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MOTIVATION FOR THE SUBJECT: Rosie O’Donnell stated 
regarding her same sex marriage that society had far more to fear 
from radical Christianity than from gays and lesbians.  
READING: Mat 11:1-19 

TEXT: Mat 11:12  And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. 

OBJECTIVE: To Show That Radical Teachings Can Be Either Good or 
Bad, But Are Easily Distinguishable By The Actions That Accompany 
Them. 
DEFINITIONS: 
RADICAL (Websters 1828). Pertaining to the root or origin; original; 
primitive; fundamental, as in a radical truth or error. 

RADICAL as used in common language = Marked by a considerable 
departure from the traditional. Tending or disposed to make extreme 
changes in existing views, habits, conditions or institutions. 
FAMILY of GOD: 

! Includes all of the children of God in heaven and on earth.  Eph. 3:15  
! The family includes all believers. “Ye are the children of God by faith 

in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26) 
! Since the Old Testament saints were saved by faith in Christ (Acts 

10:43, Romans 4:16 etc.) They are all members of God’s family 
! When a man is born again he is born into the family of God.  He is in 

the family of God forever!.  The relationship does not change.  
Whether in heaven or on earth he is in God’s family 

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: 

! Includes all the saved on earth at any given time.  In John 3:35; 
Matt. 16:19;Luke 16:16; Rom. 14:17; Col. 1:13; John 18:36 the 
kingdom is said to be composed of all the born again on earth!  

! What is sometimes called “the spiritual kingdom” is composed only 
of those who have been born again, who have been “translated out 
of darkness into the kingdom of His dear son”.  



! When a man is born again he also enters into God’s Kingdom. The 
relationship is for life.  When he dies he passes out of the kingdom of 
God on earth and enters into “His heavenly kingdom” (II Tim 4:18)  

CHURCH:  

! The Greek word ekklesia, rendered "church" is derived from a word 
meaning "called out", and is used to indicate a company called out 
from a larger and more general assembly of people.  In the free 
Greek cities, it designated a company of persons possessed of the 
rights of citizenship and further charged with certain important 
functions of the administration in public affairs’ They were 
summoned, or called out, from the general mass of the people.  In 
the New Testament, the ekklesia is a company of persons called out 
and separate from the general citizenry and invested with certain 
privileges and responsibilities , while being charged with the duties 
of advancing the kingdom of Christ.  

! After a man has been born again he is not in a church of God, 
but is now a scriptural subject for admission into the church of 
God.  “The Lord added to the church daily those that were 
saved” (Acts 2:47) Church membership was not something a 
man got with salvation but was (and is) a subsequent blessing 
received after salvation by being added to one of the Lord’s 
churches.  Baptism is not essential to admission into either the 
family of God or the Kingdom of God: but baptism IS essential 
to admission into a church of God!!  

 

INTRODUCTION:  The central theme of the passage and the 
remaining part of Chapter 11 is to validate certain truths and correct 
some detrimental errors in their thinking. 

1) (Vs 2-6) Jesus Validates Himself to John and the People that 
he is indeed the anticipated Messiah, which is evidenced by 
the miracles they have seen.   

2) (vs 7-9) Jesus Validates John to the People as a Prophet 
sent by God, regardless of the confused motivations that 
brought them to hear John’s preaching and eventually pass 
judgment on how John compared to what they expected to 
see in him.  

3) (vs 10) Jesus begins to turn their attention to the subject of 
John’s preaching which is “the Kingdom of God Is at Hand” 
He does this by linking John to the prophecy of Malachi, the 
last recorded words of God spoken through a prophet for 



400 years. Mal 3:1  Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, 
even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the LORD of hosts. 

4) (vs 11) Jesus now makes a “radical” statement intended to 
pave the way for an even more radical challenge to their 
thinking regarding the Kingdom of Heaven which both He 
and John were preaching.  His statement Mat 11:11  Verily I say 
unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. Among those that are born of a woman is 
intended to show the carnal nature of the Kingdom 
throughout all the previous time in which Isreal was a 
physical kingdom with physical borders and its citizens were 
physically a part of it.  The statement regarding the least of 
those is the kingdom of Heaven being greater than John is 
implicating that any who has been born of the Spirit are 
greater than the most revered that are simply born of a 
natural birth.   

5)  (vs 12) Jesus now completely turns their thinking upside 
down with his statement Mat 11:12  And from the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it 
by force.  

