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The Lamb’s Wife  

By Elder David Swindle  

Revelation 19:7-9 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of 

the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 

8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 

and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 

9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 

marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true 

sayings of God. 

Who is the Lamb? 

John 1:29  

29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

I Peter 1:18-20 

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 

things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by 

tradition from your fathers; 

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 

and without spot: 

20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 

was manifest in these last times for you, 

Jesus Christ is the Lamb 

Who is the Lamb’s wife? 

Some Beliefs of Others 

Universal Church Theory 

Some believe the universal church is a heavenly and eschatological assembly of everyone, past, present, 

and future, who belongs to Christ  

• The Bride consists of all saved individuals.  

• Some advocate that Israel will repent and come back and that she will ultimately be the Lamb’s 

wife.  
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What We Believe 

XIII. OF A GOSPEL CHURCH We believe that the visible church is a congregation of baptized 

believers, associated by covenant in faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the ordinances of 

Christ; governed by his laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by his word.  

The scriptures teach the church is the Bride of Christ.  

The church was established by Christ Himself while he walked here upon the Earth and all those churches 

that followed after her with same faith and practice.  

Ephesians 5:23-32 

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of 

the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 

their own husbands in every thing. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 

gave himself for it; 

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 

word, 

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, 

or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 

blemish. 

28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth 

his wife loveth himself. 

29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth 

it, even as the Lord the church: 

30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 

31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be 

joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 

32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

II Corinthians 11:2 

2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you 

to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

These verses clearly shoe that the church as the espoused Bride of Christ.  
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Characteristics of the Lamb’s Wife 

1. From where she comes  

Song of Solomon 8:5 

5 Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her 

beloved? I raised thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought 

thee forth: there she brought thee forth that bare thee. 

2. Her virtuous qualities, character, and faithfulness 

3. Her beauty  

A Galilean Wedding 

The Galilean wedding customs were unique from all other regions. Jesus and the apostles were from 

Galilee. In his teachings, he referred to those customs many times when teaching His disciples. This 

study will explore those customs in more depth and highlight their importance in Jesus teachings.  

In a Galilean wedding, a position held in high esteem was “The Friend of the Bridegroom.” This 

prominent figure was responsible for the entire event. His role was a rigorous work of love and grace, 

from beginning to end. 

John 3:28-30 

28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that 

I am sent before him. 

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 

bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of 

the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

John the Baptist is the designated Friend of the Bridegroom.  

In a Galilean wedding, the groom would go to the gates of the city, where there would be many witnesses, 

and the prospective bride would be summonsed. The father of the groom would be in attendance. The 

father would offer gifts to the bride. The groom would ask the bride to be his wife. She would answer in 

the affirmative or negative. If she answered in the affirmative, they entered into a covenant. The groom 

would drink of wine and then offer it to the prospective bride. If she drank of the wine, it sealed the 

covenant. The grooms last words were, “I will not drink from this cup again until I drink it with you in 

my father’s house.” 

Matthew 26:29 

29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, 

until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom. 
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Compare these to the word of our Lord. It is almost verbatim what was spoken at the first 

observance of the Lord’s supper.  

There is an offer and acceptance.  

Is there a parallel in the word of God?  

Genesis 24:1-8 

24 1And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the Lord had 

blessed Abraham in all things. 

2 And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over 

all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 

3 And I will make thee swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the 

God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the 

daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 

4 But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife 

unto my son Isaac. 

5 And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be 

willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto 

the land from whence thou camest? 

6 And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son 

thither again. 

7 The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and 

from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware 

unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his 

angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence. 

8 And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be 

clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again. 

Genesis 24:55-58 

55 And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a 

few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go. 

56 And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath prospered 

my way; send me away that I may go to my master. 

57 And they said, We will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth. 

58 And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this 

man? And she said, I will go. 
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It is clear Rebekah was given a choice to accept or decline the offer of marriage to Isaac.  

The Betrothal 

The betrothal is a period between the marriage covenant and the marriage supper, typically about one 

year. Every time the term “espoused” is used in the New Testament it is referring to being betrothed.  

Two things take place during the betrothal, or espousal, period.  

