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OLD UNION MINISTER`S SCHOOL. 

LESSON FOR MARCH  2022. 
ELDER THOMAS O.  OLONDE 

  

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION. 
Introduction, simple a mission that is scripturally based. G.F Vicedom, while contending that the bible is 
not a book of theology as such, but a record of theology in mission—God in action on behalf of salvation 
of mankind said “the bible in its totality ascribes only one intention to God: to save mankind” 

George w. peters said that the” bible must be interpreted Christo centrically because Christ is the center 
of revelation and also the key to its understanding” 

Two terms are used in my subject, there is mission and missions, the terms are not used as plural to 
other and they are not synonyms.  

 Mission, is considered as absolute biblical assignment of the church of Jesus Christ, it includes the 
upward, inward and the outward ministry of the church. building schools, teaching, medical assistance. 
All activities that missionaries do in mission field, 

 Missions is specialized term meaning the commissioning or sending forth of authorized person beyond 
the borders of the New Testament church and her immediate gospel influence to proclaim the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to win converts from other faiths or non-faith to Jesus Christ, simply evangelizing or 
reaching out for lost and dying souls. 

Foundation. The survey of biblical basis for a worldwide mission of the church leads to a conclusion that 
the only one primary basis of mission is the triune God himself in his love and compassion for the world.  
Jn 3:16 

“Ultimately, the mission of the church finds its source only in the heart of God” van den berg 1956. The 
love of the father, incarnation, of his son and sending of his spirit, provides the origin and the motive 
force of all missionary activity.” Mission must be and is” mission dei triune” mission of triune God, or it is 
no mission at all.”  

It is through Christ, the son of GOD, that the people from all over the world are able to come in the spirit 
into the presence of the father Eph. 2: 18 

The mission of God comes through the coming of the king in the name of the father, who sends him, and 
in the power of the holy spirit, who fills him 

Question: does this exclude the church? 

Answer - no mission is, in a very real sense, mission – ecclesia, mission of the church. However, the 
mission is founded on the church” missio- dei triune “ 

Sending God, who sent his son, also sends his church. 
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Mission finds its supreme expression in the son, who by his redemptive and transforming incarnation 
founded a visible agency of salvation” the church” 

The church is his people called out of the world, placed in the world, and sent to the world” 

it is sent to the world with the kingdom message of reconciliation between God and people, and people 
themselves, the very spring of its actions being the love of Christ for the world 2cor. 5:14.  

Therefore, the missionary obligation of the church becomes the normal relation of each disciple to his or 
her lord. 

Note: By acknowledging the trinitarian basis as the primary reason for its world-wide mission, the 
church glorifies God in its mission.  

There may be more than one biblical motive for the world- wide mission of the church, but there is only 
one biblical basis for the mission that is, it is God`s mission. 

‘’ From beginning to end, the New Testament is a book of mission.  It owes its very existence to the 
missionary work of the early Christian churches, both Jewish and Hellenistic.  The Gospels are, as it 
were, living recordings of missionary preaching, and the Epistles are not so much some forms of 
missionary apologetic as they are authentic and actual instruments of mission work ‘’ verkuyi 1981, 45  

Theologies of mission. 

Mission is the church crossing- frontiers to the world witnessing to the kingdom of God. 

Missiology is the theology of the church crossing- frontiers, it reflects on every aspect of this crossing of 
the frontiers. A) social- political economic- context in which the church crossing frontiers operates 

B) the religious context in which the church encounters in the frontier. 

The role and function of those commonly referred to as missionaries engaged in the ministry of crossing 
frontiers. 

d) the cross-cultural communication process in mission. 

e)  the agent of mission (mission societies or churches) 

f) the relationship between mission and unity of the church as a worldwide a body of Christ. 

g) the relationship between older and younger churches or missions etc. 

