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THE BOOK OF ROMANS | SESSION 3 | ROMANS 1:3-17 

ROMANS 1:8-15 | PAUL ’S DESIRE TO GO TO ROME 

VERSE 8 

• I thank my God through Jesus Christ –  

o This has two possible interpretations, both grammatically possible.  

▪ I thank my God (who is my God through Jesus Christ). 

▪ I thank my God, the thanks being directed through Jesus Christ. 

o While both are legitimate grammatically, theologically we pray directly to God. Jesus is our mediator in 

Salvation, but not in prayer. 

• Your faith is spoken of –  

o Paul restates this in Rom. 16:19.  

o It was clearly an encouragement and a strong testimony that there was a group of believers in Rome.   

o If my premise of v. 7 is correct, then Paul is celebrating the faith of Jewish believers in Rome, and their faith 

was spoken of throughout the whole world. 

VERSES 9-10 

• with my spirit –  

o The phrase can by in, with, or by my spirit. 

o This is not the Holy Spirit, but my spirit. Paul used the same Greek phrase in 2 Cor 2:13 (I had no rest in my 

spirit). We might say, "I gave it my all," or "I serve with every breath I have." 

• a prosperous journey - More literally, "If I might be prospered by God's will to come to you." Compare to v. 13, where 

he often purposed to come but was unable. 

VERSE 11 

• Why did Paul feel it necessary that he be present with the Romans in order to impart...some spiritual gift? What 

spiritual gift might this be?  

• Of the 17 times the word χάρισμα [charisma] (gift) is used, 16 times it is used by Paul. It is a word built on grace 

(charis).  

• Could it be that Paul is anxious to make sure they understand the grace of God in full, and thus he wants to be there to 

proclaim and teach? And, since he is currently unable to be there, now he writes this letter to explain the grace of God? 

Since the book of Romans is foundational to understanding the Gospel of God's grace, this explanation has more 

plausibility than any other. It is an understanding of the grace of God that would cause the Roman believers to be 

established. If they are Jewish believers (as we presume), then they could very likely be confused with the roll of the 

Law and God's ultimate plan for Israel, things which Paul will explain in his letter (and would prefer to explain in 

person.) 

VERSE 12 

• That is - Literally, "but this" or "as to that." So, "as to that (establishment which I long for), I may be comforted." 

• Paul's desire is that the (Jewish) believers at Rome would fully understand the gospel of grace, and therefore be 

established, and Paul would be comforted knowing of the mutual faith of both parties. 

o Note that mutual faith is literally "the in one another faith." The word is used 100 times in the New 

Testament, and only here translated mutual.  

o It appears that Paul, though he has heard of their faith and rejoices in it (v. 8), is fearful that their faith may 

need some refinement so that they might be established (v. 11) and that he might be comforted knowing that 

the faith both of you and me was of the same kind.   

• Our assumption: in the letter he will explain what he would have explained in person, and that anyone reading this 

letter would be able to have the same kind of faith as Paul. 
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VERSE 13 

• I would not have you ignorant, brethren –  

o This phrase ties in with the previous verses. Paul longed (and had longed) to come to them in order to share 

the spiritual gift that would cause them to be established. 

o Sadly, theological ignorance is both commonplace and often even encouraged in the church today. 

• I purposed to come - Paul was always very practical in his daily theology. He did not wait for a mysterious call of the 

Spirit, but trusted that, being filled with the Spirit, he was able to make good decisions. He made concrete plans and 

tried to fulfill them using natural means. 

• but was let hitherto - He does not mention what hindered him. In 15:22 he simply reiterates that he was hindered. In 

Acts 16:7  the Holy Spirit stopped Paul from going to Bythinia. In 1 Thes 2:18 Satan hindered Paul's travels to 

Thessalonica. This could be a spiritual hindrance or a simple physical hindrance. 

• as among other gentiles - literally, among other nations or ethnos. The word "gentile" is an anachronism from the 14th 

century.  The word ἔθνος [ethnos] is used 164 times, and 64 times translated as nation or nations. 

VERSE 14 

• I am debtor - His debt was to preach the Gospel to them (v. 15). We would say, "I am under obligation." 

• Greeks and Barbarians - The term Barbarian seems to refer to those within the Roman Empire who do not speak the 

Greek language, and thus is sometimes looked at as a foreigner, yet many within the Roman empire were not Greek 

speaking peoples (Jews, Spaniards, Egyptians, even Latin speaking Romans). 

• unwise - Literally "unthinking" or "foolish." 

ROMANS 1:16-17 | PAUL’S PRIDE IN THE GOSPEL 

VERSE 16 

• not ashamed of the gospel - Notice that it is the gospel of Christ that is the power of God unto salvation.  

o This tells us that the Gospel contains everything that is necessary for salvation.  

o This is problematic for Calvinist belief that a person must have regeneration in order to receive the Gospel, yet 

Paul says the Gospel is sufficient in itself. 

o The terms of the Gospel is to believe. Nothing else is added nor can be added. 

• To the Jew first - Compare Acts 3:25-26. Acts 13:46 says it was necessary that the word of God should first have been 

spoken to you. The necessity was due to all the covenant promises and prophecies. So, "to the Jew first" is not just a 

kind word expressing what had happened, but was expressing what must have happen. The nations would be blessed 

only through redeemed Israel. It is only after Israel rejected her Messiah and the gospel of Christ that the gospel went 

also to the Greek. In our day, we must not put anyone first in priority to receive the Gospel (see Rom. 10:12). 

VERSE 17 

• the righteousness of God revealed –  

o How is the righteousness of God revealed in the Gospel?  

o A "Gospel" presentation that does not include a revelation of the substitutionary work of God through Christ, 

in which He became sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him (2 Cor 5:21), is not the 

Gospel of which Paul speaks.  

o The way that God dealt with sin reveals His righteousness. He dealt with it in such a way that it was not 

ignored, but fully dealt with in and through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

o Implications: Sanctification must be a gift, and righteousness does not come from works of obedience. 

• from faith to faith –  

o Literally out of faith into faith. Paul uses ek (out of) and eis (unto) together. These are normally opposites.   

o To understand "out of faith," see the following passages in which this phrase is used in Romans: Rom. 3:26, 

3:30, 4:16 (twice), 5:1, 9:30, 9:32, 10:6, 14:23 (twice).  In analysis, these passages speak of something which is 

based on or grounded on faith, and delivered unto those who have faith. 
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