1. The groom goes back to his father’s house to prepare a place for his bride, a room built and 

furnished. Again, compare these to the words of our Lord 

John 14:1-3 

14 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have 

told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 

you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

2. The bride must prepare for the great supper.  

Revelations 19:7-8 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of 

the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 

8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 

and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 

The Preparation of the Bride 

Some would argue that the wedding garment is the imputed righteousness of Christ, while others would 

say it is the righteous works of the saints. There is a middle ground.  

Every redeemed, justified man in cleansed by the blood of Christ and the righteousness of God is imputed 

to him, we are new creatures in Christ Jesus.  

Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 

God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

What other preparation needs to take place?  

Ester’s preparation is a pattern for us. In Ester, all things necessary for her preparation were given to her.  
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Ester 2:9 

9 And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him; and he 

speedily gave her her things for purification, with such things as 

belonged to her, and seven maidens, which were meet to be given her, 

out of the king's house: and he preferred her and her maids unto the best 

place of the house of the women. 

Revelation 19:8  

8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 

and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 

Things Ester needed for purification were given to her.  

It is given to her through the Holy Spirit. The preparation involves the Bride’s actions as 

well as the Holy Spirit. Both are necessary.  

Ester was given 12 months for purification.  

Ester 2:12 

12 Now when every maid's turn was come to go in to king Ahasuerus, 

after that she had been twelve months, according to the manner of the 

women, (for so were the days of their purifications accomplished, to wit, 

six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet odours, and 

with other things for the purifying of the women;) 

By the washing of regeneration when the blood of Christ is applied, also by the continued cleansing of 

sanctification until the holiness of the Holy Spirit is perfected.  

Ephesians: 5:24-27 

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 

their own husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 

gave himself for it; 

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 

word, 

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, 

or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 

blemish. 

Set Apart from Sin to Holiness 

Matthew 5:48 
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48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 

perfect. 

Leviticus 11:44-45 

44 For I am the Lord your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and 

ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with 

any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

45 For I am the Lord that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be 

your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

I Peter 1:15-16 

15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation; 

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

We find in our Articles of Faith a brief description of sanctification:  

X. OF SANCTIFICATION – We believe that the sanctification is the process by which according to the 

will of God, we are made partakers of His holiness; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in 

regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the presence and power of the Holy 

Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use of the appointed means – especially the Word of 

God, self-examination, self-denial watchfulness in prayer.  

I Thessalonians 5:14-23  

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the 

feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men. 

15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that 

which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. 

16 Rejoice evermore. 

17 Pray without ceasing. 

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you. 

19 Quench not the Spirit. 

20 Despise not prophesyings. 

21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 

22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
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23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 

your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

John 17:17  

17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

I Peter 5:10 

10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 

Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, 

stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

In the Galilean wedding, when the bride was taken to the groom’s fathers house. The bride and groom 

would go into the wedding chamber to consummate their marriage. If it was proven that she is a virgin, 

the celebration would begin. If not, the wedding did not take place.  

The Lamb’s wife will most certainly be a virgin.  

II Corinthians 11:1-4 

11 1Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed 

bear with me. 

2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you 

to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his 

subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in 

Christ. 

4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not 

preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or 

another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with 

him. 

Paul is writing to the church at Corinth who had many errors of practice. He was reminding them they 

were espoused to one husband and to not take up with another.  

Idolatry is the worship of anything other than God. Idolatry is spiritual adultery.  

Mary and Joseph were espoused/betrothed. Thinking Mary had been unfaithful, Joseph sought to put her 

away privately – being a just man.  

Deuteronomy 22:20-24 

20 But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not found for the 

damsel: 
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21 Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house, 

and the men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die: because 

she hath wrought folly in Israel, to play the whore in her father's house: 

so shalt thou put evil away from among you. 

22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then 

they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and 

the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel. 

23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man 

find her in the city, and lie with her; 

24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye 

shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried 

not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his 

neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you. 

Under the law of Moses, Joseph had every right to put Mary away with the knowledge he 

had of the situation when it was found that she was with child.  

Who Will Be in the Bride? 

Will everyone that has truly been saved then seeks out the scriptural baptism in the Lord’s church 

be in the bride? NO 

Revelation 3:1-5 

3 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he 

that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, 

that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 

2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to 

die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 

3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, 

and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a 

thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 

4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their 

garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 

5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I 

will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his 

name before my Father, and before his angels. 