1) what is theology of mission? 
It is one of many and varied aspect of missiology which aims at addressing some of the fundamental 
questions regarding the mission of the church. e.g: 

a) Why do we do mission work? I. e why do you carry this religion and no other religions into all 
the world? 

b) What do   we hope to achieve in the world through missionary involvement? 
c) Are you interested only in saving souls from eternal damnation, or do we also aim at changing 

the structures set away in which society or part of it, is organized of society? 
d) Is mission the same as evangelism and if not, what is the relationship between the two? 
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In short, what is the relationship between the church and the world? 
Note. Theology of mission concerns itself with issues that are fundamental and crucially 
important to the life of the church. 

2) the need for theology of mission. 
 

i. in the Old Testament, the emphasis is on the God as creator, ruler of the universe and God 
of the covenant with Israel, rather than explicitly on the him as God of the gentiles.ie 
mission is on the whole centripetal in the Old Testament rather than centrifugal or out. 

- The focus is on the people of Israel and the nations are on the periphery (arranged around 
them) 

ii. Mission as a calling of the church is far more explicit in the New Testament than the Old 
Testament, though the writing of New Testament span only a very short period of time 
about 40 years. 

the New Testament thus lacks the broad sweep and wide scope of the Old Testament writings.  
It deals almost exclusively with the life and ministry of Jesus and the missionary activities of the 
apostles. 
 Particularly Paul, during the very early stages. 
The socio-political context in the New Testament in which the New Testament writing move is fairly 
homogenous vis-Avis the Old Testament. 
The roman emperor rules the world around the Mediterranean Sea.  
Graeco- roman culture was common to all 
The liqua-franca was Greek. 

3) All this means, thirdly  
That whenever the church in mission moves in to a different cultural and social -political context, it 
cannot appeal to the New Testament text in a simple and direct way. It has to reinterpret the message 
for its own time and context. And this applies particularly to us today. 
There is an enormous distance, historical and otherwise, separating us from the New Testament in its 
original form. 
 fundamental changes have occurred in understanding and experience of society, politics, economics, 
culture and alike. 
 we cannot, therefore, apply those early statement on a one-to-one basis to our realities today. 
when we do this, we become unfaithful to the true message of the bible. The bible becomes an oracle 
which is applied indiscriminately to any situation. 
we then need to develop our own theologies in dialogue with the scriptures. 
This means that frequently, precisely in order to be true to the original intention of the scripture, we 
have to say and do things differently in our own time. 
Example the message of Jesus of Nazareth was creatively interpreted within the circumstances of new 
converts in Jerusalem, Antioch, Rome and Corinth. 
In other words, Jesus inspired his disciples to prolong and continue his own ministry in an imaginative 
and creative way amid historical circumstances that were in many respects new and different. 

4) It follows fourthly, 
That there is a need for the theology of mission because in the itself as well as the Old Testament we 
find different understanding of mission side by side. 
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This can be seen clearly, for instance, there are different emphasizes given by each of the four gospel 
authors.  
To Mathew- mission basically means building up of the community of true disciples. Only where such a 
community exists can they witness to those outside. Mathew portrays mission above all as enterprises 
of making disciples. 
Mark- here the emphasis throughout is the emphasis of missionary “the fisher of people” to his lord 
Jesus 
Luke- regards mission as a witness in the power of the holy spirit. He brings out the creative tension 
between, on the other hand, a concentration (Israel especially Jerusalem) as the fount of mission and on 
the other hand a concentration on the boundary- breaking nature of the church’s universal mission.  
John defines mission as proclaiming the forgiveness of sins  

- He regards mission in the context of glorification. 
- The fourfold “sending” in john serves as a mission of transfiguration (i.e., a mission that gives 

glory to God) 
a) john the Baptist is sent by God to testify about Jesus 
b)  Jesus is sent by the father to testify about the father and to do the father`s work 
c)  The spirit is sent by both the father and Jesus to give testimony about Jesus. 
d) The disciples are sent by Jesus to do as he did. 

Note: all of this put into context the mission in which not only are individuals being transformed but, in 
the fact, the whole cosmos. 

Conclusion, the rest of the New Testament follow a similar pattern----- that of describing the 
Christ event in such away it would make sense to his audience and his community. 
Note, these different theologies of mission are not in conflict with each other, but sometime 
times they are in tension with each other.  

