
                

 

 

Important Note: 

Each individual associated with a farm business is granted up to €1500 of advice 

per Theme. All farm visits are grouped per theme. Please ask your local CSFO if 

you have any queries. 
 

Water Capital Grants :  Advice Theme 3 .Make the most of the in-field options and grants on offer 

 

Maximising Countryside Stewardship Opportunities through CSF 

Provides advice on the most effective deployment of Mid-Tier Countryside Stewardship options and to 

address catchment specific water and air pollution issues - prior to a Mid-tier application. WQ1-K (4 BASIS) 

 

Whole Farm Assessment:  Advice Theme 5.  Manage your on-farm risks to your business resilience 

and sustainability and the natural environment. 

 

Catchment Sensitive Farm Review: This visit will investigate, explain and recommend ways to reduce 

any sources of pollution from the farm to local waterbodies and the air. Advice will be given on appropriate 

ammonia reduction measures and their possible business implications, as well as measures to protect any 

local water body. WQ1-A (4 BASIS) 

Farm Review Post-advice 

Post-Advice Follow-Up & Farmer Support. WQ1-P 

 

Nutrients Theme 6. Improve profitability and reduce nutrient losses by maximising nutrient use, 

effective use of rotational inputs incl. organic manures.  Helps with Farming Rules for Water & NVZ 

compliance on-farm. 

 

Nutrient Management Plan This advice visit can increase the skills and knowledge of the farmer/ land 

manager, to assist and enable them to produce their own Nutrient Management Plan to improve the 

nutrient use efficiency on the farm and to reduce losses to water and air, thereby reducing the source of 

pollution. 5 fields will be used to produce example crop/ forage nutrient plans to enable the farmer to gain 

knowledge of collating fertiliser plans. WQ1-B (4 BASIS) 

Machinery Testing and Calibration: This visit will look at fertiliser OR manure spreaders to improve the 

effectiveness and efficiency of machinery. An MOT-style check will be carried out and a written report 

provided to the farmer. One product used on farm will be tested with a calibrated machine to demonstrate 

the benefits. WQ1-G  

Soil and Manure Sampling: with various interpretations according to farm type.  

WQ1a –M:  

• 1 standard soil sampling with no interpretation  (up to 5 fields) 

• 2 standard soil sampling certificates with interpretation and crop recommendations (up to 5 fields) 

• 3 standard soil sampling including estimation of soil nitrogen status (SNS), certificate with 
interpretation and recommendations Normally on 1 field for a farm 

• 4 soil mineral nitrogen (SMN) sampling and analysis with estimation of SNS.  Certificate with 
interpretation with recommendations Normally on 1 field for a farm 

• 5 Slurry Manure Sampling and Analysis.  Certificate with interpretation and recommendations  Up 
to 3 samples of either FYM, slurry or digestate/farm 

Soil and Nutrient planning: This advice visit will identify 3 water risk issues with you on the farm. For 

example, areas of poaching, pollutant pathways to drains and watercourses, compaction and waterlogging. 

Advises remedial management options to alleviate the risk or repair the damage observed. Undertakes soil 

structural examination and fertiliser plan for two fields. WQ1-Q (4 BASIS) 

FREE One-to-One Advice 

 

 



 

Soils Theme 7.  How to improve your soil organic matter & soil structure, reduce run-off & sediment 

loss. 

 

Specific Sector-Based Training: Advice on how to reduce water pollution from specific land uses such as 

Maize, Potatoes, non-Environmental Permitting Regulations (formerly non-IPPC) Pigs and Poultry, 

Horticulture & Soft Fruit, Sheep, Root vegetables and Anaerobic Digestors.  WQ1-F (6 BASIS) 

 

Soil Husbandry: This visit aims to reduce the risk of erosion & runoff sediment on water quality.  Advice 
will be given on 5 fields’ soil structure, husbandry and management practices to reduce soil erosion and run 
off. WQ1-H (4 BASIS) 
 

Assess and Monitor Soil Health: To assess the soil for key indicators of soil health through kitchen 

science tests, soil analysis (incl. soil organic matter and respiration) and profile via field examination, incl. 

earthworm counts. Your adviser will discuss future management practices that would improve the results 

that would also empower the farmer/land manager to continue monitoring soil health on-farm. WQ1-U  

(6 BASIS) 

 

Pesticides & Water Quality Theme 8. Advice to identify & reduce pesticide risks and improve 

pesticide facilities 

 

Keeping Pesticides out of Water: This visit will give detailed practical advice to farmers and farm staff 

who apply pesticides to improve the storage, handling, field application and disposal of pesticides in order 

to reduce the risk of water contamination. WQ1-I (NRoSO 4 and /or 4 BASIS) 

 

