

David J. and Arlene F. Iacono

Marjean Ingalls

James H. Julien

Sylvia Juran

Ruth Gannett Kahn

Ken Kaiserman

Anil Kapur

Mary Karren

Ronald Kastner, M.D.

Evan Kavanagh

Karen J. Keefer

Dorothy Kelleher

Sirid-Aimee Kellermann

John R. and Ruth M. Kelly

Chelsea Kesselheim

Clare Kirby

David L. and Marilyn M. Kirk

John Koehler

Emma Jayne Kretlow

M. Kay Kribs

Stephanie and Peter Kurzina

Virginia C. Larsen

Nancy Latner

Miriam Ledyard-Brown

Frances J. Lee-Vandell

Judith M. Leggett

Ruth Lepson
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Helen Lieber

Jean Lister

Judith M. Lorimer

Jane W. Lusk

Kathleen Lynn and  
Ben J. Nathanson

M. J. Maccardini

Michael F. MacLeod

Patricia L. Mall

Joann Martin

Jean D. Maryborn

Sandra and David Matteson

Don Mayer

Jean M. McCarroll

Mark D. McClees

Sarah McCoy

Jeannie McCready

Alice McGrath

Sheila McIvor

Janet A. McKinley and  
George A. Miller

James C. and Roberta McLaughlin

Betsy and Tom Melvin

B. Meshke

Bruce and Mary Metcalf

Emily Meyer

Ellen E. Miller

Jean L. Miller

Rebecca A. Mills

Riaz and Lily Moledina

Susan Mondon

Jean Muirhead

Donna B. Mummery

Peter and Zibby Munson

Francis T. and Alice A. Murray

Leila Mustachi

John and Darlyne Neff

Neal L. Nix

Gary Noguera

Craney “Connie” Ogata

Tamaki Ogata

Sara S. Osborne

John Osner

Margaret M. O’Toole

Kathleen Walsh Packard

Patricia N. Page

Edith L. Palazzo

Margaret P. Parker

Jewel Payne

Perry Pedersen

Leonard Pellettiri

James W. and Margaret H. Perkins

Frank and Barbara Pespisa

John W. Pfeiffer

Mike and Katie Place

Pearl Porterfield

Garry J. Prowe and  
Jessica A. Whitmore-First

Joan Quick

Rob Quick

Todd Quinto and Judith Larsen

Eloise Rand

Joan and George Rebeck

Nancy Ridgeway

Barbara Rimbach

Tamar J. Rivers

Carol Roberts

F. David and Helen E. Roberts

Thomas R. Robertson

Ed Robichaud

Peggy Robinson

Christina and David Romer

Erwin Rose

Paul L. and Marion J. Ross

Lisa Sawyer

Louise Schmid

Rose R. Schmidt

Joan Schmitz

Betty Scholten

Susan Schrenzel

Charles Schroeder

James P. Scott

Marian and William Sengel

Marian Shaw

Patricia Sheely

Elbis A. Shoales, M.D.

Paul A. Shurin, M.D.

Carol Sicherman

Susi Silber

Jerry Silbert

Joan A. Sivadon

Christine Sleeter

Gerry Sligar

Rev. Margaret Treadway Sloan

Linda L. and Jackson Smith

Deborah Sodt

Wendy Power Spielmann

Vergie G. Spiker

Arnold Sprague

Karin Stanley

James Stauffer

Jeanne Steig

Jean Stoenner

Sidney N. and Marcia M. Stone

Lee and Byron Stookey

Nancy and Bill Strong

Fred David and Barbara  
Kell Strudell

Gaby Stuart

J. Mayone Stycos and  
Maria Nowakowska Stycos

Patricia Sullivan

Marcia A. Summers

Lee E. and Claudia J. Taylor

Beatrice E. Thompson

Char Kalsow Thompson

Patricia Manion Thompson

William R. and Patricia Thompson

Christine Tisdale

Angelo Tomedi, M.D., and  
Margaret M. Wolak

Tod and Lori Turle

Donald D. Wacks

Lex Wadelski

Donna J. Wainwright

Mary G. Waldo

Bettine and Lawrence Wallin

Barbara Joy Walsh

Richard F. Watt

Carolyn A. Webb and  
David G. Bortz

Robert L. Weissman

Jean Werts

Barbara Westall

Alice Reuben Weston

Michael and Judy White

Morton D. Winsberg

Mary H. Winslow

William M. Wippold

Jessie Lynn and Wendy Withrow 

Arthur Wortman

The Rev. Dr. and  
Mrs. Douglas P. Wright

Charleen A. Young

Julie Zale

Dewey K. Ziegler, M.D.

For more information about 
joining Oxfam’s Legacy Circle, 
please contact Steve Maughan 
at (800) 77-OXFAM ext. 2723 or 
smaughn@oxfamamerica.org.

Every gift we receive is an 

act of  generosity and faith. 

We strive to be ever-better 

stewards of  your donations.

We can cut costs by reducing 

print quantities of  the annual 

report in future years. If  you’d 

prefer to receive an electronic 

version rather than the print 

version, please email us at  

donorinfo@oxfamamerica.org. 

