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The newly elected executive leadership team helps out at the 

Oxfam America Hunger Banquet. 

 

And for the second one, "Former Oxfam UT co-president, 

Ben Wollam, shows his support for women and the 

Behind the Brands campaign." 

 

CLUB OVERVIEW 

History  

The Oxfam Club at the University of 

Texas at Austin (UT-Austin) was 

founded by Joshua Grimm and 

Naaima Khan, both who attended 

the Oxfam CHANGE Leadership 

Training. The club has a rich history 

dating back to 2004 and is currently 

in the process of contacting former 

members to obtain their stories and 

pictures! Maggie Rake, 2014-2015 

Director of Operations, said she 

initially joined the Oxfam Club 

because  her  family  friend  was  a  

member a decade earlier while a student at UT-Austin. 

In Their Own Words 

Oxfam UT tackles different social injustices in a way that is informative, thought-provoking, and 

relevant to students. This year we have worked primarily on the GROW campaign, focusing on 

topics ranging from land grabs to Oxfam’s 

Behind the Brands sub-campaign. We 

read about women cocoa farmers who 

work long hours and do not receive the 

recognition they deserve. After learning 

about their stories, we were compelled to 

spread the word through the Support 

Women Farmers petition and at our 

meetings. We chose to focus on women 

farmers because so many of our members 

are women and interested in gender 

justice and women’s issues, and it was a 

great way to start dialogue on our 

campus. Club involvement and working as 

a team has been a big priority, so we try to make all of our activities as inclusive and 

accessible to other students as possible. 

http://www.oxfamamerica.org/take-action/campaign/food-farming-and-hunger/
http://www.behindthebrands.org/en-us
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Former Club Co-President Ben Wollam shows his support 
for women and the Behind the Brands sub-campaign. 

Member recruitment strategies 

Our biggest challenge this year has been restructuring. At the end of the last year, all but one of 

our members graduated or transferred schools, so rebuilding the club membership was a very 

daunting challenge, but also a great opportunity for growth. To attract new members, we 

reached out to underclassmen, transfer sophomores, and really tried to get our name out on 

campus. With help from the former co-

presidents who graduated, we actually 

quadrupled in size from the prior semester.  

It’s been so rewarding to have new faces 

excited and involved in Oxfam, though we 

faced a variety of challenges to get to this 

point. There were times when we wondered if 

there was even going to be an Oxfam Club—

if we could reenergize it enough to keep it 

going—but we have had so much support 

from past members and Oxfam America staff 

and overwhelming passion and commitment 

from these new members. 

Connecting with area supporters 

We have been very lucky to work with the Austin Oxfam Action Corps on several occasions 

this semester. Together we staffed the Oxfam America booth at the Austin City Limits (ACL) 

music festival, and organized an Oxfam America Hunger Banquet. We also sent two members 

to table at the Julian Casablancas concert, which was really exciting! We hosted some 

community speakers at our meetings, 

held a documentary screening, 

volunteered at the UT Micro Farm 

and Capital Area Food Bank, had 

plenty of great meetings, and did a 

ton of tabling on and off campus! In 

past semesters, we have worked 

more closely with other organizations 

on campus and participated in their 

events, and we hope to do more of 

that next semester. Above all, our 

club strives to takes a hands-on 

approach to ending poverty and hunger through volunteering and community involvement. 

http://www.oxfamamerica.org/take-action/volunteer/community/
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EVENT AND MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS 

Volunteering in the Community 

This semester, we’ve tried to get 

more involved in the community and 

focus more on volunteering. Twice a 

month, we went to the Capital Area 

Food Bank, helping to sort thousands 

of pounds of food each visit. In 

addition, volunteering with the UT 

Micro Farm was another hands-on 

way for us to get involved in 

sustainability on campus. 

 

 

Concert Outreach at ACL Festival  

We were given the great opportunity to 

table in conjunction with Austin Oxfam 

Action Corps and ACL Cares at the 

largest music festival in Texas, Austin 

City Limits! Not only were we the envy 

of many other clubs on campus, but 

this was an amazing experience for 

many of our members who were able 

to talk about Oxfam outside of the 

university for the first time. ACL 

happened about a month after the 

semester had started, so September 

was a whirlwind trying to recruit members and then turn around and get them ready and 

educated enough to gather petition signatures. It was a challenge, but getting to spend two 

weekends at the festival and getting to know each other was worth the preparation. And we 

gathered around 1,700 signatures over six days, which is a huge accomplishment for us! 

 

Oxfam Jam 

This spring we are planning to put on 

an Oxfam Jam. Historically, our club 

has put on a lot of benefit concerts, as 

the music scene is really big in Austin.  

 

http://www.oxfamamerica.org/take-action/events/host-an-oxfam-jam/
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Oxfam America Hunger Banquet 

Our Oxfam America Hunger Banquet 

was a great educational experience 

this year. While it was fun to watch 

everyone eat without utensils, the best 

part was reading the profile cards and 

thinking about Oxfam’s impact and the 

work that we’re a part of. We were 

able to create and experience a model 

of the reality of food disparity. For most 

of our members and guests, this was 

their first experience, so everyone had 

a lot of insight to bring. 

TIPS FOR SUCCESS  

Hold information sessions: It can be intimidating to walk into a general meeting and not know 

anyone in the room! These sessions are a good place to explain to new members what Oxfam 

America is all about and how they can get involved. 

Reach out to new people on Facebook: Tabling can sometimes feel impersonal. Whenever you 

meet someone new who signs a petition or attends an event, try looking them up on Facebook 

after and sending them a personal thank-you message. It might sound creepy, but it works! 

Be passionate! It can be discouraging at times trying to get things started, but if you combine 

passion with concrete and realistic goals, people will really support you.  

Balance campus, community, and world issues: Large-scale injustices found at the 

international and world level are also intertwined with inequality found at the campus and 

community levels. For us, educating students on campus and people within our community is a 

way to connect us to the larger world.  

Ask for help: from Oxfam America, from other Oxfam clubs, from Oxfam Action Corps, from 

friends, and other students who have experience running an organization on your campus. You 

can’t have enough help or enough suggestions or ideas or advice. Make a to-do list. Take deep 

breaths. Have fun! 

Don’t forget why you’re doing what you’re doing: It’s great to volunteer and work on 

campaigns and get signatures and do all those things with your whole heart, but remember what 

the big picture goal is. For our club, it’s ending poverty, hunger, and injustice, and educating 

ourselves and others on what our part is and how we can help. 

Connect with the Oxfam Club at UT Austin:      

http://www.oxfamamerica.org/take-action/events/hunger-banquet/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Oxfam-at-the-University-of-Texas/277579795590844
https://twitter.com/oxfamut
https://utexas.collegiatelink.net/organization/oxfam