- Thus, though there is only one “theology of mission” there are in fact different theologies 
existing side by side, supplement each other. 

- The gospel of Christ is like a multi-colored prism and each author revealed to his reader that 
“color” that made most sense to them. 

- Note as we reflect today on our own theologies of mission., we too should, like the New 
Testament authors attempt to recapture the spirit and ethos of Jesus and the early church and 
interpret those for and in our own context. 

 

introduction     
God’s Mission and Christ 
      

A.    The Promise to Abraham Reiterated in the N.T. 
1. Galatians 3.8 tells us that the gospel was Preached to Abraham ahead of time in Genesis          

12.3 saying, ‘’all the nations shall be blessed in you.’’ 
2. In Romans 4.13 Paul named Abraham as the heir of the world. Thus, the promise is 

obviously a spiritual one  
B.   Abraham’s Promise Fulfilled in Christ 

1.    The genealogy of Christ recorded in Matthew traces the beginning to Abraham.  
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2.     Galatians 3.16 says, ’Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does 
not say, and to seeds as referring to many, but rather to one and to your seeds, that is 
Christ.”  

3. Galatians 3-29 tells us that, ‘’if we are in Christ, we are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according 
to the promise given to Abraham” in Genesis 12. 

4. It is in Christ that all that has passed Converges, the laws, types, the promises, even history 
itself. 

C. Jesus Christ the perfect missionary model. 

1. His motivation was love for the Father and for mankind. 

2.He brought salvation to a lost world. 

3.He preached the good news of the kingdom, and he called all people to repentance. His kingdom was 
not only for the Jews but also for the gentiles. 

1) In Mathew 8:11 he says “and I say to you, that many shall come from east to west, and recline at 
the table with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 

2) Many of his parables were for the express purpose of communicating that it would be the 
uninvited(gentiles) who would be brought into the kingdom and the unworthy Israelites who 
were invited would be cast out. 

3) Even though he admitted that he came for Israel, he ministered to both jews and gentiles. 
 

D. Jesus Christ, master Trainer 

He also taught his disciples how to take his place by passing on his heart and his vision. 

a)  By observation and association, they experienced his lifestyle and his manner of relating to people 
and to his father. 

b) His assignments and teachings were the clearest way that he related his mission and his expectation 
for their ministry after he had gone to the father. 

1) Several passages in Mathew bear the principles and themes of missions from Jesus’ life and ministry: 
4:19,5:29-30, 8:11, all of chapter 10, 11:25-30, 19:28-30, 21:42-43, 24:13-14, 25:31-46, 26:13, and 28:18f 

Jesus taught in parables to explain to the disciples and other followers about their mission and what to 
expect after he was gone. Robert Culver presents a list of missions’ principles given by Jesus in parables 
from Matthew 13 and one from mark 4(Culver 1984,54-55): 

a) The four soils (Matt: 13:3-9, 18-23.) 
b) The seed sown in a field (Mark 4:26-29). 
c) The field which was sowed with wheat and tares (matt 13:24-30 ,36-43) 
d) The mustard seed (matt 13:31-32). 
e) Leaven in a bowl of meat (matt 13:33). 
f) Hidden treasure (matt 13:44) 
g) The pearl of great prize (matt 13:45-46) 
h) The drag-net of fish (matt 13:47-50). 
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E. Jesus Christ, lord of mission. 
 

1. He died and rose again so that all men might live. (Gal: 3:13-14 and john 12:32), and minister 
(luke11:23, gather or scatter). 

2. He ascended to the father where he receives authority, power and glory. 
3. He delivered to his followers what has become known as the great commission (matt28:18-30, 

mark 16:15, Luke 24:47, john 20:21). 
4. He sent the holy spirit to give power and authority for witness (acts 1:8). 
5. All this assured a continuation and acceleration of God’s mission in the world. 

 

God’s mission and the church. 
Abraham and the church. 

