


Listening Instructions

• If you have sound problems during the 

session, switch “Audio options” at the left 

of your screen.

• Another audio option: 

www.blogtalkradio.com/randywhite

• Three phone options:

– 949-202-4265, PIN 1478315

– 347-215-7254, option 1

– 888-238-8529, option 1

• 

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/randywhite




Previously

• The purpose of John’s letter: that your joy 

may be made complete (1:4)

– 1 John 5:13 is not the purpose statement of 

the Epistle

• Fellowship requires walking in the light 

(1:5-10)

• The propitiation for our sins, and the sins 

of the whole world, was totally 

accomplished in Christ (2:1-2)



Previously

• The ultimate test of the knowledge of the 

knowledge of Christ: keeping God’s 

commandments (2:3-11)

– Knowing God is a oneness of understanding and 

experience that cannot be claimed without obedience.

• Two of John’s favorite words are know and 

abide. These are two things that he encourages 

to make our joy complete.

• John is very clear: to know and to abide is only 

possible when we believe and love (3:23)



Previously

• A love for the world (and its worldly things) 

displays that the love of the Father is not in him.

– This is not a statement about salvation, but about the 

Father’s love.

• John testifies that the world is going to pass 

away, but the Antichrist is coming first.

• Between now and then, there will be pseudo-

brothers who leave the church because they 

were never part of the redeemed.



1 John 2:24

• Be careful not to misinterpret verse 24. A 

misinterpretation will lead you to an unsure faith 

that includes the possibility of falling from grace.

– Wrong: IF you hold to what you heard THEN you will 

remain in the Son and in the Father.

• Problem: John 10:28-29

• Principle: Doctrine cannot cause a contradiction of Scripture

– Right: To abide is not salvation, but the 

koinonia that John previously mentioned.

• If you hold to what has been taught and what you 

accepted, your relationship will be one of abiding 

koinonia. 



1 John 2:24

• Translation issues

– KJV translates meno (abide) as abide, 

remain, and continue all in the same verse.

– NKJV fixed this issue and translated all three 

the same.

– The KJV makes it sound like you can lose 

your salvation.



1 John 2:24

• Translation issues

– NIV & HCSB translate meno as “remain,” 

which gives a possibility of falling from grace.

• Remain carries the idea of location, so that if we 

do not “remain in Christ” we are unsaved.

• Abide carries the idea of relation (koinonia), so that 

if we do not “abide in Christ” we are out of 

fellowship.



1 John 2:25

• Verse 25 is a huge key to interpretation of 1 

John! Big truths come in small packages!

• God has given us a PROMISE, one which HE 

HIMSELF made to us.

– The Greek form is a “self-emphatic.”

– It could have been a promise “from Him” or 

“by Him,” but God chose to record this as a 

promise “He himself” made.

– Example: I promise that the teacher wants to 

help you –OR- I myself promise to help you.



1 John 2:25

• This is such a huge statement because His 

promise was ETERNAL LIFE.

– Without this verse, my koinonia / abide / know

approach to 1 John could be doubtful.

– With this promise, it is impossible to view the 

previous verses in any other way.

• If HE HIMSELF promised ETERNAL LIFE, then 

how much can I trust that HE HIMSELF will deliver 

on His promise?

• Can I teach a “fall from grace” or “depart from 

grace” theology with a verse like this?



1 John 2:25
• Translation issues-

– KJV, NIV & ESV do not carry the self-

emphatic into the English.

• Literal translation “…which Himself promised”

• This is an issue in which English doesn’t 

communicate Greek very well.

– TEV and The Message interpret “He Himself” 

as “Christ.” The promise could be from the 

Father. 

• A translation is not an opinion!

• This is an inherent problem in “dynamic equivalent” 

translations and paraphrases



1 John 2:26-27

• Cleary there were some “deceivers” or 

“seducers” that were seeking to remove 

the joy and assurance of these believers.

• The anointing from God was the antidote 

to the seduction of untruth.

– Deception comes, but the anointing abides.

• This abiding is permanent because it is based on 

God’s personal promise of Eternal Life.

– Because of the anointing, we can each be 

students of the Word.



