


Listening Instructions

• If you have sound problems during the 

session, switch “Audio options” at the left 

of your screen.

• Another audio option: 

www.blogtalkradio.com/randywhite

• Two phone options:

– 949-202-4265, PIN 1478315

– 347-215-7254

• 

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/randywhite


1 John 2:1-2

• The compassion of John shows through in 

his use of the term, “Little children” 

(Teknion).

– 1 John 2:1, 2:12, 2:28, 3:7, 3:18, 4:4, 5:21 all 

contain teknion

– The only other use in the New Testament is 

John 13:33

– John uses the word “children” (Tekna) to refer 

to believers and “Son” (huios) to refer to 

Jesus.

• 1 John 3:1, 3:2, 3:10, 5:2 all contain tekna



1 John 2:1-2

• “These things I write…”

– We deceive ourselves if we say we have no 

sin. (1:8, 10)

– If we confess our sins, we find forgiveness 

and cleansing (1:9)

• “…so that you may not sin.”

– Notice it is not “so that you cannot sin.”

– “Sin management” involves admission and 

confession.



1 John 2:1-2

• In the case of almost certain sin, we have a 

paraclete in Jesus Christ, the righteous.

– In all other passages, the “one called alongside” is the 

Helper / Comforter.

– Since these English words would not adequately 

describe the work done, “Advocate” is used.

• Note that “the Father” is the one to whom we are 

accountable.

– We can sin against Christ (1 Cor 8:12)

– We can sin against the Spirit (Mark 3:29)

– We are held accountable by God the Father



1 John 2:1-2

• The propitiation for our sins: Jesus Christ. 1 Jn 2:1, 4:10

– Propitiation is the “appeasing” or the full-payment for our sins.

– Atonement in the New Testament:

• Romans 5:10 KJV is “reconciliation” in all other KJV locations

• Atonement is used 82 times in the KJV, and only Romans 5:10 is in the New 

Testament

• Only NIV uses “atoning” in 1 John 2:2, 4:10

– The common terminology among pastor’s and theologians is 

atonement, but this is not Biblical terminology at all!

• Why?  Because to “atone” is “to cover”

• The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) is the Day of Covering.



1 John 2:1-2

• The propitiation for the sins of the “whole world”
– The Calvinist position, represented by R.C. Sproul

– So what is John telling us? If he means what our friends who don’t 

believe in limited atonement think he means, just as with the rest of their 

“proof-texts,” then he means too much. That is, if the text means that 

Jesus covered all the sins of all people, then we can rest assured that 

all people will be in heaven. The text then teaches not unlimited 

atonement, but universalism. How could a person suffer in hell if his sins 

had already been covered? Instead what John is telling us here, in 

context, is simple enough. Jesus did not come to atone for just the sins 

of the Jews. God’s plan was neither to condemn all the Gentiles, nor to 

send a savior different from Jesus to cover the sins of the Gentiles. 

Instead, Jesus came and suffered for the sins of all of God’s people, the 

Jews and the Gentiles. (http://rcsprouljr.com/blog/ask-rc/rc-give-

thoughts-1-john-22-and-propitiation-sins-world/)

http://rcsprouljr.com/blog/ask-rc/rc-give-thoughts-1-john-22-and-propitiation-sins-world/


1 John 2:1-2
• Questioning Sproul’s Assumptions

– If all sins are paid for, does that necessitate universalism?  Can we “rest 

assured that all people will be in heaven” if “whole world” means 

“unlimited atonement?”

• Can God, in His Sovereignty, declare that all sins are paid for, and 

that those who would receive this payment may do so by faith?

• If a victim goes to prison for punishment of his crime, does that 

restore that which the victim lost?

• If a sinner dies in his sin to bear his punishment, does that restore 

the honor which God lost?

• God’s honor is restored in Christ.

• Our Gospel is to tell the world that their sins are paid in full, and 

God will give them eternal life by His grace, through faith.

– Is John saying, “Jesus also died for gentiles?”

• Christ’s death for the gentiles as well as the Jews was NEVER a question 

among the Jews.

• The Jews debated whether a gentile in Christ needed obedience to the Law, 

but NEVER whether His sins were covered in Christ.



1 John 2:1-2
• Translation issues

– “Atoning Sacrifice” –NIV, NLT, The Voice

– The Message: I write this, dear children, to guide you out of sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have a Priest-Friend in the presence of the Father: 

Jesus Christ, righteous Jesus. 

– The Voice: You are my little children, so I am writing these things to help 

you avoid sin. If, however, any believer does sin, we have a high-

powered defense lawyer—Jesus the Anointed, the righteous—arguing 

on our behalf before the Father. 2 It was through His sacrificial death 

that our sins were atoned. But He did not stop there—He died for the 

sins of the whole world.



Teaching Outline
• The Word of God is the only sure protection from 

entering into sinful behavior.

– “Thy word have I hidden in my heart that I may not sin 

against Thee.” Psalm 119:11

– Churches that do not consistently expound on the 

Word will be full of members whose lives are littered 

with sin

– Families that do not teach their children the Bible will 

experience sin in the lives of the children.

• Wholesome activity is not sufficient to avoid sinful behavior

– This is not to say that Bible-teaching churches or 

families will be sin-free



Teaching Outline
• The printed Word of God is the only sure 

protection from entering into sinful behavior.

• The living Word of God is the only resource to 

solve our sin problem.

– Counsel, accountability, and guardianship may curb 

our sinful activity, but they do not offer removal of our 

sin and the imputation of full righteousness.

– Jesus Christ has so completely satisfied the demands 

of God as it relates to sin that there is no further price 

to be paid. Forgiveness and eternal life are freely 

available by faith alone.

– The Gospel message can now be preached to all the 

world and offered to everyone.



Questions?
• Next week’s Bible study link: 

http://RandyWhite.enterthemeeting.com/m/NFNDTHBE

• I will register you for the automatic follow-up. 

Use the “Update Preferences” at the bottom of 

any email to remove this.

• Join us Tuesday at 4:00PM for Ask the 

Theologian. www.blogtalkradio.com/randywhite

– 1-855-437-9448 option 2 to prerecord your question

• Join us in Israel March 5-15

http://www.randywhiteministries.org/travel-to-

israel-march-5-15-2014/

• Email me! randy@randywhiteministries.org

http://randywhite.enterthemeeting.com/m/NFNDTHBE
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/randywhite
http://www.randywhiteministries.org/travel-to-israel-march-5-15-2014/

