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Introduction 
Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 8:11-14, 17-20  
Text: Proverbs 18:12 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is 

humility. 
 
Deu 8:11  Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, 
and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:  
Deu 8:12  Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt 
therein;  
Deu 8:13  And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, 
and all that thou hast is multiplied;  
Deu 8:14  Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee 
forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;  
Deu 8:17  And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
wealth.  
Deu 8:18  But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.  
Deu 8:19  And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, 
and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish.  
Deu 8:20  As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; 
because ye would not be obedient unto the voice of the LORD your God.  
Text: Proverbs 18:12 
Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility. 
 
Pride and humility are not only signs but causes of future failure and success.  The Word of God 
does not leave any doubt as to God’s opinion of pride and humility.  When Adam and Eve sinned 
their nature changed.  God knowing that in their sinful nature they had become susceptible to 
pride, He included much instruction in the Word of God regarding pride and humility.  The root 
and origin of sin involves pride.  Isaiah 14:12-15 
 Isa 14:12  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut 
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  
Isa 14:13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north:  
Isa 14:14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.  
Isa 14:15  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.  
Isaiah, being inspired by the Holy Spirit, is writing concerning Babylon and the Babylonian king, 
but is referring to Lucifer and his demons’ fall from heaven. 
The first sin on earth, also, involved pride: 
Gen 3:5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.  
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I. PRIDE.   “Before destruction the heart of man is haughty,”   
  

1. What Is Pride?  Pride puts everything in disorder.  The proper value is not placed 
on God and self. 

 Webster (1828):  1. Inordinate self-esteem; an unreasonable conceit of one's own 
superiority in talents, beauty, wealth, accomplishments, rank or elevation in 
office, which manifests itself in lofty airs, distance, reserve, and often in contempt 
of others. 

 Otherwise defined to be “an attitude of self-sufficiency, self-importance, and self-
exaltation in relation to God; Toward others it is an attitude of contempt and 
indifference.” 
A. There is no justification or reason for pride in man before God.  Man is the 

creature and God is the Creator.  Without God man does not exist.  Man is 
here today, gone tomorrow; God is from everlasting to everlasting; He is 
self-existent, man came from God. Man is ignorant and God is omniscient. 

B. Pride is a foolish thing.  Pride caused the fall of Satan and proud man 
follows him and his devils to perdition.  Look ahead to the result of pride. 

C. Pride is a flexible thing.  It changes shape.  The poor, the rich, the 
ignorant, the learned, the dissenter and the churchman are all subject to 
pride.   

2. The Seat Of Pride Is The Heart.  Pro 4:23  Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life.  As he had access in the garden, Satan has access to 
the heart of man, and must be guarded against.  Make the fountain (heart) pure 
and the stream (life) will be sweet.  By God’s grace man’s heart may be kept so 
that no pride can enter there. 

3. The Consequence Of Pride.  “Destruction” is the sure result, as is repeatedly 
illustrated in the Scripture: 
A. Lucifer, a son of the morning, became the Lord of Darkness, Satan, the 

Fallen One, because he became proud.  Here is the origin of all sorrow and 
death. 

B. Eve was beguiled by Satan to seek “to be as gods.”  Through that pride 
Adam and Eve fell, they died, and their descendants became sons of toil 
and sorrow. 

C. David, a man after God’s own heart, numbered the people of Israel that he 
might show how great his empire was. As a result 70,000 men died. 

D. King Hezekiah, in pride, displayed his riches resulting in great loss. 
 2Ki 20:12  At that time Berodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king of 

Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that 
Hezekiah had been sick.  
2Ki 20:13  And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the 
house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and 
the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was 
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found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his 
dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not.  
2Ki 20:14  Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said 
unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? 
And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country, even from 
Babylon.  
2Ki 20:15  And he said, What have they seen in thine house? And 
Hezekiah answered, All the things that are in mine house have they seen: 
there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them.  
2Ki 20:16  And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD.  
2Ki 20:17  Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that 
which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into 
Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD.  
2Ki 20:18  And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt 
beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the 
king of Babylon.  

  E. Nebuchadnezzar demonstrated his pride: 
Dan 4:30  The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have 
built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the 
honour of my majesty?  
And, was humiliated by God (what a blessing): 
Dan 4:31  While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 
heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom 
is departed from thee.  
And came to a different conclusion: 
Dan 4:37  Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that 
walk in pride he is able to abase. 
 
Every sinner must have their heart emptied of all pride so that God will 
occupy.  There has to be a state of perfect emptiness; God will share with 
nothing.  As with Nebuchadnezzar, such a condition requires the work of 
God. 
 