Little things add up
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Contact us
NORTH AMERICA

US: Oxfam America headquarters
226 Causeway Street, 5th Floor 
Boston, MA 02114-2206

info@oxfamamerica.org 
(800) 77-OXFAM

US: Policy and advocacy office  
1100 15th Street, NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 496-1180

US: Gulf Coast 
983 Howard Avenue 
Biloxi, MS 39530
(228) 432-5841
 
 

 
 
AFRICA

Senegal 
Immeuble sis Lot. 171 
Rue MZ 210 Fenêtre Mermoz 
BP 7200, Dakar, Senegal
(011) 221 33 869-0299 
 
Ethiopia 
DH Tower Bole Road 
Bole Sub City, Kebele 01 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
(011) 251 11 662-4281

Sudan 
Building 17, Street 47     
Amarat, Khartoum, Sudan  
(011) 249 18 357-3116

 
 
ASIA

Cambodia
2nd–3rd Floor #54, Street 108 
Wat Phnom, Daun Penh  
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
(011) 855 232-10357

LATIN AMERICA

El Salvador
7A Calle Poniente Bis #5262 
Colonia Escalón  
San Salvador, El Salvador
(011) 503 2202-9701

Peru
Av. Benavides No. 1130  
Miraflores, Lima 18, Peru
(011) 511 700-9200

Working together to end poverty and injustice
Forty percent of  the people on our planet—more than 2.5 billion—now live in poverty, struggling to survive on 
less than $2 a day. Oxfam America is an international relief  and development organization working to change 
that. Together with individuals and local groups in more than 100 countries, Oxfam saves lives, helps people 
overcome poverty, and fights for social justice. To join our efforts or learn more, go to oxfamamerica.org.

Photo credits: Rankin (cover, p6), Liz Lucas (inside front cover), Michael Prince (p2), Jessica Erickson (p3), Elizabeth Stevens (p4), Claudia Barrientos 
(p8), Oxfam (pp10–11), Eva-Lotta Jansson (pp12, 18–19), Plant Protection Department of  Vietnam (p14), Center for Sustainable Rural Development 
(pp15), Nabil Elderkin (p16), Steve Liss (p20), Rebecca Blackwell (pp22, 23), Percy Ramirez (pp24–25), Shehab Uddin (inside back cover).
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“I love to have knowledge,” says 8-year-old Ngabu. 

He lives in the Democratic Republic of Congo, where more than five million people  
have died since 1998 as a result of war.

At Oxfam’s invitation, in 2009, renowned British photographer Rankin traveled to  
Congo, using his camera to capture the human face of one of the world’s deadliest  
conflicts. (See page 9 for more information.) The situation in Congo has left many  
committed Oxfam supporters with a sense of hopelessness. It is a feeling that afflicts 
even the most stalwart.

That’s why Ngabu’s words struck us. 

It is the hope and potential in the millions of children like Ngabu, their parents, and their 
neighbors that underpin Oxfam’s work. We are inspired by their commitment to tackle 
what many people see as insurmountable. 

Oxfam’s approach to achieving our mission is threefold: saving lives, helping people  
overcome poverty through long-term development, and fighting for social justice by  
campaigning for policy change in both the global north and south. It is this third  
piece that is hardest for many to understand and embrace, because it seems removed 
from the urgency of individual lives. Yet it offers some of the most powerful tools for 
widespread change. 

In 2009, Oxfam’s major advocacy campaign focused on climate change adaptation  
support for poor communities hardest hit by the climate crisis. Our efforts are reflected in 
the climate and energy legislation passed by the House of Representatives in June 2009, 
which included $1 billion per year by 2020 for climate adaptation in developing countries 
and Oxfam-proposed policies for community-based adaptation programs. In addition, the 
Copenhagen Accord on climate change set a goal of mobilizing $100 billion per year by 
2020 for developing countries, including for climate adaptation. 

In 2009, the focus of our advocacy work in Congo was protecting civilians. So, we  
have been campaigning to pass the International Violence Against Women Act, the  
first comprehensive piece of US legislation that could help stem violence against  
Congolese women. 

Advocacy may seem removed from individual lives, but it’s not. Beneath all we do is  
the conviction that—given the means—Ngabu and others like him can find solutions  
to the injustice and poverty they face.

Working together to end poverty and injustice

© 2010 Oxfam America Inc. All Rights Reserved. Oxfam 
America is a registered trademark of  Oxfam America Inc.,  
and the Oxfam logo is a registered trademark of  Stichting 
Oxfam International.  

Oxfam America employees are represented by UNITE 
HERE, Local 33 (Boston) and Service Employees 
Interational Union, Local 500 (Washington, DC).

This report is printed on paper certified by Green Seal and manufactured 

entirely with nonpolluting wind energy. Printing was done using soy-based 

inks at a plant recognized by the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority 

as a zero-discharge site that recycles all spent materials.

64 trees preserved  

27,078 gallons of wastewater flow saved  

2,996 lbs of solid waste not generated 

5,899 lbs of net greenhouse gases prevented  

7,304 lbs of air emissions not generated  

8 barrels of crude oil unused

EnvironmEntal savings
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