The Holy Spirit’s Role in Biblical Interpretation

Roy Zuck

• God does not give new revelation.

• Your interpretation is not infallible.

• You do not have ability to see truths under the service 

that are not available to dedicated Bible students.

• The unregenerate do not welcome God’s truth, but they 

can cognitively understand.

• Any sincere student –not just scholars- can understand 

the Bible

• A Bible student needs spiritual devotion.

• Lack of spiritual preparedness hinders accurate 

interpretation.

• The role of the Spirit is no substitute for diligent study.



The Holy Spirit’s Role in Biblical Interpretation

Roy Zuck

• The Spirit’s role does not rule out study helps.

• The Spirit’s role does not mean an interpretation can 

ignore common sense and logic.

• The Spirit’s role is not to give sudden intuitive flashes of 

insight.

• The Spirit’s role does not mean that all parts of the Bible 

are equally clear and applicable.

• The Spirit’s role does not result in an automatic complete 

understanding of the entire Scripture.

• “These propositions suggest that at least five elements are 

necessary for properly interpreting the Bible: salvation, spiritual 

maturity, diligent study, common sense and logic, and humble 

dependence on the Spirit of God for discernment.”

– Roy Zuck, Bibliotheca Sacra 141.562 (1984): 129.



1 John 2:26-27

• Word Study: πλανάω planao /plan·ah·o/

– From the root, “to wander or rove about”

• English word “Planet” comes from the root word.

– Used in 1 John 1:8 and 3:7

– Root issue: when we stray, we are deceived—

far from the truth.



1 John 2:26-27

• Translation issues

– “But as for you, Christ has poured out his 

Spirit on you. As long as his Spirit remains in 

you, you do not need anyone to teach 

you…(1 John 2:27, GNB) 

• We are not told that Christ has poured out his 

Spirit.

• Is there such a thing as the “Spirit of Christ?”

• Does the Spirit depart?



1 John 2:26-27

• The meaning of verse 27

– This one is easy to misapply

• “I don’t need a teacher, I have the Holy Spirit!”

• Remember the story of the Ethiopian eunuch –Acts 

8:30-31.  The Spirit sent a teacher!

• 2 Peter 1:20

– The context:

• “Wanderers” who deny Jesus as Christ had left the 

fellowship.

• They were trying to deceive the believers.

• John says, “You don’t need their teaching!”

• Similar to 1 Thessalonians 5:1



1 John 2:28-29

• The instruction to abide is nailed down 

once again.

• Now we have another reason added: His 

appearing!

– John’s desire: our confidence before God

• 1 John 4:17

• Malachi 3:2

• Isaiah 25:9

• Romans 9:33

• Mark 8:38

• 2 Timothy 2:15



1 John 2:28-29

• “Everyone who practices righteousness is 

born of Him”

– Is not “To be born of Him, practice 

righteousness.”

– Literally, “the one doing righteousness has 

been born of Him.”

• Be careful not to make assumptions about the one 

not doing righteousness. 

• This scripture only tells us about the one doing

righteousness.



1 John 2:28-29
• Word study: φανερόω [phaneroo /fan·er·o·o/] 

– “Appearing”  To make manifest, to expose or reveal.

– From φαίνω [phaino /fah·ee·no/]

• Source of the English word “Phantom”

– An apparition 

– A visible manifestation of a ghost

– Now we see by faith, but then we shall see 

face to face!

• Will we be ashamed?



1 John 2:28-29
• Translation issues

– “And now, children, stay with Christ. Live 

deeply in Christ. Then we’ll be ready for him 

when he appears, ready to receive him with 

open arms, with no cause for red-faced guilt 

or lame excuses when he arrives.” (1 John 

2:28, The Message) 

• Totally backward, man-centered (humanistic) 

theology

• This humanism is rampant in The Message



1 John 2:28-29
• Translation Issues

– NIV, TEV, NLT, HCSB all have something 

close to “everyone who does what is right has 

been born of Him.”

• It is doubtful that “doing what is right” and 

“practicing righteousness” is equivalent.



Questions?
• New:  Verse-by-Verse!

• Coming tomorrow: New article – Rethinking Acts 2:38

• Email me! randy@randywhiteministries.org


