
WHAT IS AN OXFAM AMERICA 
HUNGER BANQUET?
When guests arrive at an Oxfam America 
Hunger Banquet, they draw tickets at ran-
dom that assign each to a high-, middle-, 
or low-income tier, based on the latest 
statistics about the number of people living 
in poverty. Each income level receives a 
corresponding meal. The 20 percent in the 
high-income tier are served a sumptuous 
meal; the 30 percent in the middle-income 
section eat a simple meal, like rice and 
beans; and the 50 percent in the low- 
income tier help themselves to small  
portions of rice and water. 

A master of ceremonies reads a script to 
guide participants through the interactive 
event. Finally, all guests are invited to share 
their thoughts after the meal and to take 
action to right the wrong of poverty.

WHY HOST AN OXFAM  
AMERICA HUNGER BANQUET?
When you organize an Oxfam America Hun-
ger Banquet in your community or on your 
campus, you’re changing the way people 
think about hunger and poverty. Over the 
past 40 years, more than 850,000 people 
have attended Oxfam America Hunger  
Banquets; each event helps build the move-
ment to fight global hunger. Your Oxfam 
America Hunger Banquet can also make  
a difference by raising funds to support  
Oxfam’s lifesaving work around the world. 

HOW DO I GET STARTED?
Download our free toolkit, including step-
by-step instructions for hosting your event, 
at oxfamamerica.org/hungerbanquet.

Have more questions? Email us at  
actfast@oxfamamerica.org, call (800) 
77-OXFAM x2573, or tweet at @HB_Planning.

ABOUT OXFAM AMERICA
Oxfam America is a global organization work-
ing to right the wrongs of poverty, hunger, 
and injustice. As one of 17 members of the 
international Oxfam confederation, we work 
with people in more than 90 countries to 
create lasting solutions. Oxfam saves lives, 
develops long-term solutions to poverty, and 
campaigns for social change. Learn more at 
oxfamamerica.org.
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OXFAM AT A GLANCE 

THE OXFAM 
AMERICA 
HUNGER 
BANQUET®

Life isn’t fair—and neither is this. At an Oxfam America Hunger Banquet, the place where you sit, 
and the meal that you eat, are determined by the luck of the draw—just as in real life some of us 
are born into relative prosperity and others into poverty. This interactive event will help you see 
hunger in a whole new way.

“When you’re sitting in your 
income class, and you get that 
small cup of rice put in your hand, 
it gives you a real connection to 
the issue of hunger. And it helps 
people understand why these 
problems are significant.“Alyssa Hartman, Oxfam America Hunger 
Banquet campus organizer


