


Listening Instructions

• If you have sound problems during the 

session, switch “Audio options” at the left 

of your screen.

• Another audio option: 

www.blogtalkradio.com/randywhite

• Three phone options:

– 949-202-4265, PIN 1478315

– 347-215-7254, option 1

– 888-238-8529, option 1

• 

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/randywhite




1 John 4:1
• Spiritual warfare is in mind in vv 1-6.

– How can you discern between an evil spirit and the Holy Spirit?

– The devil disguises Himself, but the Bible gives a criterion for 

discernment.

• The command to test:  δόκιμος [dokimos]

– From the base word dokeo, “to think”

– English words from this root:

• Decent – Judged acceptable

• Docetism – A heresy that said it only seemed as if the Body of Christ arose

• Dogma – an acceptable teaching

• Doxology – Doxa (praise, built on the Greek dokeo) + logos

– We should put more mental energy into “testing the spirits” than 

any other thing we test.

• The instruction to “test the spirits” is because we can be 

“carried about by every wind of doctrine” (Eph 4:14)



1 John 4:1
• Related Biblical truth-

– Jeremiah 5:31

– Jeremiah 29:8

– Matthew 24:4-5

– Romans 16:18

– Acts 17:11

– 1 Thessalonians 5:21

– Revelation 2:2

• The reason we test the spirits:  because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world.
– False prophets are empowered by evil spirits



1 John 4:1
• Translation issues

– “My dear friends, do not believe all who claim to have the Spirit, 

but test them to find out if the spirit they have comes from 

God…(1 John 4:1, GNB) 

• With this translation, would the reader know to test a dream or vision they 

thought they had?

– “My dear friends, don’t believe everything you hear. Carefully 

weigh and examine what people tell you…” (1 John 4:1, The 

Message) 

– Both of these highlight an important principle of Biblical 

interpretation: just because something is true does not mean that 

is what the text says.

– In this case, the text says so much more than the translation 

says.



1 John 4:2-3 | The test of spirits
• The major test: the confession that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh.

– Confess— to say the same thing

– Jesus Christ, that is, Jesus Messiah

– Has come– that is, He preexisted

– In the flesh– He is fully human and fully divine

• This is a comprehensive test for spirits: an evil spirit 

cannot and will not confess Jesus Christ having come in 

the flesh.

• The essential doctrine of the Christian faith is the 

incarnation. Everything stands or falls on this creed: 

“Jesus Christ in flesh having come.”



1 John 4:2-3 | The test of spirits
• The positive test is in v. 2 (do they confess), but the 

negative test is in v. 3 (do they fail to confess).

– Note that this is stronger than simply “those who deny Jesus.”

– A failure of a spirit to confess Jesus in flesh is a sure indication 

of antichrist spirit (or an antichrist refusal).

– Note John 9:22

– Note John 12:42

• “If a person claims to believe in Jesus, it is proper to ask, 

‘Is your Jesus the real Jesus?’” -J. Howard Marshall

• One cannot be a believer without the belief that Jesus is God incarnate.



1 John 4:2-3 | The test of spirits
• In spiritual warfare, know that the fundamental test is the 

confession “Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.”

• If there is a refusal to make this declaration, then an evil 

spirit is at work, regardless of how spiritual the rest may 

sound.



1 John 4:2-3
• Translation issues-

– “This is how we know if they have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming 

to be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body, 

that person has the Spirit of God.” (1 John 4:2, NLT) 

– Verse 2 is not about persons (which would be masculine, not neuter), it 

is about spirits. The test for prophets will come in vv. 4-5.



1 John 4:4-5 | The test of prophets
• Children of God have overcome false prophets because they 

applied the test of discernment of spirits.

• The “them” of v. 4 is masculine, and so cannot refer to “spirits” but to 

“false prophets.”

• This overcoming was done under the power of God.

• The false prophet is from the world and worldly in their speech, and 

the world accepts them.

– Jesus Christ having come in flesh is the only confession and belief that 

provides the world any hope.

– Many of the false prophets of today preach self-help, community-help, 

or “spiritual” help, but fail to proclaim that Jesus Christ having come in 

flesh is the only help.



1 John 4:6
• The apostolic declaration:  We are from God.

– This is not a general declaration and what follows is only a valid claim 

from an Apostle.

• Three tests in vv. 1-6

– The test of spirits: their confession or lack of

– The test of prophets: their worldly message

– The test of believers: Apostolic obedience



Questions?
• Call in your question: 888-238-8529

• New articles coming soon: a review of Rick Warren’s 

“Son of God” “Bible” study.

• New: Video!

• Thank you, Club members!