1. The true descendants of Abraham are the true recipients of the promise to him. 
(Romans 4:16-17) 

2. The church continues to fulfill the promise to Abraham in Christ as heirs of the promise 
(Galatians 3:29) 

The great commission. 
1. Christ gave his church the great commission (matt 28:18-20; mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; 

john20:21: acts 1:8) as her “marching orders” 
a. Focuses on the missionary nature of the church. 
b. Gives a blueprint of the missionary task. 
c. This task is valid because of Christ’s authority and power over the world, and it has 

been handed down to the church by Christ who is her head and authority. 
2. The great commission does not make Christianity a missionary religion. 

a. God is a missionary God, and this task of redeeming man has been on his heart since 
the fall. 

b. The sending out of the church was only in keeping with what they already knew 
about God and his mission of redeeming men to himself. 

c. The motivation for the early church in mission: 
1) The impact of having been with Christ (mark 3:14, 2 peter 1:16-18) and of 

having been taught by him (matt 5-7, the parables). 
2) The power of the gospel itself (Rom 1:16). 
3) Personal visions and special revelations (Acts 9:10-19, 10:3-6, 10:9-16, 2 cor 

12:2-4). 
4) The universality of Christ as savior and lord as revealed throughout the Old 

Testament. 
5) The power of the indwelling holy spirit (Acts 1:8, 2:3-4) 

 

The indwelling holy spirit 
1. The holy spirit was given to guide, comfort and to empower every believer for this 

mission. 
2. God became mobile throughout the world in the lives of all true believers. 
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A. The church’s mission 

1. Centrifugal (going out) 
2. Centripetal (gathering in) 

 

God’s mission complete. 
A. It will be fulfilled in the final destiny of the redeemed. 

1. John 10:27-29 
2. Revelation 7:9 

B. Jesus is the king. 
1. The church is his kingdom and he is reigning through his church (Phil 3:3, rom 

11, matt 18:8). 
2. The king Jesus will return for his church (Acta 1:11, 1 Thessalonians 4:16). 

 

MISSION 
Between the old and new testaments 

- Most jews were scattered throughout the known world. 
- Especially Mesopotamia, Egypt, Syria and elsewhere in the roman empire. 
- This was called the Jewish dispersion (Greek: diaspora) 
- They took the law (torah) with them wherever they went. 
- proselytism (i.e., Making of converts of people of other nations) 
- was one of the chief characteristics of this period. 
- There were two kinds of converts 

a. The proselytes (accepted Judaism in toto) including circumcision 
b. The God fearers, who stopped short of circumcision and remained second class followers. 

- Both groups had access to the synagogue. 

Aspects of Jewish proselytism. How did they go about evangelizing their world? 
- Some aspects of Jewish life in the dispersion which contributed directly to the making of 

proselytes and indirectly to the spread of Christianity at a later stage. 

Jewish zeal  

Generally, pharisees/rabbis were eager for converts and when they won them gave them 
friendly treatment. The Jews in Rome showed such aggressive spirit of proselytism that the 
government expelled the chief propagandists from the city in 139 B.C. 
• In Matthew 23:15 Jesus severely criticizes the pharisees way of making proselytes. He 

does not oppose their zeal, but rather the content of their teaching and what they made 
of convert after he had been won. 

Theological basis  
- Sometimes proselytism was given a theological basis. 
- The converted proselyte was dearer to God than Israel when it stood before mount Sinai; e.g., 

the prodigal son. 
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- Said one written source 
- Rabbi Eleazer said “The holy one exiled Israel among the nations/ only in order that converts 

might be added to them”. 

The synagogue  
- Wherever male Jewish leaders could be found, the Jewish community built a synagogue. 
- Primarily as a teaching institution 
- With a rabbi (teacher) as its leader 
- Here the non-Jews could also receive systematic instructions in the Jewish faith 
- Thus, the synagogue became the chief means of making converts 

The Septuagint (LXX)   
- After centuries of exile, a Greek translation of the Old Testament for the benefit of dispersed 

Jews became badly needed. 
- They spoke Greek, the “lingua-franca” of the Mediterranean world of those days. 
- The translation was done in Alexandria in the 3rd century, B.C. 
- It immediately began to aid in the mission 
- The use of Greek for the Old Testament (and in the divine services) must have been a great 

factor in drawing Greeks to the Jewish synagogues. 

