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MEDIA RELEASE              16 January 2014 

 

One in five Australians touched by ovarian cancer 

but prevention still misunderstood 
 

According to a recent study more than half of women mistakenly believe ovarian cancer is detected 
by a Pap smear, when in fact its purpose is to test for early signs of cervical cancer.   
 
Conducted by the Wallis Group for Ovarian Cancer Australia, the study also found nearly a third of 
women incorrectly believe that the Human Papilloma Virus vaccine (HPV) prevents ovarian cancer. 
 
CEO of Ovarian Cancer Australia Alison Amos said there is no early detection test for ovarian cancer 
and so it is important that all women learn the symptoms. 
 
“During February, I urge all women to learn and share the symptoms of ovarian cancer and take 
action if affected,” she said.   
 
“The four key symptoms are abdominal or pelvic pain, increased abdominal size or persistent 
abdominal bloating, the need to urinate often or urgently and feeling full after eating a small 
amount. 
 
“If these symptoms are new for women and they experience one or more of them persistently over a 
four-week period, they should consult their GP.”  
 
This will come as news for many women, as 29% of those surveyed believe ovarian cancer had no 
symptoms at all.  
 
The study also found that 27% of women and 40% of men believe that most women diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer will survive it. Yet the sad fact is that each day in Australia four women are diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer and three women will die from the disease. 
 
Ms Amos said she was alarmed by the lack of awareness amongst Australians about ovarian cancer 

and women’s health more generally. 

“This demonstrates the importance of communicating the facts about ovarian cancer as widely as 

possible, which is the aim of Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month this February,” she said. 

According to the study, one in five Australians knows someone who has been diagnosed with ovarian 

cancer. Of those, over 40% were family and over 50% were friends or colleagues. 

To help raise awareness of the symptoms, risks and impacts of ovarian cancer, as well as raise vital 

funds for support, awareness, advocacy and research, Ovarian Cancer Australia is calling on all 

Australians to get involved in Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month this February by hosting an 

Afternoon Teal® fundraising event and wearing a teal ribbon on Teal Ribbon Day, Wednesday 26th 

February 2014.  To purchase a ribbon or to find out more about how to get involved, go to 

www.ovariancancer.net.au 

http://www.ovariancancer.net.au/
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Women can also download Ovarian Cancer Australia’s symptom diary or the K.I.S.S. & Make Up® 

iPhone app which allows women to record their symptoms and generate a report to help them 

communicate with their GP. The free app is available from iTunes. 

The Wallis Group, on behalf of Ovarian Cancer Australia, conducted a pro bono omnibus survey of 

898 Australians in December 2013. 

@ovariancancerOz #OCAwareness  

https://www.facebook.com/OvarianCancerAustralia 

-ENDS- 

For media enquires contact: 

Jenni Pattinson, ph: 0407 533 055 or (03) 8628 9322 e: jenni@royce.com.au 

Jacqui Loftus-Hills, ph: (03) 8628 9324 e: jacqui@royce.com.au 

 

Interview opportunities: 

Alison Amos, CEO Ovarian Cancer Australia 

Women with ovarian cancer 

Celebrity Ambassadors for Ovarian Cancer Australia 

About Ovarian Cancer Australia: 

Ovarian Cancer Australia is the peak national body for ovarian cancer and was founded in 2001 by a group of 

people who had been affected by ovarian cancer, either themselves or through someone they loved.  Ovarian 

Cancer Australia provides support for women and their families, raises community awareness of ovarian 

cancer, advocates for improved services for women and funds and promotes and funds research. Ovarian 

Cancer Australia’s vision is to save lives and ensure that no woman with ovarian cancer walks alone. Their work 

is guided by their core values of Optimism, Community and Accountability. Ovarian Cancer Australia has 

developed an ambitious strategic plan for 2013 to 2016 to develop and grow its support, awareness, advocacy 

and research programs. In order to achieve their ambitious plan, organisational growth and funding is critical. 

Teal Ribbons can be purchased for $2 each from Chemmart® Pharmacy stores nationwide; Brazilian Butterfly 

salons in ACT, Queensland, Victoria and WA; My Size stores nationwide and at www.ovariancancer.net.au. 
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