A. To understand the full impact of this statement we have 
to look at what the Kingdom really was compared to what 
they “thought” it was! 

 

I. What Daniel Prophesied the Kingdom Would be:  Dan 2:44  And in the 
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Dan 2:45  Forasmuch as thou 
sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in 
pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the 
interpretation thereof sure.  

 

II. What the people “thought” the kingdom would be is a re-
establishment of a physical nation that would have expanded 
borders and would be ruled by a the physical presence of the 
Messiah.  They also expected a physical appearance of Elijah 
heralding its establishment.   



IMPORTANT:  The common interpretation of verse 12 can be 
summed up in the words of Adam Clarke,” He that will take, get 
possession of the kingdom of righteousness, peace, and spiritual joy, 
must be in earnest: all hell will oppose him in every step he takes; 
and if a man be not absolutely determined to give up his sins and 
evil companions, and have his soul saved at all hazards, and at every 
expense, he will surely perish everlastingly. This requires a violent 
earnestness.” 

While I agree that there must be a persistent earnestness in seeking 
salvation, that is NOT what this passage is about.  This passage is 
most certainly a rebuke of those who are carnally minded and 
believe the blessings of “peace with God” and “Heaven on Earth” can 
be obtained by man’s ways of establishing and maintaining earthly 
kingdoms by force. 

That this passage is truly talking about physical violence and those 
who would promote it to obtain the earthly kingdom is evident in 
three facts. 

1. That the Greek verb used here and translated  “suffereth 
violence” is used only here and in Luke 16:16 where it is 
translated “presseth”. Luk 16:16  The law and the prophets were until John: 
since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.  But 
to rightly interpret this verse you have to put it into the context 
of who Jesus is talking to and what he has just said in the 
previous verse to the Pharisees. Luk 16:15  And he said unto them, Ye are 
they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which 
is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.  

2. The Greek noun used for “Violent” is used only here in the New 
Testament and unquestionably means “those who practice 
violence”. It is rightly translated as that in every other Bible 
version, In the Amplified “…and violent men seize it by force” 

3. When Luke records the exact same conversation in Luke 7:18-
35 he does so almost word for word EXCEPT he does not record 
verse 12, but instead inserts a very pertinent observation of 
exactly what Jesus meant.  Luke inserts: “Luk 7:29  And all the people 
that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of 
John. Luk 7:30  But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptized of him.” 

 

(vs 13) Jesus makes the delineation between the Physical Kingdom 
and the Spiritual Kingdom in his statement that the Law and 



Prophets were “until John”. From John. The Kingdom is no longer 
prophesied, but has come! 

(vs 14) Jesus completely dismantles their carnal thinking by again 
quoting Malachi and showing that John indeed was the fulfillment of 
that prophesy and their expectations of a physical return Of Elijah 
was completely misplaced.  Mal 4:5  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:  

 

III. (vs 16-19) JESUS EXPOSE THE “FICKLE” AND “CARNAL” NATURE 
OF HUMANITY BY COMPARING THEM TO CHILDREN PLAYING IN THE 
STREETS. THEY DID NOT LIKE JOHN’S MESSAGE BECAUSE IT WAS 
TOO STERN AND RECLUSIVE, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME THEY 
DOUBTED JESUS’ MESSAGE BECAUSE HE WAS TOO SOCIAL AND 
INCLUSIVE FOR THEIR LIKING.  

 

IMPORTANT:  After upbraiding the disbelief of the various 
communities in which he has been preaching and teaching, He 
shows the true nature of how entrance is obtained into the Peaceful 
Kingdom over which He reigns. “Mat 11:28  Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  
Mat 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  
Mat 11:30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

 
IV. RADICAL ACTIONS OF A NEGATIVE NATURE ARE ALWAYS A 
GATEWAY TO VIOLENCE! 

RULES FOR RADICALS by Saul Alinski 
Dedication Page: “least we forget, give at least an over-the-shoulder acknowledgment to the 
very first radical from all of our legends, mythology and history.... the first radical known to 
man who rebelled against the establishment and did it so effectively that he at least won his 
own kingdom—Lucifer” 

YES…Lucifer did get his own Kingdom.  Look at it.  It is all around 
us and it is anything BUT heaven on earth.   Its end is destruction! 

 
V. THE RADICAL ACTIONS OF LUCIFER WERE EARMARKED BY 
VIOLENCE.  

Joh 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 



because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of 
his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

VI. VIOLENCE IS THE EVIDENCE OF CORRUPTION Psa 11:5  The LORD 
trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul 
hateth. 