Monotheism and morality 
- polytheism was widespread in the Graeco-Roman world. 
- The Greeks were said to have 30000 gods, many of whom were more immoral than those who 

worshipped them. 
- Many Greeks, tired of these gods, were attracted by the Jewish religion with its confession of 

faith in Yahweh as the only God (“Shema”), uttered every sabbath in the synagogues (see Deut. 
6:4 later expanded to include 6:5-9, 11:13-21 and Num 15:37-41). 

- The main theme of writing for non-Jews was therefore, to forsake idolatry and stop all 
polytheistic worship. 

The expected savior  
- In the closing centuries of the pre-Christian era, there was in the Graeco-Roman world a longing 

for a liberator. 
-  Neither great Greek philosophers nor great roman statesmen could solve the problems of 

society. 
- Into this vacuum, stepped the Jews with their century’s old expectation of a coming messiah. 
- This messiah was to establish a kingdom of universal peace on justice and love. Many accepted 

this message. 

Mission What? 
 What is in the missions. 

What does a missionary do? 

1. The seeing of lost souls saved. Interested in the lost soul’s salvation 
2. The planting of churches (plantation ecclesia) 
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3. Christianization of nations, each society has to be taught to accept the gospel of Jesus Christ by 
educating people. Most of the time the entire tribe must agree to be part of the church. 
In summary the ultimate goal of mission work” is to be build a strong independent nation 
church composed of people from one nation who share a belief in their common God and 
father”. 

4. In mission we do social gospel. “In man’s personal, family, social, national economic and 
religious life. The gospel must be proclaimed and evil combated e.g drug addiction, alcoholism, 
child marriage, degradation of women, prejudice among people, corruption, bribery and 
witchcrafts” in this way the non-Christian world will gradually become permeated with the 
gospel, social gospels also known as micro structures. 

5. We improve the micro structures – it means improving the critical economic and political 
problems of today. 

Various forms of mission 
Since missionary work is concerned with comprehensive approach based on the kingdom of God, we 
must ask the practical question “what forms of proclamation may be used along “or “what channel can 
the salvation of Jesus Christ flow to all spheres of life” 

Five main forms of proclamation 

1. Ministry of the word- it implies more than just preaching, it includes preaching, pastoral work 
and the use of written or printed word i.e., the bible and other literatures. It also includes 
dialogue and Christian presence and finally science of communication. 
Dialogue means talking face to face with people like the Muslims, Christian presence is being the 
light and salt of the world. 
The gospel should be seen through our lives (silent proclamation) 

2. Educational services – bringing schools to the people and training them. 

3. Medical services – the church should also be involved so that the people may see that they are 
concerned. 

4.Developmental aid- developing the society so that they stand on their own. 

5.Ministry of social justice – this means that we restructure the society in accordance to god’s 
justice. As Christians we have to be concerned both for love and for justice “nobody should be 
looked down upon like 4:18-19” 

Mission where?  
Missionary work can never be done in a vacuum, it is to the world that we have been sent to every tribe, 
language, every people and nation no matter where they may be. 

The great commission states that “go ye everywhere in the world” however changes have affected this 
world therefore there is a need for us to know about what’s happening in the world  

The austerity measures imposed on the people because of neo-colonialism 

1. There are political changes, the rise of new independent states in the third world, there is a rise 
of national feeling or patriotism, every independent country wants to protect its territory. 
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2. Social economic changes. The rich becoming richer and the poor becoming poorer, the gap 
needs to be bridged, the rise of urbanization, broken homes and individualism and 
overpopulation. 

3. The revival of non-Christian religion has taken root in this century as a result it has made an 
impact on the mission. 

4. Secularization- it is a philosophy completely determined by material world, unfortunately this 
philosophy has creeped into the church e.g prosperity preachers who stress so much on wealth 
that Christians have become confused. 

5. Rise of different kinds of ideologies e.g Marxism, capitalism, nationalism and communism. 
6. The power of media e.g tv, radio, press has changed so much. Identity crisis meaning how the 

church should approach these changes whether to adopt or not. 