  F. By God’s grace and power every believer enjoys eternal security. 
Eph 4:30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 
unto the day of redemption. But, as illustrated in scriptural accounts, much 
can be lost through pride. 

  G. A scriptural example that might be particularly applicable to this group: 
   II Chronicles 26:1-23 (1-16) 

2Ch 26:1  Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen 
years old, and made him king in the room of his father Amaziah.  
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2Ch 26:2  He built Eloth, and restored it to Judah, after that the king slept 
with his fathers.  
2Ch 26:3  Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to reign, and he 
reigned fifty and two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was 
Jecoliah of Jerusalem.  
2Ch 26:4  And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, 
according to all that his father Amaziah did.  
2Ch 26:5  And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had 
understanding in the visions of God: and as long as he sought the LORD, 
God made him to prosper.  
2Ch 26:6  And he went forth and warred against the Philistines, and brake 
down the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, 
and built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philistines.  
2Ch 26:7  And God hAelped him against the Philistines, and against the 
Arabians that dwelt in Gurbaal, and the Mehunims.  
2Ch 26:8  And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his name spread 
abroad even to the entering in of Egypt; for he strengthened himself 
exceedingly.  
2Ch 26:9  Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, 
and at the valley gate, and at the turning of the wall, and fortified them.  
2Ch 26:10  Also he built towers in the desert, and digged many wells: for 
he had much cattle, both in the low country, and in the plains: 
husbandmen also, and vine dressers in the mountains, and in Carmel: for 
he loved husbandry.  
2Ch 26:11  Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting men, that went out to 
war by bands, according to the number of their account by the hand of 
Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, one 
of the king's captains.  
2Ch 26:12  The whole number of the chief of the fathers of the mighty men 
of valour were two thousand and six hundred.  
2Ch 26:13  And under their hand was an army, three hundred thousand 
and seven thousand and five hundred, that made war with mighty power, 
to help the king against the enemy.  
2Ch 26:14  And Uzziah prepared for them throughout all the host shields, 
and spears, and helmets, and habergeons, and bows, and slings to cast 
stones.  
2Ch 26:15  And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning men, 
to be on the towers and upon the bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great 
stones withal. And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously 
helped, till he was strong.  
2Ch 26:16  But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his 
destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into 
the temple of the LORD to burn incense upon the altar of incense.  
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2Ch 26:17  And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him 
fourscore priests of the LORD, that were valiant men:  
2Ch 26:18  And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It 
appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the LORD, but to 
the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out  
of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine 
honour from the LORD God.  
2Ch 26:19  Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn 
incense: and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up 
in his forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, from beside 
the incense altar.  
2Ch 26:20  And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon 
him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out 
from thence; yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the LORD had 
smitten him.  
2Ch 26:21  And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and 
dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the house 
of the LORD: and Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging the 
people of the land.  
2Ch 26:22  Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah the 
prophet, the son of Amoz, write.  
2Ch 26:23  So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his 
fathers in the field of the burial which belonged to the kings; for they said, 
He is a leper: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead.  

 
II. Humility.   “Before honor is humility.” 
 
 1. What Is Humility?  Webster (1828) defines humility: 

1. In ethics, freedom from pride and arrogance; humbleness of mind; a modest 
estimate of one's own worth. In theology, humility consists in lowliness of mind; a 
deep sense of one's own unworthiness in the sight of God, self-abasement, 
penitence for sin, and submission to the divine will. 
 
C.H. Spurgeon stated that humility is “to think rightly of ourselves.” 
Man should strive to think of himself as God thinks of him.  Honor to man may be 
allowed and even serve to glorify God (e.g., Joseph and Daniel), but pride of it is 
destructive.  Only through the Word of God and work of the Holy Spirit is true 
humility possible. It must involve fervent and constant prayer to God for His 
humbling grace. 
True humility is not underrating one’s self.  That is an attempted “short-cut” to 
humility, but true humility can be difficult and elusive.  A dear older preacher 
advised a newly called young preacher that he did not need to declare at the 
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beginning of a sermon how weak and incapable he is—because his hearers are 
just about to find that out for themselves.  

 2. Humility, like pride, Resides In The Heart.   
  Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.   
  How can this raging battle for man’s heart be won? 

A. An intimate knowledge of one’s own heart is a necessity, and that must be 
from God’s perspective.  What is there to be proud of? 
Psa 139:23  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts:  
Psa 139:24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting.  