Few Are Worthy  

The promise is not a blanket promise to the church of Sardis but rather to the few which had not defiled 

their garments.  
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Matthew 10:37 

37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and 

he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

Proverbs 31:10-12  

10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. 

11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have 

no need of spoil. 

12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 

Revelation 3:7-12 

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith 

he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that 

openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 

8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no 

man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, 

and hast not denied my name. 

9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are 

Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and 

worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee 

from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try 

them that dwell upon the earth. 

11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no 

man take thy crown. 

12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and 

he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, 

and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which 

cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my 

new name. 

Who then are worthy?  

Philadelphia is the only church without a rebuke. There were words of praise for them.  

There is clearly a crown to win and a crown to lose.  

II Timothy 4:7-8 
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7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 

faith: 

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 

but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

Will every born again child of God who have followed the Lord in baptism, uniting with the Lords 

church, be a part of the Lamb’s wife? NO 

These are they that follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. They are without fault before the throne of 

God.  

It is the ones that walked according to the rule of faith and live a life that God would have them live as 

examples to the world.  

In most regions, a wedding date was set ahead of time. In Galilean wedding, a definite date was not set. 

The bride knew not the day or night the groom would come for her. Neither did the groom know. The 

father only knew the time. Compare this to the word of our Lord.  

Mark 13:32-37 

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 

which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 

34 For the Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his 

house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and 

commanded the porter to watch. 

35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house 

cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 

Our Lord emphasized the fact that they needed to be ready, lamps trimmed and burning bright.  

Luke 12:34-38 

34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; 

36 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will 

return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may 

open unto him immediately. 
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37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find 

watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make 

them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 

The bride knew not the hour. She had, over the course of many months prepared her dress and made 

herself ready. When the dress was finished she would stay ready continually. She would sleep in the dress 

along with her attendants. Usually, the bridegroom would come at night.  

At some point, the father would go into the chamber of his son and proclaim, “It is time to go get your 

bride.”  The bridegroom would get a rams horn, walking and blowing it through the streets, to wake 

everyone. He would go to the home of the bride and announce his arrival.  

Compare this to I Thessalonian 4:16  

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 

shall rise first: 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 

with the Lord. 

They would have a chair carried by others and the bride would be placed on the chair and carried through 

the city with much rejoicing. It was called, “Flying the Bride Home.”  

The bride and bridegroom and all those in the town that were ready with garments were invited to the 

supper. When they came in, the door was shut.  

The bride and groom would go into the chamber the groom had prepared, and they would consummate 

the marriage. The friend of the bridegroom would stand outside the door, and when he heard words as, 

“She has been faithful!”, The Friend of the Bridegroom would begin to rejoice and announce to the 

wedding party.  

John 3:29-30 

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 

bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of 

the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

Her Beauty 

Revelation 21:1-2 

21 1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the 

first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 
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2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God 

out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Come hither, I will shew you thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. Yet, he showed them the New Jerusalem.  

The Bride of Christ and the new Jerusalem signify the same thing.  

The city is symbolic of Her beauty, Her glory, and Her grandeur. It is the image of the Lamb’s wife in her 

final glory.  

Proverbs 31:10-12 

10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. 

11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have 

no need of spoil. 

12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 

Proverbs 31:28-29 

28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he 

praiseth her. 

29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. 

 

  



14 
 

Resources  

Booker, Richard. (1995). Here Comes the Bride. Houston, Texas: Sounds of the Trumpet.  

Carroll, B. H. (1948). An Interpretation of the English Bible. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Baker Book House.  

Edersheim, A. (1876). Sketches of Jewish social life in the days of Christ. London: The 

Religious tract Society. 

Edidin, Ben M.  (1941).  Jewish customs and ceremonies.  New York:  Hebrew 

Publishing Co 

Goodman, Philip, and Hanna. Goodman. (1965). The Jewish Marriage Anthology. [1st 

ed.], Jewish Publication Society of America. 

Kaufman, M., (1992). Love, marriage, and family in Jewish law and tradition. Northvale, 

New Jersey: J. Aronson 

McCarl, J. (2012). The Best Day of Forever. Biblical Diners Publishing. 

Russell, W.T. Study of Revelation 

The Holy Bible: King James Version. Nashville, Tennessee, Thomas Nelson 

Wilson, Marvin R., (1989). Our Father Abraham Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith, 

Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

 