 

Mission how? 
The need-oriented approach using the need of the people as a criterion. 

A. Traditional approach. 
B. The real and imagined needs.  

CHRISTOLOGY OF MISSION 
This acknowledges that Christ is the source and the way, the heart and soul, the ground and goal of all 
missions. 

Therefore, Christology of missions should involve the six major events in the saving career of Jesus 
Christ. They all have some missionary dimensions. 

1. Incarnations - model 
2. The cross - cost 
3. Resurrection - mandates 
4. Exaltation - incentive 
5. Holy Spirit - gift 
6. Parousia – agency of mission. 

 

Incarnation of Christ is the model for mission. 
Cultural identification, this is the most spectacular cultural identification in the ministry of mankind. 
Jesus did not just stay in heaven, he entered our world, he emptied himself, took over our nature, he 
humbled himself i.e., made friends with social outcasts. 

Jesus was affected in three ways.  

1. Physical 
2. Mental 
3. Social 

Vincent Donavan while referring to his mission work in Tanzania commented “a missionary is a 
social martyr, he must prepare to die socially for the sake of the Gospel” in conclusion we say this, it 
is the seed that dies that multiplies. 
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The cross of Christ.  is called the cost of mission.  
Suffering (Isaiah 50:6-, 53:4-12) – Isaiah portrayed Jesus as a suffering servant. Douglass webster 
asserted this statement “every form of mission leads to some form of cross, the very shape of 
mission is cruciform, we can understand mission only in terms of the cross” 

(John 12:23-24) Jesus himself taught and exhibited this principle and extended it to his followers. 
Apostle Paul applied the same principle to himself as we see in Ephesians 3 :13, 2nd timothy 2:10, 2nd 
Corinthians 4:12.  

The church needs to keep returning for its inspiration and direction to this Christological basis of 
mission. 

Jesus endured temptation, he experienced our sorrows, he felt our hurts and bore our sins and died our 
death.  

As missionaries we need to identify ourselves with those we want to minister to, Jesus penetrated 
deeply into our humanness, this is the total identification of love.  

Though he identified himself with us he did not surrender his own identity, his deity and holiness.  

 He never compromised with sin, he became human, he didn’t cease to be God (1st Corinthians 9:19-22) 
this principle demands identification without loss of identity. 

 

a. Resurrection, The mandate for mission (1st Corinthians 15:17, Mathew 28:18-20) 
Great commission, it was this risen lord who gave this great command, the resurrection initiated 
the centrifugal missionary activity. 
 
 
 
 centrifugal 
 
 centripetal 
 
the disciples went out and brought in the new converts. 
 

b. Exaltation - is the incentive for mission work (the motivation) Ephesians 1:21, Philippians 2:9-11, 
collusions 1:18 
It is the personality of Christ which we exalt, the motivation is that we go out with jealousy for 
the glory of Christ. 
 

c. The holy spirit – the gift of Christ. This is the power of mission, William temple made the 
following observation “no one can be indwelt with or by the spirit of God and keep the spirit to 
himself, where the spirit is, he flows fourth, if there is no flowing fourth, he is not there, 
evangelism is impossible without the holy spirit “ 
The holy spirit helps us to endure temptations.  

Body of 
Christ 
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The fact that we encounter spiritual warfare shows that we need the holy spirit to help us fight 
it out for evangelism. The holy spirit is the chief witness, without its witness ours is futile, only 
the holy spirit can take words spoken in human weakness and carry them home with power to 
the mind, conscience and the will of the hearer. Its only him who can open the eyes to see. 
a) Parousia of Christ. Also called the urgency of mission (Acts 1:8,11) 
The earth not the sky should be your or our preoccupation. In acts 1:8, we see four stages of 
divine programs made plain 
i. Jesus returns to the father (ascension) 
ii. The spirit came (Pentecost) 
iii. Church goes to make disciples (mission) 
iv. Jesus returns back (Parousia) 

From the first stage there is a gap to the last one. From the time Jesus went and he comes back 
we must be occupied with the mission, therefore the gap between a and d was to be filled with 
the worldwide witness (mission) of the church. 

