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MEDIA RELEASE           30 January 2014 

 

Old Parliament House lights up in teal  

in support of ovarian cancer  
 

To mark the launch of Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month and in support of Ovarian Cancer Australia, 

Old Parliament House will be awash in teal light from the 31 January to 10 February 2014.  

The iconic Canberra building will take on the colourful hue in a bid to encourage the nation to raise 

awareness of the symptoms, risks and impacts of ovarian cancer, as well as raise vital funds for 

support, awareness, advocacy and research. Teal is the international colour for ovarian cancer.  

Ovarian Cancer Australia’s CEO Alison Amos said, “Our vision is to save lives and ensure that no 

woman with ovarian cancer walks alone.” 

“We hope this impressive and colourful display will shine a light on this important cause, garner 

support and engage Australians to assist us in achieving our vision.”  

Australians can show their support by purchasing a teal ribbon to wear on Teal Ribbon Day 

(Wednesday 26 February), by hosting an Afternoon Teal® fundraising event or by purchasing a 

Colour for a Cause teal nail polish pack, available at Chemmart® Pharmacies nationally, with all 

proceeds going to Ovarian Cancer Australia. 

Ovarian cancer has the lowest survival rate of any women’s cancer. Each year 1,400 Australian 

women are diagnosed and 1,000 women will die from the disease. 

In the absence of an early detection test, women of all ages need to know and recognise the 

important signs and symptoms, which most commonly include: abdominal or pelvic pain, increased 

abdominal size or persistent abdominal bloating, the need to urinate often or urgently, or feeling full 

after eating a small amount.  

If these symptoms are new for women and they experience one or more of them persistently over a 
four-week period, they should consult their GP.  

To assist women in tracking these symptoms, Ovarian Cancer Australia has developed the K.I.S.S. & 

Make Up® iPhone app which records the symptoms over a four-week period and generates a report to 

help inform their GP. The free app is available from iTunes. 

Teal Ribbons can be purchased for $2 each from Chemmart® Pharmacy, My Size and Plush stores 

nationwide; Brazilian Butterfly salons in ACT, Queensland, Victoria and WA; Noel Jones offices in 

Victoria, and from www.ovariancancer.net.au. 

For more information about ovarian cancer, Teal Ribbon Day or to find out how to host an Afternoon 

Teal® call 1300 660 334, visit www.ovariancancer.net.au  

http://www.ovariancancer.net.au/
http://www.ovariancancer.net.au/
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Twitter: @ovariancancerOz #OCAwareness #Afternoonteal #TealRibbonDay  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OvarianCancerAustralia 

 

-ENDS- 

For media enquires contact: 

Jenni Pattinson, Tel: 0407 533 055 or (03) 8628 9322 jenni@royce.com.au 

Jacqui Loftus-Hills, Tel: (03) 8628 9324  jacqui@royce.com.au 

 

Spokespeople: 

Ovarian Cancer Australia:  Alison Amos, Chief Executive Officer 
National:  Kerry Vincent, Judge of The Great Australian Bake-Off, Queen of Cakes 
ACT:  Gai Brodtmann, Member for Canberra 
VIC:    Kelly O’Dwyer, Federal Member for Higgins 

Madeleine West, Actor 
Tanya Farrar, Founder of Brazilian Butterfly 
Dani Venn, MasterChef 2011 finalist, Masterchef 2012 All-star 

NSW:    Kate Ritchie, Actor and radio presenter 
WA:    Melissa Marsh, Captain of the West Coast Waves basketball team  
TAS:    Jane Stephens, Sister of Crown Princess Mary of Denmark 

Patricia Bailey, Sister of Crown Princess Mary of Denmark 
NT:    Alice Burton, TV and radio presenter 
 
Women living with ovarian cancer or who have overcome the disease are also available for interview upon request. 

 

About Ovarian Cancer Australia: 

Ovarian Cancer Australia is the peak national body for ovarian cancer and was founded in 2001 by a group of 

people who had been affected by ovarian cancer, either themselves or through someone they loved.  Ovarian 

Cancer Australia provides support for women and their families, raises community awareness of ovarian 

cancer, advocates for improved services for women and funds and promotes and funds research. Ovarian 

Cancer Australia’s vision is to save lives and ensure that no woman with ovarian cancer walks alone. Their work 

is guided by their core values of Optimism, Community and Accountability. Ovarian Cancer Australia has 

developed an ambitious strategic plan for 2013 to 2016 to develop and grow its support, awareness, advocacy 

and research programs. In order to achieve their ambitious plan, organisational growth and funding is critical. 

For more information visit www.ovariancancer.net.au 
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