  B. Humility must be continually sought after. It must come from God. 
C. An imitation humility is a distasteful form of pride.  A grand display of 

pride, a lack of humility, is often seen in religion.    
The Laodiceans were proud and did not realize it: 
Rev 3:17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and  
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and  
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  
Even the Pharisee thought he was humble: 
Luk 18:11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank  
thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or  
even as this publican.  
Luk 18:12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  

  D. Consider expressions of humility in the Word of God: 
   Abraham 

Gen 18:27  And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:  
Jacob 
Gen 32:10  I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; 
Job 
Job 40:4  Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand 
upon my mouth.  
Apostle Paul 
Rom 7:18  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good  
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is  
goodI find not.  

 3. The Results Of Humility. 
1Pe 5:5  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be 
subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble. 
Luk 14:11  For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.  
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The humble man will feel: 
A. The native unworthiness of his own state and character. 
B. The imperfections of his attainments. 
C. His moral weaknesses and defect, and will lament and confess them. 
D. He will depend on divine grace and give all honor and glory to God. 

 4. Humility Should Clothe Our Christianity. 
  A. Our profession. 
  B. Our religious exercises. 
  C. Our duties and labors in the cause of God. 
  D. It is the proper clothing for all ages and classes of Christians. 
 
III. Perfect Humility—Jesus Christ. 
 1. His Public Ministry began with Matthew 5:1-5 

Mat 5:1  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was 
set, his disciples came unto him:  
Mat 5:2  And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,  
Mat 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Mat 5:4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  
Mat 5:5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  
A. The poor in spirit—are those who are aware of their poverty which places 

them at the door mercy.  The kingdom of heaven is theirs, and the good 
news of the Gospel of peace is theirs to take to the world. 

B. Those that mourn—for sin, for their own sins, which is always is always 
with them; for the sins of others, for all that is against the  
Savior.  Though they appear sorrowful and distressed, they are blessed.   
They are comforted by the God of all comfort, by Christ the comforter, by 
the Holy Spirit of God whose work and office it to comfort; by the 
scriptures, and by the sure promises of God.  They shall be comforted 
eternally, by the blood of Christ, as they enjoy the continual presence and 
communion with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—in the happy society of 
the holy angels and glorified saints. 

C. The meek—will not inherit this sin-cursed earth, but the new earth, being 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 
 
Note: “Meek” does not imply “weak.”  When the ancient Greeks’ warrior 
horses trained to the point that they could be trusted in the heat of battle to  
do what was expected of them, no matter the circumstances, they were  
determined to be “praus,” or “meek.” Although those horses were large,  
powerful animals capable of killing enemies in battle, they were referred  
to as meek. 
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 2. Jesus Became Incarnate Humility.   
  The Christ left heaven, came to earth and took upon Himself the form of a man;  

Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many (Matt 20:28). 
 
He became the perfect example of humility. 

  Philippians 2:5-7 
  Php 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  

Php 2:6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God:  
Php 2:7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
 
The Gospel of John does not contain the word “humble.”  But note how His 
humility is expressed—especially notice His use of “not” and “nothing” in 
reference to Himself. 
5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things 
soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise  
5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is 
just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent 
me. 
6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him 
that sent me. 
7:16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent 
me.  
7:28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye 
know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, 
whom ye know not.  
8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall 
ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath 
taught me, I speak these things. 
8:42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I 
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.    

  8:50 And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth.   
14:10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words 
that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
doeth the works.  
 
He became nothing that God might be all (Perfect Nothingness).  He submitted 
Himself entirely to the Father.  And, He offers Himself to us as our perfect 
example and teacher. 
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3. Only God Is Holy. 
A. Humility is the displacement of self to allow the enthronement of God.  

True humility requires death.  The Apostle Paul found this to be so: 
1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, I die daily.  

B. The seeking soul must, by the working of God’s grace, die to sin that God 
may then occupy a newly born soul.  It is though humility that God brings 
a soul to a state of perfect nothingness removing every hindrance to faith.  
Humility makes the soul desire to please Him by trusting in Him fully.  

C. Perfect nothingness must be the beginning of every successful prayer; the 
basis of any service to God.  Therefore, the Christian should receive gladly 
whatever can humble him before God. 

D. Complete proof of Christ’s humility, of Him giving up His will to the will 
of God is seen in His obedience to die. 

 Mat 26:39  And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.   

 4. The Eternal Result. 
  Php 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  

Php 2:6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God:  
Php 2:7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  
Php 2:8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  
Php 2:9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name:  
Php 2:10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth;  
Php 2:11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 
Heb 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  

 
 
 
 
   

    
 