Definition of Violence: Wrong; unjust gain; cruelty; damage to 
persons or property; injustice; oppression; unrighteousness; to 
assault; to do injury or hurt. 
 

A.WARNINGS GIVEN IN GOD’S LAW TO ISRAEL: 
Exo 23:1-3  Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the 
wicked to be an unrighteous witness.  2  Thou shalt not follow a multitude 
to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after many to 
wrest judgment:  3  Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his 
cause. 

B. MORAL CORRUPTION BROUGHT VIOLENCE IN THE 
ANTEDILUVIAN WORLD. 

1. Moral Corruption Begins With A Departure From God: 
Gen 6:1-8  And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face 
of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,  2  That the sons of 
God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them 
wives of all which they chose.  3  And the LORD said, My spirit shall not 
always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be 
an hundred and twenty years.  4  There were giants in the earth in 
those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto 
the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the 
same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.  5  And 
GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.  6  And it repented the LORD that he had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.  7  And the LORD said, I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both 
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them.  8  But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the LORD. 

2. Moral Corruption Was Seen By God Even Though The 
People Did Not See It Themselves: 
Gen 6:10-13 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  11  The 
earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence.  12  And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for 



all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.  13  And God said unto Noah, 
The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

C. LIKE NOAH WE MUST BE UPRIGHT AND BLAMELESS IN OUR 
GENERATION. Gen 6:9  These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just 
man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. 

D. IN ORDER TO BE UPRIGHT, WE MUST “WALK WITH GOD” 
1. Begins and then Continues by knowing and 
believing God’s Word.... Heb 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned of God 
of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of 
his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith. 

2. Requires Obeying What God Says To Do Gen 6:22  Thus did 
Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he. 
 
3. Requires Perseverance: - 120 Years!! 
 
 

E. WHAT DID JESUS TEACH ABOUT VIOLENCE? 
 

1. Source of Violence Lies In The Heart. Mat 15:19  For out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies: 

2. Live Bravely in the Face of Violence: Mat 10:28  And fear not 
them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 
3. Jesus Mandated a Response to Violence: 
Mat 5:9  Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. 

 
VII. TRUE WORSHIP OF GOD HAS ALWAYS BEEN RADICAL FOR THE 
PREVAILING ENVIRONMENT: BUT NEVER WITH VIOLENCE. 

- Noah built a boat 
- Abraham was a Monotheist 
- Joseph refused Potiphar’s wife 
- Moses left riches of Egypt 
- Gideon rejected 300,000 men and took God’s 300. 
- 3 Hebrew children in furnace 
- Daniel 
- Elijah 
- John The Baptist 



VIII.  FIVE (5) UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES IN GOD SANCTIONED 
RADICAL ACTIONS. 

1. Personal Communication With God 
2. Personal Holiness 
3. Situation Demands an Extreme Action 
4. Actions Must Agree With God’s Holy Character 
5. Intent is Always To Turn Men TOWARD God. 
 
 

IX.  JESUS WAS UNQUESTIONABLY A RADICAL FORCE THEN AND 
NOW! 

1. Overthrew Money Changers 
2. Made Sinners his Friends 
3. Declared Himself “the Son of God” 
4. Demanded absolute loyalty. 
5. Defied customs and traditions 
6. Claimed power to forgive sin 
7. Declared he would return from the dead. 
 
 

X. THE APOSTLES RADICAL DECLARATION 
Act 4:6-10  And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and 
as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at 
Jerusalem.  7  And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what 
power, or by what name, have ye done this?  8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel,  9  If we this 
day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he 
is made whole;  10  Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 

 
XI. SOME EXTREMS IN OUR WAYS 

A. Salvation by Grace Through Faith - NO WORKS! 
B. Broken-hearted Condition Required 
C. Praying Through and Altar Practices 
D. Regenerate Church Membership 
E. Immersion Only Biblical Way of Baptism 
F. Holiness in Life backed by Church Discipline 
G. Church Autonomy 
H. Holy Spirit Placed Pastors 
 



CONCLUSION: If You Will Be A True Follower of Christ, 
Your Actions Will Be Viewed As “Radical” by the Society 
in which you live. But your life will be clearly marked by 
“non violence”, an unquenchable thirst for truth, and  a 
clear reflection of God’s Holy Character. 

 