Between the going of Christ and coming something must happen, the holy spirit and the church 
must go into the world to witness, immediately Jesus comes back the mission shall be put to an end; 
therefore, we must be involved in mission work to let everybody know as stated in 2nd Corinthians 
5:10, 2nd timothy 4 1:2 

From God’s perspective the time is short, the need is great, the task is urgent, the spirit the 
paramount witness and we the instrument 

The great commission (Mathew 28:18-20) 

1. All power authority has been given to Jesus. Verse 18 
2. Great commission, go make disciples. Verse 19 
3. The assurance, surely, I am with you always to the very end. Verse 20 

The great commission is sandwiched between the authority of Christ and his assurance, the main thrust 
or idea is to go and make disciples (john 20:21) “as the father sent me, so send I you also”. 

The central purpose of great commission “go and make disciples” is characterized by 3 auxiliaries or 
verbs. 

a. Going 
b. Baptizing 
c. Teaching to obey all that he has commanded. 

Where does evangelism begin? The great commission begins at the local church (Jerusalem) it goes to 
Judea, your neighboring territory (Samaria) to the uttermost world. 

Someone made this statement in defense and air his feeling over evangelism “The Christian religion is 
guilty of intolerance, arrogance and violence, because how can one religion claim a monopoly of truth?  
Are there not many ways to God? what right have we to interfere with other people’s privacy? Or 
attempt to impose our view on them. Let’s rather mind our own business and devotedly hope that other 
people would mind theirs” 
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How should we respond to that criticism? 

Our God is a missionary God 
1. The God of Old Testament is a missionary God, even though he used Israel and gave them all 

the privileges, he was actually preparing them for the coming of the Messiah. We must know 
that the Old Testament did not begin with Abraham but with Adam. God did not begin with a 
covenant but with creation, neither did he begin with the chosen race Israel but with the human 
race (genesis 12:1-4) (numbers 16:22, 27:16) 
In genesis God called Abraham and had a covenant with him but he didn’t forget the vision for 
all human kind “I will bless those who bless you and whoever curses you I will curse and all the 
people on earth will be blessed through you” this text genesis 12:1-4 is the most unifying text in 
the whole bible because it shows how God began his mission for the whole world. 
N/B: Gods saving purpose is in the text, the purpose is to bless the whole world through Christ 
who was Abraham’s seed. The rest of the whole bible was to unfold how this promise was 
fulfilled. 
It is unfortunate that Israelites at times forgot or ignored this universal scope of the promise 
(genesis 12:1-4) and God used prophets to remind them. 

2. We believe that our God is a missionary God because Christ of the gospel is a missionary Christ. 
He began as Jesus Christ followed by apostles finally to the church (Mathew 28:29-20) 

3. The holy spirit of the acts of the apostles is a missionary spirit. 
4. The book of acts is strictly a missionary book (john 16:13, 14:26) witnessing, convicting, 

teaching and reminding. The apostles at the Pentecost spoke clear cut plain foreign language, 
this shows the international nature of the messiah’s kingdom. 

5. The church of the letters is a missionary church. God called the church to grow in maturity, and 
growth is extension of outreach and evangelism (Philippians 1:5 2nd Thessalonians 3:1, Colossian 
4:3 Ephesians 6:19-20, 1st timothy 3:15, 1st peter 2:9) all these churches had responsibility to 
give support as a way of involvement in spreading the faith. 
a. Giving/support 
b. Involve in spreading the faith. 

6. The climax of revelation is a missionary climax (revelation 4:1, 7:9-10) the white robe is a 
symbol of righteousness and the branches turn for victory (genesis 13:16, 15:5, 22:17) 

7. Religion of the bible is a missionary religion. Mission arises from the heart of God himself and is 
communicated from his heart to ours.” Mission is the global outreach of the global people of a 
global God” Dr. John Stott.  

If then we have resisted the missionary dimension of our church, we cannot claim to be involved in the 
church, in Christ in God or heaven. 

 

 

 
 

 


