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BREAKTHROUGH IN ACCESS TO OVARIAN CANCER TREATMENT WELCOMED 
 
(First new therapy for ovarian cancer on the PBS since the late 1970s) 
 
Ovarian Cancer Australia today welcomed the announcement that Avastin (bevacizumab) has been 
approved for subsidy under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) as a frontline treatment for 
stage IIIB, IIIC and IV ovarian cancer.  
 
“We strongly supported the application to have Avastin placed on the PBS and we are delighted that 
women who are newly diagnosed with ovarian cancer can now affordably access the treatment. 
Previously it has only been women on clinical trials, those who could afford to pay several thousand 
dollars per dosage, or were otherwise subsided who had access,” Ovarian Cancer CEO Alison Amos 
said.  
 
“The fact that this is the first new type of therapy for ovarian cancer registered on the PBS since the 
late 1970s highlights the urgent need for research advances and new treatments for this terrible 
disease.  
 
“We are currently working on a National Action Plan for Research for ovarian cancer which will be 
published later in the year which we hope will drive forward these efforts.” Said Alison Amos, CEO, 
Ovarian Cancer Australia.       
  
Ovarian Cancer Australia interviewed women with stage IIIB, IIIC and IV ovarian cancer, exploring their 
diagnosis, treatment, experience of recurrence (if relevant) and the key factors influencing treatment 
choices to inform a submission to PBAC. This research sought to bring the voices of women with 
ovarian cancer to the decision-making table where the scientific evidence generated from clinical trials 
of Avastin was to be considered. 
 
The women placed a strong emphasis on quality of life, overall survival and the likely length of their 
first remission period, even if in the absence of an overall survival benefit. For most, the potential 
benefit was carefully considered in relation to the burden of treatment options, side effects and the 
quality of life that they could expect during that time. 
 
Contrarily, clinical trials of new therapies rarely give due emphasis to quality of life data. Rather, the 
value of the therapy is determined by progression-free survival and overall survival.  
 
“Part of our role is to bring to the table the views of the Australian women who are living with ovarian 
cancer, If it is a better quality of life that women strive for, then any advancements in treatments 
should take this into account.  Our role is also to work to galvanise the research effort and to foster 
collaboration, transparency and urgency into seeking new treatments. ” said Alison Amos.  
 
The Avastin application to secure a placement on the PBS was based on trials showing an estimated 
increase in the period between diagnosis and first recurrence of four months and an overall survival 
benefit of five months. On the basis of their research with women and the decades that have passed 
since any new agents have been subsidised, OCA strongly recommended the PBS subsidy of the drug.  
OCA’s research has highlighted a series of issues experienced by women around diagnosis and 
throughout their treatment. In light of this, OCA will form an ongoing dialogue with others in the 



clinical and research space to continue to contribute women’s voices to the evidence base, to drive 
practice change and frame research priorities. 
 
Each year in Australia, around 1400 women are diagnosed with ovarian cancer and more than 1000 
women will die from the disease. It has the lowest survival rate of any women’s cancer.  
 

--Ends-- 
For media enquires contact  

Maggie Hill, Ovarian Cancer Australia, 0404 196452 
We can also provide comment on the announcement from women  

in our community living with ovarian cancer  
 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
About Ovarian Cancer Australia: 
Ovarian Cancer Australia is the peak national body for ovarian cancer and was founded in 2001 by a group of 
people who had been affected by ovarian cancer, either themselves or through someone they loved.  Ovarian 
Cancer Australia provides support for women and their families, raises community awareness of ovarian cancer, 
advocates for improved services for women and promotes research. Ovarian Cancer Australia’s vision is to save 
lives and ensure no woman with ovarian cancer walks alone. Their work is guided by their core values of 
Optimism, Community and Accountability. Ovarian Cancer Australia has developed an ambitious strategic plan 
for 2013 to 2016 to develop and grow its support, awareness, advocacy and research programs. In order to 
achieve their ambitious plan, organisational growth and funding is critical. For more information, visit 
www.ovariancancer.net.au 

 


