
Old Union Missionary Baptist
Ministers’ School

Friday, March 26, 2021
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Scripture Lesson --- I Corinthians 2:1-5
And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or
of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not
to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  And I
was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.  And my
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

Introduction
If something is inside out, it means the innermost part or surface is

turned to the outside. Oftentimes when something is inside out, we will stop
and try to reverse it.  In our subject today, I believe inside out is to be
desired.

This scripture lesson was used on Sunday, December 13, 1981 at Rocky
Hill Missionary Baptist Church in Monroe County, KY. It was the day I
owned my calling to preach.  I had been saved on Wednesday, May 16,
1979 in my office at school and baptized into Rough Hill Missionary Church
on Sunday, June 3, 1979 by Elder Joe Tom Stinson. The Lord had called
me to preach in the fall of 1979 at Spring Creek Missionary Baptist Church
in Macon County, TN.  I had been running from my calling for about 2
years. That time was about to come to an end!

Before a man can experience God’s call into the ministry, he must Born
Again.  True old time, heart-felt, heaven-sent salvation is a must before
God will call a man to preach the Gospel. The time and place of salvation
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will never be forgotten, neither will the time and place where the Lord called
you to carry His Word.
True Salvation is from the inside out.  It is the inner man... the soul of man
that is saved and delivered.  Jesus told Nicodemus this.

A genuine and true call to preach is also an inside out work of God that
occurs in the deepest part of his being. It occurs at a time and place of His
choosing.  It is not our choice! It is a divine calling from God. Many
examples of men being called to preach are included in God’s word.
Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, Peter, Andrew, James, John and Paul.
While many more instances could have been included, I have left out one
very important call to preach...yours!  For just a few seconds, can we all go
back to the time and place where and when the Lord called.

Inside Out Salvation Bible References:
-John 3:1-18 *Jesus to Nicodemus, ye must be born again.
-Romans 10:10 *With the heart man believeth unto righteousness.
-Psalm 116:1-8 *An experience of Salvation
-Acts 26:13-19 *Pauls testimony to King Agrippa

Inside Out Calling To Preach Bible References:
-Jeremiah1:5-9 *God calls Jeremiah.
-Isaiah 6:8-10 *Isaiah’s hears God’s voice.
-Romans 10:13-15 *How shall they preach except they be sent?
-I Timothy 1:12 *Jesus put Paul into the ministry.
-Matthew 4:18-22 *Jesus calls Peter, Andrew, James and John.
-Jonah 1:1,2 *Jonah’s call and disobedience.
-Exodus 3:1-12 *God calls Moses to deliver Israel.
-Amos 7:14,15 *The Lord tells Amos to prophesy to Israel.

Praying Inside Out
When we are preparing to deliver a message, prayer must come first!

Our first stop should be our prayer closet.  We must connect spiritually with
God in order to preach His Word.  Jonah found out quickly that he could not
go his own way. When he prayed from the fish’s belly, God heard him.
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Jonah became willing to preach “the preaching I bid thee”. That is the only
way to find peace and success in the ministry. If we pray and trust the Lord,
His message will find us instead of the other way around.  There will be
times when you must be instant in season and out. Opportunities that open
unexpectedly to you, but not to God.  Funerals, filling in for another
preacher, revivals, radio, social media, etc.  I had rather spend the few
moments or minutes that may be afforded me praying, rather than turning
pages. The Lord will always provide in our times of need.  Romans 8:26
teaches us the Spirit helps our infirmities (weaknesses) : for we know what
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh  intercession for
us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

Inside Out Praying Bible References:
-Romans 10:1 *Paul’s heart’s desire.
-Matthew 16:17 *What the Father revealed to Peter about Christ.
-Acts 16:25-33 *God answers the prayers of Paul and Silas.
-Matthew 26:36-39 *Jesus praying for his Father’s will to be done.

Preparing Inside Out
Each preacher is different, but each preacher is the same. We may have

different mannerisms, different ways of speech and appearances.  Our
work may be as an evangelist, pastor, teacher or missionary. We may have
different talents and gifts... but what do we have that we have not received
of God?(I Cor. 4:7)We are different in the way God will use us.  We are
different in the places God will send us. We have different personalities,
etc, but we ALL must humbly approach the Lord and ask Him to prepare us
to be used spiritually...
we must have help from the Lord!  As we read and study His Word, we
need to ask for his wisdom and knowledge.  We need the Holy Spirit to
initiate our message and thoughts.

The Apostle Paul said to study to show thyself approved unto God in
order to rightly divide the word of truth. He also told the church at
Thessalonica to pray that the word of God may have free course.  The
word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any twoedged sword
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and it pierces to the dividing of the soul and spirit. It is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be throughly furnished unto all
good works.(IITim. 3:16,17) We can learn from each other.  From the most
experienced preachers and teachers to the children that have been saved
only a short time.  Sometimes a message comes in the verse of a song, a
word spoken from someone passing, a memory of long ago.  God uses
many and varied ways to prepare a man to preach the Gospel.

In 2010, Bro. Stephen Skinner included this in his lesson…”If I knew
how to preach...which I do not...And, if I could teach you how to preach
...which I cannot: I would not!” I am thankful for every message from a
God-called preacher that I have ever sat under. I am blessed by the
lessons taught at the Old Union Ministers’ School and those they taught
them.  May God help us to take His word and every opportunity we have to
preach to the lost, build up His Kingdom and bring honor and glory to his
name.

-Inside Out Preparation Bible References:
-II Timothy 2:15
-I Timothy 3:14-17
-Hebrews 4:12

Preaching Inside Out
Jesus must be the central point of our preaching. Jesus is the central

point of the Old Testament. Jesus is the central point of the New
Testament. Jesus should be the central point of our churches, our homes,
our occupations and our nation.  All roads must lead to Christ. Jesus sent
Paul to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of
Christ should be made of none effect.  He preached Christ and him
crucified.  Paul knew that neither he nor Apollos could save anyone...only
God could do that.  His job was to sow the gospel seeds of Jesus Christ
and God would give the increase.  Being born again, not of corruptible
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seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
forever. (I Peter 1:23)

We must depend on the Lord to direct our heart, mind and thoughts
when we are preaching. When we can realize that we are not the preacher,
but it is God through us, then can we see inside out preaching.

In Acts 5, Peter said that we ought to obey God rather than men.  God is
no respecter of persons, neither should we.  If the message comes from
God, it will prosper and will not return void.(Isaiah 55:11).  Our desire is that
people receive the message not as the word of men, but as the word of
God!
-Inside Out Preaching Bible References:
-I Peter 1:23
-Acts 5:29
-Isaiah 55:11

Conclusion
May the Lord help us preach inside out.  With all the fullness of love and

compassion we can muster. This school can not and will teach a person to
preach. There are many things we can go to school and learn to be
(carpenter, Doctor, teacher, electrician, computer programmer, etc.), but
only God can qualify a man to preach His word. There is a special love and
bond between true God-called preachers. Each of us have a unique and
different work and responsibility, however, we all require God’s
endorsement on this journey.

These past few months have been trying and discouraging to many.  I
want to encourage each one to get back in the race and run, that we may
receive a crown that is incorruptible.  (I Cor. 9:24-27)

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the
beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; As
the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.
Psalm 133
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