Pesticide Filling/Wash-down Facilities and Bio-bed/Biofilter Design: This visit provides design support 

and advice where there is a need to improve pesticide filling and wash-down areas and/or facilities for the 

disposal of spills, drips or washings etc. and will focus on the design, use, maintenance and management 

of biobeds and biofilters and can be useful prior to capital grant applications.  WQ1-J (NRoSO 4 and /or  

4 BASIS) 

 

Farm Infrastructure Theme 9.  Review the capacity & condition of your farmyard, tracks & 

machinery operations with costings for capital works and grant advice 

 

Farm Infrastructure Audit: This audit will focus on all the holding’s farmyards and their surrounding 

curtilage, sheep dip areas and field manure heaps. It will review the capacity, condition and suitability of 

infrastructure for managing slurry/manure/effluent/runoff from silage, other feed, sheep dip, fuel oil, 

pesticides and yard run-off to reduce the risk of pollution in relation to both air and water. WQ1-C (4 BASIS) 

Slurry/Manure/Silage Handling and Storage: This visit will provide recommendations on how to minimise 

losses of nutrients from slurry, silage and manures during handling and storage. Includes recommendations 

of business restructuring and financial costs for the range of possible solutions therefore detailed financial 

information is required by the adviser for the visit and report to be effective.  WQ1-D (8 BASIS) 

FIA Follow –up:  

Farm Infrastructure Audit Report Review. To review infrastructure audits with an assessment of 
completed activities & draw up a new work plan to prioritise further investments.  WQ1-N  
Farm Machinery Management: Advice from a machinery specialist giving detailed recommendations for 

the setting-up, operation and movement of your existing machinery or machinery replacement with 

illustration of cost-benefit. The movement and operation of machinery can have a significant effect on soil 

condition and can therefore play an important role in the reduction of pollution. WQ1-R (4 BASIS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Air Quality Theme 10.  How to tackle ammonia losses in both Arable and/or Livestock situations 

 

Reducing Ammonia Emissions 

Conserving Nitrogen through reducing ammonia emissions from slurry, livestock housing and the spreading 

of manufactured fertilisers, particularly urea.  AQ1-A (4 BASIS) 

Livestock Nutrient Planning 

Animal nutrition to reduce losses of nutrients & ammonia to the environment by reviewing the diets and 
inputs of the different classes of livestock.  AQ1-B (4 BASIS) 
 

Water Resource Management Theme 11.  Improve efficient use of water by planning for the future 

and improve business resilience to climate change by identifying risks of current practices & land 

use.  Includes design of new drainage systems & ditch maintenance, and can be useful prior to 

capital grant applications. 

 

Water Pathway Management:  A specialist soil/water engineer will produce costed recommendations to 

slow or divert any run off and reduce the connectivity to sensitive waterbodies. Advice on track 

management, wetland creation, silt traps, gateway movement & soil compaction. WQ1-E (4 BASIS) 

Water Holding Design and Management:  Advice on the placement, design, construction, management 

and cost of a specific farm wetland, sustainable drainage feature (SuDS) or water holding feature on farm.  

Will help with field, track & yard run off and/or movement of pollutants via water channels on farm. WQ1-L 

(4 BASIS) 

Managing Land Drainage Systems to minimise water pollution: Provides bespoke land drainage advice 

and measures to mitigate the adverse impact on water quality. Assess the degree of connectivity between 

field drains and surface water bodies and assesses the condition of the receiving ditch. WQ1-S (4 BASIS) 

Natural Flood Management: To provide advice and guidance on the suitable placement, design, 

construction, management and cost of appropriate measures to help mitigate flood risk within upper 

catchments to reduce the impact of flooding in the lower catchment.  WQ1-T (4 BASIS) 

Water Resources Audit: 

To provide detailed, practical training and information to farmers in order to reduce the impacts of Diffuse 

Water Pollution from Agriculture. Aimed at farms in areas of water stress and risk of over-abstraction. 

Appropriate for a group of farmers where water use on farms is impacting on local water quality.  WQ1-V  

(6 BASIS) 

NEW: Woodland for Air and Water  
Advice on opportunities for tree planting to address air and water quality and flooding risk. (BASIS 6) 

 

 

If you have land in North Beds, North Bucks or South Northants and would like  
more information or book one of  these FREE visits then please contact your local 
CSF Officer: 

Simon Bateman - Upper Gt Ouse (West) Catchment:  

Mob :  07768 873942 email:  simon.bateman@naturalengland.org.uk  

 

For Air Quality and Ammonia issues across the whole area:  

Patrick Welsh (Air Quality CSFO) 0208026 3837 / 07557 631389 
patrick.welsh@naturalengland.org.uk  

Check whether you are in a High Water Priority area by entering your farm 
postcode at www.magic.gov.uk  

 

http://www.magic.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CSF Target Areas where one-to-one advice (including endorsement of Countryside Stewardship applications) is 

available 


